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Introduction
The Millbrook High School Counseling Department has created this handbook to help guide you through college selection and application. The information in this handbook will provide you with step-by-step assistance through the college search. Hopefully, this reference will assist you in organizing your thoughts and methods so that planning for college admissions will be a streamlined and positive experience. Your counselor has the experience and knowledge to help you and your family with college admissions and will be a valuable resource in college exploration. 





Glossary of Terms You Should Know

Accreditation: Recognition by an accredited organization or agency that a college meets certain minimum standards in programs, services, and facilities
ACT: American College Testing Program- an alternative college admission test. This test measures English, mathematics, reading, and science reasoning abilities. 
(AP) Advanced Placement: Courses offered in high school for which colleges may grant advanced standing and/or college credit depending upon grades earned on AP exams. Millbrook offers 9 AP courses.
Aid Packages: A combination of aid (scholarships, grants, loans, and work-study) determined by a college’s financial aid office.
Associate Degree: A degree received after two years of completing a college program. (A.A., A.S., etc.)
Bachelor’s Degree: Bachelor’s degrees require students to complete four- or five-year programs in a specific academic discipline. The two most common types of bachelor’s degrees are bachelor of arts (BA) and bachelor of science (BS).
Candidates’ Reply Date Agreement: An agreement by participating colleges allowing students to defer attendance decisions until May 1st, enabling them to hear from most colleges to which they apply before selecting one.

CEEB: (College Entrance Examination Board) Millbrook CEEB code is 333-135. This six-digit number is used by both the SAT and ACT programs to send a report of a student’s scores to their high school. The student must use this code and not the code of the school in which they are taking the exam in order for Millbrook to receive the scores.
CSS Profile: College Scholarship Services is an additional financial aid form filled in the fall of senior year, required by specific colleges to standardize the method of determining student financial aid status.
CUNY: City University of New York
Early Action: The student applies early in the fall of senior year and receives notification usually by the end of January. This is NOT a binding commitment and allows the student to submit additional applications and to accept or decline the offer of admission by May 1.
Early Decision: The student applies early in the fall of senior year (usually by November 1) to their FIRST CHOICE college and agrees by contract to enroll in that college if offered admission. If accepted (usually by the end of December), the student MUST withdraw all other applications. 
ETS (Educational Testing Service): A non-profit organization that oversees the CEEB's various testing and financial aid programs. (SAT and AP).


FAFSA: (Free Application for Federal Student Aid) The federal student financial aid application is processed at no cost to the applicant. It is used to determine a student’s eligibility for federal grants, loans, and work-study funds. 
Federal student Loan: money that you or your parents borrow from the government to pay for your education and repay later with interest. Interest is the cost of borrowing that money, paid in the form of a percentage of your total loan amount. A higher interest rate means you pay more over time.
FERPA: (Family Education Rights and Privacy Act) You will need to sign a waiver for the Common Application
GPA: (Grade Point Average) An indicator of the student’s overall scholastic performance
Grants: Awards based on financial needs that do not require repayment. Grants are available through the federal government, state agencies, and educational agencies.
Honors Programs: Any college program offering opportunities for superior students to enrich their educational experience through independent, advanced, or accelerated study.
Junior College: A private two-year college supported by tuition, fees, and contributions.
Naviance: College and career search and application processing site for Millbrook High School.



