20 Very Important Social Studies Terms
Architecture – the process of building, and the character and style of a building
Artisan – a skilled worker who practices a trade (jewelry making, ceramics, sculpting)

City-state – a city that is a separate, independent state having its own government
Civilization – a society that has cities, a central government run by official leaders, and 
	          workers who specialize in various jobs

Delta – a triangular plain at the mouth of a river 
Dynasty – a series of rulers from the same family or ethnic group
Empire – area of many territories and peoples that is controlled by one government
Geography – the study of earth’s surface and the processes that shape it
History – the written and recorded events of people
Monotheism – a belief in one god
Mouth – the opening at the lower end of a river or stream where flowing water is 	       
             discharged into a lake, sea, or ocean

Nomad – a person who moves about from place to place in search of food, water, or
    pasture

Polytheism – a belief in more than one god
Prehistory – the time before history
Silt – fine soil found on river bottoms
Social class – a group of people having similar backgrounds, incomes, and ways of
 living

Source – the beginning or place of origin of a stream or river
Technology – knowledge used to create tools to make life easier or better
Tomb – grave, burial plot
Tributary – a small stream that feeds into a larger stream or river
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