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Dear ____________________ Family,
We are so excited to have you as part of our VLE family. Our school is starting the process to becoming a Mississippi Military Star School. We want to show our commitment to you, a military family, by creating an environment where your amazing children can flourish both academically and socially. We would love to partner with you in this endeavor to support your family and others like yours for years to come. Below are some things we are developing to better serve you and your family:
1. Our military point of contact for the school is Mrs. Twilbeck, the school counselor.
2. We have added a military resources page to our website with information on transition planning, academics, resources and educational opportunities, exceptional student services, military recognition events, mental health services, and military school liaison contacts for the area. 
3. We have started a student-led transition program with our 3rd grade leadership team and student representatives in each class. 
4. We are offering annual professional development training for our staff on how to identify and respond to the needs of military students and families.
5. We are creating a military display in our school to recognize and celebrate our service members, veterans, and military students.
We value your family so much and would love your help with some of these initiatives to help create a supportive environment for your children as well as new military children that come to our school in the future. 
1. Please have fun filling out the attached sheet and send it back to your child’s teacher. This will be part of our military display in our main hallway. We would love to include a picture of your family or military member in the display as well. Feel free to email it to katryna.twilbeck@jcsd.ms or send in a printed one. 
2. Please let us know if your child would like to participate in the student-led transition program as a participant or a leader by filling out the attached form. 
3. Attached is a list of military events and activities coming up at VLE.
4. If there are any questions or additional resources that would be helpful to you, please let us know on the attached form as well. 
Thank you for taking the time to partner with us on this very important program to help you and other military families in our community. 
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Your VLE Family






Military Student-Led Transition Program
This program is designed to be a peer-support system linking new military students with others at the school to help them become familiar with the school campus and make connections with staff and students around the school. Our program includes a peer leader from the 3rd grade leadership team and a student buddy in their classroom. 

Student(s) Name: _________________________________________________________________________________

_____ I would like my child to have a peer leader to help them become familiar with the school and meet new people.
_____ My child would like to be a peer leader for other military students that are new to the school.  


As a military family, we would love to know more about these things (at school and in the community):















Upcoming Military Events at VLE
March 10 – Military Musical Performance @   (open to the public)
April – Month of the Military Child
             Military Mondays – wear purple shirts every Monday in April (“purple-up” to support military families)
______ - Military Presentation from Keesler Air Force Base leadership

Other events and important dates for your children:
February 17 – Kindergarten Mardi-Gras Parade @ 1:00
February 20-22 – No School – Mardi Gras Break
March 1 – Spring Pictures
March 3- Read Across America Day – Book Parade @ 1:00
March 9 – 3rd grade family lunch
March 13 -14 – No School – Teacher work days
March 16 – Report Cards
April 4 – 2nd grade family lunch
April 6 - Bunny Hop & Kindergarten Egg Hunt
April 7-14 – No School – Spring Break
April 17-21 – 3rd grade State Testing
April 24-27 – Kindergarten Readiness testing
May 1-5 – 3rd Grade State Testing
May 12 – Kindergarten Musical
May 19 – Field Day
May 22 – Kindergarten and 1st grade awards
May 23 – 2nd & 3rd grade awards
May 24 – 60% Day (Last Day of School) – Dismissal @
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