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As you work with your text, consider all of the ways that you can connect with it. Here are some suggestions that will
help you with your brainstorming.

• Vocabulary—define words or slang; make them real for us; explore why the author would have used those words. Note unfamiliar words. 

• Make connections to other parts of the book.  

• Make connections to other visual and graphic material, such as movies; comics; news events; and books, stories, plays, poems, and so on that you have read.

• For visual connections, include the artwork, photo, or drawing in the footnotes (don’t just describe it).  Limit drawings. 

• Rewrite, paraphrase, or summarize a particularly difficult part of the text.

• Make connections to your life.

• Give the historical context of situations described.

• Give an explanation of the text for clarity.

• Give an analysis of what is happening in the text.


