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Lesson Essential Questions:
1. How did the Egyptian belief in the afterlife affect their daily lives?
2. How were mummification and architecture linked to religion?

Web Search – Pyramids 
egypt.mrdonn.org
Ancient Egypt for Kids – Pyramids

1. What were some of the features that could be found inside the pyramids?



2. During which Kingdom did the ancient Egyptians build most of the pyramids?



3. What were “grave goods” to the Egyptians?



4. Rank your cherished possessions.  What would be the top five possessions that you would pack ahead of time as “grave goods” for the afterlife?  Why? 



Pyramids (Story and Game)

5. Read the introduction under “pyramids.”  Approximately how many pyramids were constructed in ancient Egypt altogether?



6. A closer look at the Great Pyramid of Giza follows.  Click on “Explore” and then click on the rectangular boxes in the diagram.  What was a mastaba?  Why did the nobles all want to be buried so close to the pharaoh?



7. Next, click on the three, small pyramids in the diagram.  To whom did these small pyramids belong?



8. We have learned that many of the Egyptian kings were elaborately buried in pyramids or in the Valley of the Kings.  What about everyone else?  How were other Egyptians buried?



Giza Pyramid

9. What modern-day city is located close to the Giza pyramids?  It is often mentioned in current news reports.



10. In reading further, what does the sphinx found in Giza symbolize (stand for)?



11. How was the sphinx built?



12. We have discussed that the land to the west of the Nile symbolized death and the afterlife.  What did the land on the east side of the Nile represent?  Why?


13. The Great Pyramid is the oldest and largest pyramid of Giza.  It is where King Khufu is buried.  To whom do the other two pyramids belong?  What was their relationship to Khufu?


14. What type of material encased (covered) the pyramids, enabling them to be seen from miles away?



15. Evaluate:  Based upon what we’ve read and viewed so far, how did building the pyramids benefit not just the king, but all of the people of Egypt?


Nova – Online – Pyramids

16. Click on the entrance box where it says Enter Here.  Next, click on the little rectangular box that says Launch Interactive.  Select Giza Overview under Old Kingdom, then Khufu (Inside).   Select “full screen” and then visit the seven (7) chambers of the Great Pyramid.  What was most interesting to you?  Why?


17. Now that you are familiar with the Nova site, visit the Luxor Overview under the New Kingdom.  Click on several of the sites under the New Kingdom.  Name one of the sites and describe its significance.
 

The Ba and the Ka

18. What role did the Ba and the Ka play?  How were they different?


19. Why was the cartouche so important to the Ba and the Ka?
