Mike Hughes is currently an NFL cornerback for the Detroit Lions.  The journey to accomplish his dreams of playing in the NFL all started at New Bern High School.

During the 2012 season, Hughes started both ways playing WR and Corner where he earned All-Area honors as a Sophomore.  Hughes helped lead the team to a perfect 15-0 record and a State Championship.  During Hughes’ junior season, he started as QB and was named Team Captain by his teammates.  He lead the team in passing and rushing yards in 2012 which earned him his second All-Area and All-Conference honors.  During his senior season in 2014, Hughes was again named Team Captain and was the starting QB.  Hughes led the team and the conference in both passing and rushing hards.  His accolades include, Conference Player of the Year, All-Conference Team, All-Area Team and Team MVP.  Hughes was instrumental in leading the team to another perfect season (16-0) and the second State Championship in 3 seasons.  Hughes was awarded MVP of the State Championship game.

Hughes received multiple Division I offers to continue his football career and decided to start his collegiate career at UNC.  He saw action in 11 games as a true freshman and recorded 10 tackles and 3 pass break ups.  After his freshman year, Hughes transferred to Garden City Community College and earned National Junior College Athletic Association First Team All-America honors. He was ranked 5th in tackles (47 total tackles in 11 games), recorded 2 INTs, 6 pass breakups and returned 3 punts back for touchdowns.

Hughes spend his junior season at the University of Central Florida where he earned Second Team All-America honors from the FWAA and Phil Steele.  He was a 2017 1st team corner and 2nd team return specialist.  He was a 3-time AAC Player of the Week (10/16, 10/30, 11/27).  He was also named to the Paul Hornug Award Honor Roll that season.  Hughes’ most memorable play from the 2017 season was at home against South Florida where Hughes totaled 28 punt return yards, an interception, two pass breakups and 124 kick return yards which included a 95-yard game winning touchdown to keep UCF’s perfect season alive.  The UCF Knights went 13-0 that season toping it off with a Peach Bowl victory over Auburn.

Hughes declared for the NFL Draft in January of 2018.  He was drafted in the 1st round of the NFL Draft (30th overall) by the Minnesota Vikings where he spent the first three seasons of his career.  The rookie CB showed his strengths during his pro debut recording an interception returned for a touchdown during week one.  Hughes unfortunately suffered a torn ACL during week six against the Cardinals and that concluded his rookie year.  Hughes spent the next two seasons riding through injuries with the Vikings and eventually got traded to the Kansas City Chiefs in May of 2021.

During the 2021 season, Hughes made an immediate impact on the Chiefs defense seeing action in 17 games, recording 1 INT returned for a touchdown, 4 forced-fumbles, 1 fumble recovery and 47 combined tackles.  Hughes’ earned his first career Defensive Player of the Week for his Week 11 performance for the Chief’s victor over the Cowboys where he had a 23-yard fumble recovery for a touchdown on the opening play from scrimmage.  He also had 2 forced fumbles of his own, and lead the team in tackles with 9 on the night.  Hughes became the first player int he league to register two forced fumbles and one fumble record in a single game that season.

Hughes starts the 2022 season as the starting nickel corner for the Detroit Lions where he hopes to continue to make an immediate impact and become the most valuable player in the Lions secondary.

Off the field, Hughes spends his free time with his newborn son, Michael Javon Hughes Jr., his girlfriend Jackie and tries to make it home to New Bern as often as possible to spend time with his mother Tesha, sister Ashley, and his twin nieces Ally and Leyah.
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