ADOS

The Autism Diagnostic Observation Schedule – Module 2 was administered to XXXX on XXXX.   Marianne Mannion Dye, M.A. CCC/SLP served as the observer to this test, and Marcy Garcia, School Psychologist, served as the administrator

The ADOS, Module 2, is a semi-structured observation instrument used to assess social and communicative behaviors in children with autism.  This instrument includes a series of semi-structured tasks of high interest to children with autism.  The ADOS, Module 2 includes activities such as assembling puzzles, use of miniature toy objects, participation in a pretend birthday party, describing pictures and participation in snack time.  

In the area of Language and Communication, XXXX spontaneously generated consistent phrase speech.  Overall, she utilized non-echoed phrase speech of two to five words per utterance with emerging use of grammatical markings (eg: plurals, verb endings, articles). XXXX made some attempts to obtain and direct the examiner’s attention to toys or activities of interest to her.  When XXXX verbalized, her vocal intonation was subjectively judged to be odd with inappropriate pitch and/or stress on words.  Her rate of speech  was adequate but her  volume was inadequate. XXXX often whispered verbal requests under her breath. When cued to repeat what she had said, XXXX was able to speak in an appropriate vocal tone.   XXXXX used echoing of words and phrases regularly throughout the session.This may be an indication that she did not understand the question or language directed to her.    She occasionally used stereotyped utterances or odd phrases in an unusual way in conjunction with other flexible spontaneous language.  These utterances can appear meaningful at times, however due to the relative frequency of these utterances, attention is drawn to her communication.  For example, she uses the affirmation “sure” very often which tends to draw adverse attention to her.    When examining her conversational skills, XXXX offered little reciprocal conversation for the purpose of conversational interchange.  She offered some spontaneous comments, but presented with little sense of reciprocity. XXXX generated many phrases that she has heard others say within the context of the situation.  She did respond to her name by looking at the speaker and making eye contact.  This was observed on the fourth  trial (calling her name the first three times yielded no response as she was focused on a cause-effect toy).  She also used pointing to express interest and directed a person’s attention to a reference.  She spontaneously uses some informational, conventional and instrumental gestures such as “clapping”, “pointing” and “head shaking” however she was not observed to use descriptive gestures.  Descriptive gestures enact or represent an object or event.  

In the area of Reciprocal Social Interaction, XXXX never used  appropriate eye contact within her communication during the ADOS.  She does direct facial expressions to communicate affect. The range of her expressions varied between happy or disappointment (when she did not get a certain toy she wanted).   XXXX demonstrated pleasure in interacting with this examiner during the play situations presented to her.  This shared enjoyment was observed during play activities.  XXXX  was observed to show a toy to the examiner, with coordinated eye contact as an indicator of the referent.  This occurred with verbalization.  “Showing” is defined as “deliberately orienting and placing an object of interest where it can be seen without wanting help or in an effort to participate in a routine”. In addition, XXXX successfully responded to joint attention.  She was able to use the orientation of the examiner’s eyes and face alone as a cue to look toward a target without the need for pointing.  Her ability to spontaneously initiate joint attention on her own has yet to emerge.  This is looking at a toy or object and then back to a person to communicate shared interest or engagement in a socially appropriate manner.  The quality of XXXX’s social overtures is slightly unusual in that they are restricted to personal demands or related to her own interests.  Some attempts to involve this examiner in that interest was evident.  This aspect of the assessment judges XXX’s attempts to initiate social interaction with the examiner only.  Judging the quality of her social responses revealed some social awkwardness and/or inappropriateness based on her frequent seeking of hugs with unfamiliar examiners.    XXXX may respond to others, however; her responses can be awkward drawing attention to her communication.  When examining the frequency of her reciprocal social communication, XXX’s communication is either object-oriented, echolalic and there is little or no social chat or give and take.  It can be stated that the overall quality of rapport with XXXX was  inappropriate at times and not sustained.    

In the area of Play, XXX showed some spontaneous functional play with cause/effect toys and some play with miniatures (e.g.; plane, truck).  She pretended to fly the plane on her own and pushed the car.  She held her hands over her ears when this examiner squeaked the frog and made it jump.  Her imaginative or creative play (creative use of objects in a representational manner that goes beyond the physical properties of the materials) was minimal.  She could engage if directed by the examiner, but showed minimal initiation of imaginative play independently.    

XXX does present with some Stereotyped Behaviors and Restricted Interests.  She showed aversions to toys that made unexpected sounds.   XXX was not observed to use hand or finger mannerisms during this session.  No self-injurious behaviors were observed.  She did not line toys up, or interact with objects in an atypical manner. 

 XXX  did not show excessive overactivity.  She can be fidgety and stand up frequently out of her chair; however, she was easily redirected with simple verbal cues.   XXX was not disruptive, negative, destructive or aggressive.  No obvious signs of anxiety such as trembling or jumpiness or signs of worry or concerns were observed. XX score on the ADOS exceeds the cut off for Autism.
Communication Score: 

7   (Autism cut-off=5; autism spectrum cut-off=3)

Reciprocal Social Interaction Score    13    (Autism cut-off=6; autism spectrum cut-off=4).      

Total ADOS score


20 (Autism cut-off=12; autism spectrum cut-off=8)

