Ms. Puttre
Junior English Syllabus
 2017-2018

Email/Google Doc Share:
Pam.puttre@henhudschools.org

This year’s course is designed to increase mastery of your English reading and writing skills. While preparing you for life after high school, we will hone in on close reading, analysis, research and vocabulary skills. This course will prepare you for the Regents exam and the SAT.

EXTRA HELP HOURS: I am available after school every day and stay late alternate Mondays

MATERIALS:
A single subject notebook AND a folder exclusively for English class. Pens, Pencils, and highlighters
A dictionary. This may be an app on your digital device. However, please see my Digital Device Policy below. 

CELL PHONE/DIGITAL DEVICE POLICY: Cell phones are often a distraction from coursework and frequently contribute to a hostile environment. Cell phones may not be in sight during class unless I, as the instructor, have permitted their use. Phone violations will be dealt with on a case by case basis. 
Devices such as laptops and tablet computers will be welcome in class while they are being used for study or work completion. 

HOMEWORK:
THIS IS A GOOGLE DOC AND GOOGLE CLASSROOM COURSE
Emailed assignments with attachments will not be accepted.
Homework will be given regularly and will be posted on my website.  However, each student must still check with a classmate when they are absent since assignments are changed and updated to suit the learning needs of all students and updates will first be posted on the classroom white board. 
A missed test must be made up within one week. Missed classwork due to absence is expected upon your return to class. 

Chronic lateness on homework hurts your success in the course. If health issues, family issues, weather-related problems with power (for example) make it difficult to get your homework in on time we can work together to set up a timeline for completion. 

Grading:
Points for each assignment will be determined by the size and/or value of assignment. For example a homework that might only take 30 minutes may count for 30 points, a paper may be worth 200 points and an in-class essay may be worth 50 to 100 points. 
Tests are typically worth 100 points.

Student participation will be evaluated on a regular basis and points will be added into averages. 
There will be 75 or more participation points per quarter. Your participation grade includes your class work and group work. 

Your final exam for this course will be the NYS English Regents which is administered in June

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY:
All students at Hendrick Hudson High School are here to learn and play an active role in our community. A cornerstone of community building is a relationship of mutual trust and respect coupled with honesty. Each student is expected to respect the HHHS honor code, submit his/her own work and avoid plagiarism. Students who have cheated on a test, quiz, or homework assignment, whether by copying the work of a peer or plagiarizing from sources, will:
1. Get a referral
2. Parents will be called
3. Will get a zero on the assignment
4. May receive additional punishment at the discretion of administration

Outline
This outline is subject to change as needed. Every effort will be made to meet the unique needs of each student while also attending to the needs of the class as a whole. 

Quarter One:

Weeks 1-5:
These weeks will be primarily focused on an assessment of student strengths and weaknesses, a build up of advanced textual analysis, executive functioning skills for grades 11 and 12 in preparation for college readiness, and argumentative writing. 

· Vocabulary study and exercises that focus on incorporating stronger vocabulary into your writing
· Poetry and Short Story Study ending in slide presentation, creative writing, and textual analysis
· Argumentative Writing using complex non-fiction and primary sources (first 5 weeks will end in a quarterly exam that assesses argumentative writing)
· Executive functioning review: planning and preparing for course work

Weeks 6-10:
These weeks will involve studying literary themes and an introduction to research. 
· Continuation of vocabulary study SAT/ACT practice
· Study The Crucible
· Research American justice and conspiracy theories
· 2 page essay on justice and conspiracy (assignment may change)
· Unit Exam and Study on The Crucible 

Quarter Two:
Weeks 1-5 (before Winter Break)
We will proceed with our study of American Literature with The Great Gatsby and review how to write a Regents argumentative essay.
· Study The Great Gatsby and begin Book Notes
· Study Early 20th century America, the roaring 20’s, Harlem Renaissance poetry, music and art
· Regents Argumentative Essay (may not be taken until January)

Weeks 6-10
Continue with The Great Gatsby reconvene vocabulary study and multiple choice test taking practice. Students will aim to demonstrate mastery of textual analysis and analytical thinking. 
· Complete study of Gatsby include potential creative project
· Practice Regents Multiple Choice, learn test corrections
· Complete study of Harlem Renaissance and history with creative presentation

Quarter 3
This quarter will involve developing mastery of rhetorical analysis and a deeper exploration of how the American dream is pervasive in art and literature. Students will hone skills in writing and reading.

Weeks 1-5
· Dr. Martin Luther King rhetorical speech analysis
· A look at early American essayists like Thoreau, Emerson, and Twain
· Study A Farewell to Arms (this text may be substituted for an alternate play or novel)
· Study WWI geography, history, and imagery in literature (this is contingent on reading “Farewell”)
· 3rd quarter benchmark will assess argumentative writing and Regents readiness

Weeks 6-10
· Continue with A Farewell to Arms
· Introduction to American modernism in art, music, and literature
· Short mid-century poetry unit
· Continue with vocabulary study
· Begin either A Streetcar Named Desire or A Raisin in the Sun or The Catcher in the Rye

Quarter 4
The fourth quarter is a time to finalize preparations for the Regents and prepare for senior year and beyond. Students will continue to engage in study of literature and argument. This quarter may culminate in a short research paper.  
Weeks 1-9
· Continue literature study with a culminating essay on corruption of the American dream
· Complete one full Regents exam in class and finalize preparation for June
· Combine research, argument, and writing instruction to compose short research paper

 