PSAT (Preliminary SAT): A shorter version of the SAT given during sophomore and junior years. The results determine eligibility for the National Merit Scholarship Program, the National Achievement Scholarship Program for Outstanding Black Students, and the National Hispanic Recognition Program.
Rolling Admission: An admissions procedure by which a college considers each application as soon as all required materials have been received. The college then notifies each applicant of acceptance or rejection as soon as possible. Candidates have until May 1st to reply to the college.
SAR: (Student Aid Report) Report returned from FAFSA application to student indicating financial eligibility.
Score Choice: A new policy launched by the College Board in Spring 2009 that gives students the option to send SAT scores by sitting (test date)
SUNY: State University of New York
TAP: Tuition Assistance Program in New York State, which is automatically identified through the FAFSA form. A student must attend a college in New York State in order to be eligible.
Transcript: Official record of high school or college courses, grades, and attendance required as part of the college application.
Waitlist: A term used by institutions to describe a process in which they may initially delay offering admission. Colleges offer admission to waiting list candidates if an insufficient number of regularly admitted candidates do not accept their offers of admission.
Junior Year Timeline
Program Planning
· Pursue a challenging senior year schedule. College admissions directors advise students to take at least 6 challenging and rigorous courses during their senior year.
· Review graduation requirements
See Your Counselor
· Junior Conference- Discuss the college application procedure and review the college search process. Parents Invited!
· Register for & take the SAT and/or ACT if applicable (Some colleges are test-optional. We encourage you to take the exams so you may …
· Review college catalogs, websites, etc.
· Visit college campuses- get a feel for each college and campus while school is in session.
· Attend College and Career Fair at Millbrook High School and area college fairs.
· Plan summer activities -job, volunteer work, travel
· Hand out recommendation letter forms to at least two teachers
· Complete & return the Autobiography by June 1st
· Athletes should register on the NCAA Clearinghouse website

SUMMER
· Request information from colleges and check college websites. Most information can be found online and on CollegeBoard.
· Course Catalog & View Book
· Application process
· Scholarship/ Financial Aid
· Visit Colleges
· Work, Volunteer, Travel, and/or Study
· Research private scholarships
· Work on College Essays and Resumé
· Register for and take the SAT and/or ACT again in the fall
· Set up a Common Application application after August 1st
· Be aware of college application deadlines- January 1st deadlines- applications must be submitted by December 10th due to the holiday period
· Begin your applications!

SENIOR YEAR TIMELINE
All Year
· Visit college campuses every chance you get!
September
· Meet with college admissions reps who come to visit our school
· Attend local college fairs (DCC & Marist)
· Make sure you have all the applications required for college admission. Write, call, or email to request missing information. Apply online whenever possible through Common Application.
· Sign the FERPA on Common Application so we may send your transcripts/ letters of recommendation to colleges.
· Know application deadlines for the schools and scholarships you wish to apply to. They may vary, and it is essential to meet all deadlines! Use your earliest as a guideline to send all!
· All applications must be in the Counseling office 10 school days prior to the deadlines! January 1st deadlines require Dec. 10th application completion due to the holiday break!
· Meet with your School Counselor to be sure your list includes colleges appropriate to your academic and personal record.
· Review your applications, transcript, activities resumé, and college essays with your parents and School Counselor to ensure they are accurate and complete.
· Personally ask & hand deliver a Letter of Recommendation Request Form to teachers.
· If you have not completed the required tests or are unhappy with your scores, register for the upcoming SAT or ACT. Have official test scores sent from CollegeBoard directly to the colleges you are applying to.
October
· Review any early decision/ early decision/ early action deadline dates
· Columbus Day weekend is a great time to visit college campuses. Many plan programs for prospective freshmen this weekend
· Know your deadlines and keep working on applications!
· Make sure to give Mrs. Mattes the Orange Application Transcript Request Form for each college you are applying to
· If you have decided to attend Dutchess Community College (DCC), get an application from your counselor. It is free!


December
· Know your deadlines and keep working on applications. Check for scholarships on Collegeboard. Local scholarships will be available after January. 
· Keep looking/applying for scholarships- get your college paid for! Write a generic essay for scholarships and tweak it depending on the topic.


January
· Begin your Financial Aid process and fill out FAFSA online at www.fafsa.ed.gov
· Keep working in your classes! Grades and courses continue to count throughout your senior year.
· Ask your counselor about your midyear transcript after the second quarter report card.
February
· If you completed a FAFSA, you should receive your Student Aid Report (SAR) within 4 weeks after submission. Review the SAR carefully and check for any inaccuracies. Correct any items on the SAR and return them to the FAFSA processor (if a college transmitted your data directly, notify the college of any change). Check if your school requires the CSS Profile. It may be how they award their money.
· Complete scholarship applications. You may be eligible for more scholarships than you think, so apply for as many as you can. See your counselor often!

