COMPUTER-ASSISTED INSTRUCTION

GUIDELINES FOR COMPUTER AND INTERNET SAFETY USAGE

The term computer as used in this document is intended to have a broad interpretation.  Computer as used herein, means the computer itself along with all of the accessories and peripherals used in connection with the computer such as, but not limited to, the servers, backup drives, backup disk, network servers, communication servers, modems, Internet access software, CD ROMS, CD drives, printers, software, stored data, computer hardware, E-mail and any and all data and programs used on the computers.

LowndesNET is the network of computers for the School District, students, faculty, staff, as well as community persons.  As such, it also places a responsibility on all users of the network. The purpose of this document is to spell out some of the ethical issues, and describe how the School District applies to LowndesNET users.  Since we live in a community of computer users we have simple rules by which will make it easier for all of us to get along with each other in sharing our computers. The user shall agree to abide by these rules or the user shall not use the LowndesNET network.

Lowndes County Public Schools receives funding from Universal Service Administrative Company (USAC) for telecommunications, internet access, internal connections, etc.  It is essential that the School District is in compliance with the Child Internet Protection Act (CIPA). This act was signed into law December 21, 2000 and authorizes schools and libraries to enforce a policy on Internet safety that includes measures to block or filter Internet access for both minors and adults to certain visual depictions that are obscene, child pornography, or — with respect to use of computers with Internet access by minors — harmful to minors. CIPA requires that our Internet safety policy addresses the following issues:

· Access by minors to inappropriate matter on the Internet and World Wide Web 
1. The safety and security of minors when using electronic mail, chat rooms, and other forms of direct electronic communications 
1. Unauthorized access including "hacking" and other unlawful activities by minors online 
1. Unauthorized disclosure, use, and dissemination of personal information regarding minors 
1. Measures designed to restrict minors' access to materials harmful to minors 


Therefore, all users shall adhere to these acceptable use practices and any other acceptable use guidelines devised by the local school.

1. Users shall not use the LowndesNET or any school District’s computer or accounts for any purpose other than legitimate learning purposes – i.e., support of education, research, or business applications consistent with the purposes of the Board.
1. Users shall not use the LowndesNET network or its computers for malicious reasons, i.e., sending or making accessible any obscene abusive, or threatening messages.
1. Users shall not use the LowndesNET network or its computers for accessing Internet sites or to run programs that are offensive, illegal, or otherwise not suitable or proper for use in public schools.
1. All accounts, files and programs on the computer shall belong to someone.  Computer accounts shall be used only by the authorized owner of the account for the authorized purpose.  Users shall not erase, rename or make inaccessible others’ files or programs.
1. Users shall not attempt to discover another user’s password, either at the School District locally or via remote location.
1. Users shall not share their name, password or files with other users for any reason unless approved by a faculty or staff member.  The user shall be responsible for all uses of his/her account.
1. The illegal installation or use of copyrighted software for the use on computers owned and operated by the Board shall be prohibited.  Individual schools or the School District shall own or possess appropriate license(s) before copyrighted software may be installed or used. 

1. Users shall be prohibited from intentionally writing, producing, generating, copying, propagating, or attempting to introduce any computer code or program designed to self replicate, damage, or otherwise hinder the performance of any computer, file system or software.  Such software or programs are commonly called computer viruses, bugs, worms or by similar names.
1. Users shall be prohibited from intentionally damaging the LowndesNET network.
1. Users shall be prohibited from tampering with computer systems, printers, other hardware or associated equipment except as directed by a teacher, or faculty member.
1. Users shall not copy, change, or transfer any software provided by the School District without authorized permission from the LowndesNET administrator.
1. Users shall not illegally copy the copyrighted software provided by the School District.  The use of illegally copied software shall be considered a criminal offense and subject to criminal prosecution by the Software Publishers of America or law enforcement authorities.


Consequences
Penalties for students who violate this policy shall be commensurate with those outlined in the Student Code of Conduct.  Board employees shall be subject to disciplinary action for violation of this policy as deemed appropriate by the principal/director/supervisor.  The Board shall not defend or provide assistance to any employee who breaches any law governing computer or software usage.  In addition, misuse of the LowndesNET Network shall also result in a loss of network and/or computer privileges.

Board Rights
	The Board reserves the right to remove users’ files without warning.
	The Board reserves the right to amend this policy.
	The Board reserves the right to deny users access to the LowndesNET network.


