Coach Bobby Curlings is a 1991 graduate of Guilford College where he was a 4 year letterman in football. In 1997, Coach Curlings was hired at New Bern High School by his former high school coach, Coach Chip Williams, to be an assistant football and baseball coach. Coach Curlings came to NBHS from Bertie High School, his alma mater, where he served as an assistant football coach and the head baseball coach. Bertie had just won the 3A football state championship in 1995. During the next 9 years, he continued to be an assistant football coach, assistant athletic director, head baseball coach, and an assistant track coach. As an assistant track coach, Coach Curlings was a part of 2 outdoor state championship teams in 2006 and 2007. As a football assistant under Coach Williams from 1997 through 2005, New Bern won 5 conference championships, 3 eastern final championships, and were state runner up in 2002, 2003, and 2005. After the 2005 season, Coach Williams retired and Coach Curlings was hired as the Head Football Coach, which is the title he would hold for the next 12 years. In those 12 years, his teams accumulated a record of 115-39-1 (2nd on the all time win list at NBHS), they won 7 conference championships, played in 5 eastern finals, won 3 eastern finals, played in and won 3 state championships (2007, 2012, and 2014), were honored by maxpreps’ tour of champions 2 times as nationally ranked teams (2012 and 2014), had 2 undefeated seasons (2012 and 2014), set the school record for wins at 16 (2014), won 75% of games played, averaged 9.5 wins per year, 10 players were selected for the Shrine Bowl, 8 players were selected for the East West All Star Game, over 50 players signed to play college football at various levels, and three have had an opportunity at an NFL contract. Coach Curlings was also voted as the conference coach of the year in 2010, 2011, 2012, and 2014 and selected to coach in the East-West Allstar game in 2010 and the Shrine Bowl in 2015. At the conclusion of the 2017 season, Coach Curlings resigned from the position of Head Football Coach, but continued to be a part of the New Bern High School athletic program by being an assistant coach in volleyball and track. In 2021, he went back to where it all started and became an assistant football coach again and continues to enjoy his work with the student-athletes at New Bern High School.
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