March
· Stay focused and keep studying. There are only a couple more months to go!
April
· Review your college acceptances and financial aid awards. If you are positive you will not enroll at one or more of the colleges that accepted you; please notify these colleges that you have selected another college. If you know which college you will attend, send your tuition deposit and follow all other instructions.
May
· Take AP exams, if appropriate, and request that your AP scores be sent to the college you will be attending. It is your responsibility to request from CollegeBoard directly.
· Complete your Senior Survey. This lets the counselors know where to send your final official transcript.
· Complete and send transcript request forms for any college courses you took in high school. Marist/DCC/RIT forms in the counseling office.
June
· Notify the college of any private scholarships or grants you will be receiving.
· Know when the payment for tuition, room and board, meal plans, etc., is due. If necessary, ask the financial aid office about a possible payment plan that will allow you to pay in installments.
· Congratulations! You have completed a difficult task. Now, it is time to look forward to graduation.

College Testing Information
Millbrook High School CEEB Code is 333-135
Be sure that you enter this code on your registration form and on the exam. Do not enter the code of the school in which you are taking the test. It is recommended that the SAT and ACT be taken in the spring of junior year and again in the fall of senior year. You should take one of each! Be advised that the student must send the SAT/ ACT and AP scores directly to the college(s).

SAT:
The SAT is a college admissions exam that measures critical reasoning, math, and writing skills. You will receive one total score ranging from 400-1600, which is the sum of two sections: reading/writing & math. The student must notify the Educational Testing Service (ETS) to send the test scores directly to the colleges to which he/she is applying. You should indicate to up to four colleges that you would like your scores sent, as they are free up to ten days after taking the exam. 

ACT:
The ACT Assessment contains four tests that measure academic abilities or academic development in the areas of English, mathematics, and science reasoning. The ACT will also offer an optional writing section, which we recommend you take. The ACT is a multiple-choice test scored on the basis of 0(low) to 36(high), and its scores are recorded in the four categories in addition to the writing section. In addition, there is a composite score. Most colleges that accept the SAT also accept the ACT. The students must notify the American College Testing Service to send the test scores directly to the colleges they are applying to and to Millbrook so they may become part of their transcript. Some colleges are using ACT subscores in place of SAT scores.

When registering for the SAT/ ACT, please follow these instructions:

1. Register either online at www.collegeboard.com for the SAT or www.actstudent.org for the ACT. Enter your high school code 333-135 where indicated on the form. This will ensure that Millbrook receives your scores.
2. Millbrook High School does not offer the SAT/ ACT tests. Therefore, you must choose a test site and enter that code under the Test Center code.
3. We suggest that you take advantage of the four free score reports offered by both the SAT and the ACT and have your scores sent to the colleges of your choice.




Factors to Consider when Selecting a College

Academics
· What is the average class size? Largest? Smallest?
· Does the college have a core curriculum requirement?
· What is the college’s procedure for student orientation?
· How is a faculty advisor assigned to students?
· What services does the school offer for the student who is undecided about a major?
· Do students usually graduate in four or five years?
· What are the most popular/strongest majors?
· Are students taught by full-time faculty members, graduate assistants, or a combination?
· Are there any unique programs (honors, certificate, accelerated, general studies, 3/2, study abroad)?
· What types of additional services does the school provide to the students at no extra cost (e.g., tutoring, career and personal guidance, study skills, workshops, or job placement)?
· Is there a program for students with learning disabilities?

Admission Policies
· What high school courses are required/recommended?
· What is the academic profile of the school?
· Are SATs and/or ACTs required?
· Is the resumé a factor in the admissions process?
· Is an essay required?
· Is there an Early Decision or Early Action Plan?
· Are letters of recommendation or personal interviews required?
· Are there special requirements for certain majors?
· Can admission denials be appealed?
· What are the application deadlines?
About the College
· What is the current student enrollment?
· Where is the college located (city, suburb, rural)?
· What is the distance from home?
· What is the surrounding community like?
· Is the college public, private, church-affiliated?
· What specific or unique programs are offered?
· What are the campus security policies and procedures?
· What is the academic calendar?

