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Parent and Family Engagement Policy
MONTICELLO ELEMENTARY
Purpose of policy:  Monticello Elementary receives Title 1, Part A funds and therefore must jointly develop with and distribute a written parent and family engagement policy that contains information required by section 1116(b) and (c) of Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) to families of students who attend Monticello Elementary.  Parents are the key stakeholder in their child’s educational process.  This policy ensures all stakeholders have an opportunity to participate in the planning process, reviewing, and implementing parent programs and activities at Monticello Elementary. The policy establishes the school’s expectations for parents and family engagement and describes how Monticello Elementary will implement specific parental and family engagement opportunities. 

Definition of a Parent- The legal definition of a “parent” is a parent, stepparent, or foster parent of a student or a person who has legal custody of a student pursuant to a court order and with whom the student resides.  For the purposes of this policy, we will use the term “parent” to encompass all diverse family situations.

Monticello Elementary agrees to implement the following requirements as outlined by Section 1116:  

· Involve parents in an organized ongoing way, in the planning, review, and improvement of programs under Title 1, Part A including the planning, review, and improvement of the school parent and family engagement policy and school-wide programs. 

· Update the parent and family engagement policy periodically to meet the changing needs of parents and the school.  The policy will be distributed to the parents of participating students.  The policy will be made available in the office for community members. 

· Provide opportunities for the participation of parents with limited English proficiency, parents with disabilities and parents of migratory students and reports in a language parents understand.  (Section 1111 of ESSA)

· Parents will have an opportunity to provide feedback to ensure the school wide is satisfactory and meets needs of all stakeholders. 

Be governed by the following statutory definition of parent and family engagement and carry out programs, activities, and procedures in accordance with this definition: Parent and family engagement means the participation of parents in regular two-way and meaningful communication involving student learning, progress, and school activities included ensuring:
· Parents are play an integral role in assisting their children’s learning.

· Parents are encouraged to be actively involved in school activities.

· Monitor attendance, ensure child is punctual, and prepared for learning.
· Reading together at home with child.

· Developing expectations and communicating those expectations with your child, as well as supporting your child to achieve those expectations.

· Meeting with teacher to discuss your child’s progress and goals.

· Become familiar with and support the school and individual classroom’s homework policies and demonstrate interest in the school work their children bring home.

· Ensure homework is completed.

· Assist their child with time management.

· Participate, as appropriate, in decisions relating to their child’s education.

· Read all notices and surveys from the school or the district and respond whenever requested.

· Parents are a full partner in child’s education and are included, as appropriate in decision-making and on advisory committees to assist in the education of their children.  (Section 1116 of ESSA)

Monticello Elementary agrees to implement the following requirements as outlined by ESSA Section 116. 

A. Annual Title 1 Meeting

Monticello Elementary will take the following actions to conduct an annual meeting, at a convenient time, and encourage and invite all parents of participating children to attend to inform them about the school’s Title 1 program, the nature of the Title 1 program, the parents’ requirements, the school parental involvement policy, the school wide plan, and the school parent compact.  
B. Flexible Number of Meetings

Monticello Elementary will offer a flexible number of engagement meetings at convenient times for families, such as meetings in the morning and evening (provide needs) 

C. Jointly Developed

Monticello Elementary will take the following actions to involve parents in an organized, ongoing and timely manner in the planning, review and improvement under Title 1, Part A programs, including the planning, review and improvement of the school parent family engagement policy and joint develop of school wide program. This also includes opportunities for regular meetings, if requested by parents, to formulate suggestions and to participate, as appropriate, in decisions relating to the education of their children and respond to any such suggestions as soon as practicably possible.

D. Communications

Monticello Elementary will provide parents of participating children timely information about programs under Title 1, including:

a. Timely information about Title 1 programs.

b. Description of curriculums that are utilized for core and supplemental instruction. 

c. Documents/forms of academic assessments used to measure student progress and growth over time.

d. Achievement levels of State academic standards.  (Kentucky Summative Assessment)

e. If requested by parents, opportunities for regular meetings to formulate suggestions and participate, as appropriate, in decisions relating to the education of their children and respond to any such suggestions as soon as practicable possible. 

Information related to the school and parent programs, meetings, and other activities will be sent to parents of participating children in an understandable and uniform format, including alternative formats upon request and to the extent practicable in a language the parents can understand.   

E. Complaint Process

Monticello Elementary will address any comments/concerns and share information with the programs department. 

F. School-Parent Compact

Monticello Elementary will take the following actions to jointly develop with parents of participating children a school-parent compact that outlines how parents, the entire school staff and students will share the responsibility for improved student academic achievement and how the school and par

a. Flexible number of meetings, such as meetings in the morning or evening. (Use Title 1 funds for services related to parent and family engagement.

b. Information related to the school and parent programs, meetings, and other activities, is sent to the parents of all participating children in an understandable and uniform format, including alternate formats upon request and to the extent possible in a language the parents can understand.
c. All parents will be invited to the Annual Title 1 meeting.  

d. All parents will have an opportunity to complete the needs assessment survey.

e. Share needs assessment results with all parents and revise parent and family engagement policy based on needs assessment survey.  

G. Build Capacity of Parents
Monticello Elementary will build the parents’ capacity for strong parental involvement to ensure effective involvement of parents and families and to support a partnership between the school and community to improve overall student academic achievement through the following:
a. Training and materials to help parents work with their child to improve achievement, such as literacy training and using technology (include education that targets copyright piracy) as appropriate to foster parental involvement.

b. Provide resources and assistance in helping parents understand the following topics:  State’s academic content and academic achievement standards, state and local assessments, including alternate assessments, program requirements of Title 1, Part A, monitor child’s academic progress, and how to work with educators to improve the achievement of their child. (Monthly newsletters with parent resources (Parents Make the Difference & Building Readers), parent events, classroom newsletters, education videos and links)

Monticello Elementary will educate school personnel, specialized instructional support personnel, principals, and other school leaders and staff, with the assistance of parents, in the value of utility of the contributions of parents, and in how to reach out to communicate with, and work with parents as equal partners, collaborate with the family resource center to implement and coordinate parent programs, and build ties between parents and the school. 
H. Coordination of Services 

Monticello Elementary will to the extent feasible and appropriate coordinate and 
integrate parent and family engagement programs and activities with other 
federal, state, and local programs, including public programs, and conduct other 
activities, such as parent resource centers, that encourage and support parents in
more fully participating in the education of the children.
I. Accessibility

To the extent practicable, Monticello Elementary shall provide opportunities for the participation of all parents and family members, including providing information and school reports required under section 1111 in a format and to the extent practicable in a language parents understand.  
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Date Adopted: August 15, 2023
Chairperson Signature: Virginia Cares, Principal
