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LEQ:  What major physical features were found in ancient China?  
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Locate and label the following locations on, or along, the map of China (pages 135, 552, 553):
· Yellow Sea, East China Sea, South China Sea, Pacific Ocean			
· Gobi Desert to the north, Taklimakan Desert to the west
· Himalayan , Kunlun Shan, and Tian Shan Mountain Ranges - curve around China’s western border
· North China Plain
· Huang River and the Chang River
· Tibetan Plateau
· Modern-day border countries of Mongolia, India, Pakistan,  Afghanistan, and Kazakhstan 
Color the seas, deserts, mountain ranges, plain, rivers and plateau.  Create a color key to help identify the various geographic features.


After reading about China’s geography in Section 1 (pages 136 – 138), answer the following questions.

1. Why did the ancient Chinese call their area of the world the Middle Kingdom?






2. How does the monsoon season affect China?






3. Farmers in China often use terracing for growing crops.  See page 137 of your text for an example of terracing.  Why does it make sense to grow crops on terraces in parts of China?






4. What does the geography of China have in common with the ancient civilizations of Mesopotamia and Egypt?






5. What were some of the positive effects of the Huang River on ancient Chinese civilization?  What were some of the negative?
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