Student Population
· Where do the majority of students come from?
· Do most of the students commute or live on campus?
· What types of student activities are available?
· What athletic programs are available?
· Is housing available/guaranteed for freshmen?
· Is housing available for all four years?
· Is the student population diverse?
· How many freshmen returned for their sophomore year?

Campus Life
· What is the male-to-female ratio?
· Are the forms coed or single-sex?
· Is this a “suitcase college” where many students go home on the weekends?
· What are the procedures for selecting a roommate?
· What is the policy regarding alcohol on campus?
· What is the policy regarding cars on campus?

College Costs
· What is the cost of tuition? Room & board?
· Are there any other fees?
· What is the difference in cost for in-state and out-of-state students?
· Are students required to place deposits upon acceptance for tuition and housing? Are these refundable?
· When do bills have to be paid? Does the college have payment or guaranteed tuition plans?

Financial Aid
· What percentage of students receive financial aid based on financial need?
· What would be a typical financial aid package for a freshman?
· What are the financial aid application procedures and deadlines?
· When are the financial aid applicants notified of their awards?
· Are there campus jobs available?
· Does your school require the CSS profile?

THE TOP 10 THINGS TO REMEMBER ABOUT COLLEGE ADMISSIONS

10. Start looking early. Begin the college search in your junior year. There’s a lot to learn, and you’re going to be very busy as a senior! Make use of the many informative websites

9. Take Responsibility. Take the initiative; don’t wait for your parents or school counselor to get on your case. YOU are the one who is going to college. YOU should be making the appointments to visit colleges and requesting information. This is your chance to be in charge!

8. Don’t Procrastinate. Try to keep on top of things. Ask for teacher recommendations EARLY. Give yourself time to write, edit, and rewrite your essay. Plan to have things done ahead of time. If there’s a problem, you’ll still have plenty of time to take care of things.

7. Educate yourself. Research the colleges you are interested in and learn about some new ones. Get an idea of what’s out there. The best decision you can make is an educated one!

6. Visit Colleges. After reading up on schools and meeting with college representatives, make sure you tour the campuses and, if possible, have an interview. An overnight visit is helpful in determining that each college has a different “personality,” and you need to find out if it’s a good match for you. If it is impossible to visit the college, visit the college website for a virtual tour.

5. Talk with the students.  Students will give you the inside scoop on the food, dors, social life, accessibility of the faculty, etc.

4. Know what you want. After doing research, visiting some schools, and talking with students, narrow down what you’re looking for: big/small, public/private, nearby/far away, liberal arts/ specialized, coed/single-sex, independent/religiously affiliated. We suggest you limit your college applications to 5 choices. Be sure to include your safety schools. (Don’t rule out a school simply based on cost; you never know what type of financial aid package you can get!)

3. The essay: be yourself and answer the question. Don’t write about what you think colleges want to hear; write about something you know that is important to you. Make sure you answer the question!

2. Know the deadlines. There are deadlines for everything: The SATs, ACTs, college applications, scholarship applications, financial aid, acceptance responses, submitting transcripts for college courses, AP, IB, etc. Make sure you know what the deadlines are!

1. Keep your grades up. Grades are an important part of your application. FIght senioritis! Finish strong! College applications are pending successful completion of senior year

Application Procedures

· Student Autobiography should be completed and submitted to your counselor by the end of Junior Year. We cannot write a letter of recommendation without it!
· Ask 2 teachers for recommendations in early September of Senior year! 
· Check all APPLICATION AND SCHOLARSHIP DEADLINES! Letters of recommendation and transcripts must be requested at least 15 working days before the deadline. Due to the holiday period, college applications due on January 1 must be submitted no later than Dec. 10.
· Check college requirements for submitting SAT and/or ACT. Students must request test scores to be sent directly to the college from the testing company.
· Complete an Application Processing Form for each application submitted, including all online applications. These forms may be obtained in the Counseling office and serve a dual purpose. The student signature serves as a release of the transcript to the college, and the form serves as a record for the Counseling Department. 

