The Autism Diagnostic Observation Schedule – Module 1 was administered to XXXX on September 28, 2009 by the speech-language pathologist and the diagnostic teacher.  

The ADOS, Module 1, is a semi-structured observation instrument used to assess social and communicative behaviors in children with autism.  This instrument includes a series of semi-structured tasks of high interest to children with autism.  The focus of Module 1 of the ADOS is on the playful uses of toys and materials such as bubbles, cause/effect toys, sensory items (playdough, strings), books cars etc.  Functional and symbolic play activities are incorporated.  

In the area of Language and Communication, XXXXX predominately vocalizes with the use of single words or scripted phrases.  Her overall level of non-echoed language consisted of recognizable single words that were rarely used for the purposes of communicative intent. XXXXX did express “No” when protesting participation of a task and on one occasion said “Bubbles” indicating a desire for the bubbles to continue.  XXXX’s vocalizations were marked by odd intonation, inappropriate pitch, or exaggerated inflection patterns.  The majority of phrases heard were considered stereotyped/idiosyncratic use of words.  During this evaluation XXXXX rarely repeated or echoed others speech.  Throughout the evaluation XXXXX did not attempt to use another person’s body part to communicate (ie: movement of limb or part of someone else’s body to direct attention).  Pointing to objects and/or gesturing to indicate a communicative function or to initiate shared attention was not demonstrated. 

In the area of Reciprocal and Social Interaction, XXXXX used poorly, socially modulated eye contact to initiate, terminate or regulate social interactions. She responded to being tickled by examiner, with a partial social smile, but only after several attempts.  XXXXX turned away from the examiner on several occasions, rarely or never directing appropriate facial expressions in response to activities.  She was not able to follow examiner’s eye gaze even when a physical prompt and use of pointing cue and directive “look” was given.   While XXXXX showed anticipation during the balloon activity, (pretended to blow with lips when the examiner raised the balloon to lips; held hands to cheeks when anticipating the balloon might pop) she showed little pleasure in the interaction with the examiner.  XXXXX did not retrieve the balloon and take it back to the examiner to request/indicate wanting the task to continue.  XXXXX turned in response to her name called and directed her attention to the object being demonstrated, never giving eye contact to the examiner. Other attempts at calling XXXXX’s name or trying to gain her attention were unsuccessful.  XXXXX requested more bubbles, on one occasion, by vocalizing “bubbles”, without integrating eye contact.  Throughout the evaluation XXXX did not “give” or “show” objects to the examiner or another person.  Giving requires independent and spontaneous release of an object.  Showing is defined as “a deliberate placement of an object in order for it to be seen by another person but not with an effort to get help”.   XXXXX was unable to follow a line of regard or approximate spontaneous initiation of joint attention to an object until the object was activated.   XXXXX did not present social overtures of any kind during this evaluation. 

In the area of play XXXXX showed some appropriate play with cause/effect toys and imitated demonstration of toys.  She did not engage in representational play with other toys or pretend play directed to others or dolls.  

In the area of Stereotyped Behavior and Restricted Interests, XXXX did not present with unusual sensory interests in play, such as sniffing, repetitive touching, licking, or prolonged visual examination. 

She did exhibit finger flicking briefly when entering the testing room. No other repetitive or stereotyped behaviors were observed during this evaluation.   

Finally, the area of Other Abnormal Behaviors  revealed that XXXX  hardly remains still at any given time, moves around the room that may be difficult to interrupt and possible disrupting to other activities.  She shows occasional displays of mild upset. No signs of anxiety were observed. 

Communication Score of                       8 (Autism cut-off = 4)

Reciprocal Social Interaction Score    14(Autism cut-off = 7)

Total ADOS score                               22

The Total ADOS score falls above the Autism cut –off score of 12. 