For your information

· DCC holds a college fair in the Fall with over 170 college admissions officers.
· Senior year 1st-semester grades are sent to college ONLY at the student's request.
· Following notification by the student, a final transcript is sent to the college where the student plans to enroll. This will be sent in early July.
· An official transcript is one that has been received directly from Millbrook High School by a college or institution. It must bear an authorized signature and seal.
· An Unofficial transcript is one that can be given directly to the student but will not be used as an official document for admissions purposes.

EARLY ACTION Vs. EARLY DECISION

What is an Early Decision?
Early Decision Application allows you to apply early (usually in November) and get an admission decision from the college well in advance of the usual notification date. Please be aware that Early Decision is a very competitive program. Early Decision Plans are “binding,” meaning if you apply as an Early Decision candidate, you agree to attend the college if it accepts you. Although you can only apply to one college for Early Decision, you may apply to other colleges under regular admissions. If you apply for Early Decision, you must withdraw all other applications upon acceptance. Usually, colleges insist on a nonrefundable deposit well in advance of May 1.

When You Should… You should apply under an Early Decision Plan only if you are very sure of the college you want to attend. These plans make a lot of sense if one college is your clear preference and if your profile closely matches that of the students at the college. Please consider the financial ramifications of this decision.
When You Should NOT… do not apply under an Early Decision Plan if you are considering weighing offers and financial aid packages from several colleges later in the spring. Furthermore, you shouldn’t apply early if you do not meet and/or exceed the college admission criteria.

What is Early Action?
Early Action Plans are similar to early decision plans in that you can learn whether a college has accepted you early in the admissions cycle (January or February). But unlike Early Decision, most Early Action Plans are NOT BINDING, meaning you do NOT have to commit to the colleges, and you will be able to compare offers of admission and financial aid. Usually, you can let the college know of your decision by the late spring or earlier if you’ve made up your mind. Read the college’s guidelines carefully before applying under an Early Action Plan. Each plan differs; some colleges may want you to commit to the school before spring.

Please be aware that some highly competitive colleges have recently initiated a “single-choice” Early Action Plan in which students can apply Early Action to only one college.

Because early action is similar to early decision, the reasons you should or should not apply under early action are basically the same.

When You Should… 
	You should apply under an Early Action Plan only if you know the college you want to attend. Although Early Action is not binding, applying early to colleges tells them you have a true interest in their school.

When You Should NOT …
	You should not apply under an Early Action Plan if you are unsure that you want to attend that college and/or do not fit the profile of the average applicant.

COMMON APPLICATION
Many colleges have collaborated on the Common App, an application accepted by hundreds of schools. You must use the Common App if the college participates:
1. The Common App website is www.commonapp.org. You must set up an account before your senior year in August.
2. See your counselor for colleges that are not part of the Common App. If you submit a paper application, you must submit a copy of the entire application for each college choice. You will work with your counselor to send all necessary supplemental forms and any Supplemental Reports needed with an Official Transcript. Please ensure your information is completed before giving it to your counselor.

TEACHER RECOMMENDATIONS
Teacher recommendations are an essential part of the college admissions process; therefore:

· Select teachers from your junior or senior year of high school. Colleges like a recent impression of the student
· Ask teachers whose subject may relate to a future area of study. For example, if you plan on studying engineering, you should include a math and/or science teacher recommendation.
· Choose teachers who can comment upon growth and willingness to work. Colleges are more interested in learning how a student strives to improve than in how easy it is to earn As.
· Approach teachers early, preferably in the spring of Junior year or at least two months in advance of the college deadline. If you procrastinate, you may find your recommenders of choice are already over-committed. Ask your teachers in person and give them a Request Form.
· Don’t catch a teacher on the run in between classes. Schedule an appointment with the teacher to request your college recommendation.
· If a college supplies its Teacher Recommendation Form, it is the student’s responsibility to distribute it to the appropriate teacher.





Writing Your College Essay
DO:
· Write it yourself!!! Colleges are very good at identifying essays written by parents, consultants, and others
· Write “lean,” avoiding unnecessary words
· Pay attention to neatness, grammar, and spelling
· Start early and allow time to revise, reword, and rewrite
· Read directions carefully
· Answers questions as directly as possible
· Tell the truth about yourself
· Focus on the aspect of yourself that will show your best side
· Feel comfortable expressing anxieties
· Speak positively- negatives turn people off
· Write about your greatest assets and achievements

DON’T:
· Repeat the information given elsewhere on your application
· Write about general, impersonal topics unless otherwise instructed
· Use cliché or flowery language
· Go to extremes: too witty, too opinionated, or too “intellectual.”
· Try to win the Pulitzer Prize- colleges are interested in learning about you and how you express your thoughts.








SAMPLE RESUME
 NAME
Millbrook, NY 11801
Phone Number
Email

Objective
To gain admission to a competitive college and to pursue a career in Elementary Education.
Education
Millbrook High School, Millbrook, NY	  	         September 2020 - May 2024
· New York State Regents Diploma
Extracurricular
	National Honor Society (11,12)
	Student Council (9, 10, 11, 12)
	JV Lacrosse (9, 10); Captain (10)
	JV and Varsity Soccer (9, 10, 11, 12); Captain (11, 12)
	Nursing Home Volunteer (11, 12)
Honors and Awards
	Millbrook Academic Honor Roll (9, 10, 11, 12)
	Most Valuable Player - Varsity Soccer (11)
	Coach’s Award - JV Soccer (10)
Work Experience
	Restaurant Hostess, Millbrook Café, Millbrook, NY	       October 2022 - Present
· Greet customers in a high-volume restaurant
· Direct searching arrangements
· Assist staff with table settings
· Coordinate banquet details
	Sales Associate, CVS, Millbrook, NY			        June 2020 - May 2021
· Stock and inventory duties, sales, and customer service





The College Visit

Why Can’t I Just Read about and/or Talk to People about Colleges?
A visit to a college campus enables you to form your opinions regarding a college or university's academic program, social life, and living environment. Don’t rely on hearsay. Get as much first-hand information as possible. Check the college website for a virtual tour if a visit is impossible.
When is the Best Time to Visit the Campus?
The best way to learn about a college's educational programs, faculty, facilities, atmosphere, and spirit is to visit the campus when classes are in session. Summertime is another possibility if you cannot visit the campus during the school year. Also, many colleges sponsor Open House Programs, which you can find on their websites.
What Should I Look for When I Visit a College?
You should pay particular attention to several things when you visit a college. Look at the facility itself: Is it well-maintained? Do the residence halls seem comfortable? Is it an area where you would like to live most of the year? What are the surroundings like? Is it urban, suburban, or rural? How do the students and professors feel about the school? Do they mention negative aspects as well as positive aspects?

College Visit Interview Tips
· Prepare: Write down questions to ask, think of answers for questions that may be asked of you, and do research on the college. Bring a copy of your resume to give to the interviewer.
· Listen & Relax: Think of the interview as a conversation, pay attention to what is being said, respond accordingly, and ask questions, but realize the interview is a two-way discussion!
· Be Honest: Let the admissions officers see “the real you.” That’s the best way to figure out if you will adapt well to the college’s environment and academic expectations.
· Eye Contact: Eye contact tells the interviewer that you are sure of yourself, are interested in what he or she has to say, and are serious about the interview.
· Promote Yourself: Don’t be afraid to discuss things in which you excel. You can talk about your talents without bragging. Let them know what you can do.
THINGS YOU SHOULD ASK FOR
1. Student Handbook
2. Course Catalog
3. School Newspaper (if they have one)

SAMPLE QUESTIONS ASKED BY INTERVIEWERS

· What major are you interested in?
· Why did you choose to apply to this college?
· Do you need scholarship help?
· What are your co-curricular activities? Community?
· What are you interested in doing after graduation and why?
· What subjects are you taking in high school?
· What books have you read that were not required by classroom teachers during the past year?
· What are your favorite school subjects?
· What have you done during the summer vacation?
· How many people are in your family?
· Do you have any questions for me? (Answer YES. Bring questions to ask)
· Why do you wish to pursue a college education?
· What do you think a college education can do for you?
· What have you done in high school in your proposed major field?
· What do you usually do in your spare time?
· Do you know any alumni or present students of this college?
· What other colleges have you applied to and/or visited?
· Have you definitely decided upon your future plans, and do you think you can accomplish these plans?
· Do you like challenges?
· What do you know about this college?
· Is this college your first choice at this time?
· Do you intend to work while you are in college?
· Is there anything you would like to tell me about yourself that cannot be found on your application?
· How would your peers describe you?












Student-Athletes

NCAA Clearinghouse:
A central clearinghouse will certify your athletic eligibility for NCAA Division I and II sports programs. Here is some information that will assist you. Please see the Athletic Director for information on NCAA rules and procedures.

Certification
If you intend to participate in Division I or Division II athletics as a freshman, you must register and be certified by the NCAA Initial-Eligibility Clearinghouse.

Clearinghouse Registration
To register as an NCAA prospective student-athlete, visit the Clearinghouse website at:
www.eligibilitycenter.org
· Scroll down Option 1: Free Profile Page Account from the home page.
· Upon completing this process, you must request that your official Millbrook transcript be sent to the NCAA Clearinghouse. To do this, you must complete a Transcript Request form and submit it to your School Counselor. A copy of your final transcript will be sent to the NCAA after graduation.
· To be certified to compete at a Division I or II school, you must also request your Amateurism Certificate, which will be available in your senior year of high school.
· For additional information, visit
· https://www.womenssportsfoundation.org/
· https://nacda.com/sports/2018/7/17/nacda-nacda-collegiatedirectories-html.aspx?id=1065 

FINANCIAL AID
Federal, state, and institutional financial aid consists of grants and scholarships (which are not repaid), work programs, and loans.
· To begin the financial aid process, you must complete a “Free Application for Federal Student Aid” (FAFSA) https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid/fafsa.
· Forms should be completed at your earliest convenience once the website is available in January.
· Students who qualify for the Tuition Assistance Program in New York (TAP) will automatically be identified through the FAFSA website. No separate application is required. Information on the New York State Excelsior Scholarship is available at ww.hesc.ny.gov. 
· Attend Millbrook’s Financial Aid Night in November
· You must apply for financial aid every year. There is no guarantee that the same aid amount will be awarded yearly.
· Changes in your family situation affect your eligibility. If there are any changes in your financial circumstances after financial aid has been awarded, contact the financial aid administrator of the college you plan to attend.
· The CSS Profile Financial Aid form is an additional application required by specific colleges. The form is available at www.collegeboard.com. This form can be filled out in the fall of senior year. (Participating colleges are listed on the website.)
· After completing the FAFSA and/or CSS Profile, the students will receive a Student Aid Report (SAR). Check this document carefully to ensure the information is correct, and respond promptly to requests for additional information. If you want additional colleges or programs to receive your FAFSA and/or CSS Profile, request them from the service.
· Review your financial aid package upon receipt, and contact the college financial aid administrator if you have any questions.
· Please note: a financial aid application must be on file at the college to be considered for many scholarships.
· For more information on how to complete the FAFSA Form, visit https://studentaid.gov/apply-for-aid/fafsa/filling-out. 

Financial Aid Night at MHS
The Dutchess Community College Financial Aid Department will be the presenter of an hour-long informational program to review financial aid, FAFSA applications, scholarship programs, and more! Check our website for dates and times.












College Application Processing Form
Return to Mrs. Mattes after you SUBMIT your application
Please Print clearly!
Student ________________________________ Date ______________
College Name ______________________________________________
College Address ____________________________________________
Early Decision Y____ N_____ 			Early Action Y___ N____
Common Application ____	School Online Application ____	
Paper Application ____
*Download the Secondary School Report and Counselor Report for paper applications
I request an official transcript be sent to the above college. You MUST match the FERPA on Naviance for Common Application to receive electronic transcripts!
You are responsible for sending SAT/AP/ACT/IB scores to colleges.

__________________________________________________________
Student signature							                     Date

__________________________________________________________
Deadline Date								Counselor
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