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	Area being Rated:
	Materials needed to pass rating
	Present in classroom?
Yes or no?
	Notes:

	Indoor Space:
	Enough space for children to move around freely, natural light coming in – meaning the blinds are open.  Room is clean and organized
	
	

	Furniture for routine care & play
	The furniture is appropriate size for the children (when in chairs the children’s feet touch the floor) toys are stored correctly.  Diaper changing items are near the changing table, mats are stored correctly.  Adults have some adult seating in the classroom.
Stepping stools are present to help children reach sink
	
	

	Relaxation and comfort
	There are materials in the classroom that are soft and cozy( rugs, couch, soft toys) children have access to the material freely and the material is clean and taken care of
	
	

	Display of 
Children
	There are pictures of children posted in the classroom showing they are developing skills.  Pictures of the family are displayed in the classroom. Art work is posted in the classroom showing the individual skills of children (meaning all the art work is not the same).  Items are posted at children’s eye level.
	
	

	Greeting /departing
	The staff greets each child and parent as they arrive – they are warm and friendly making families feel welcomed.  The staff supports kiddos who are having difficulties separation from parents.  Staff is recording the infants /toddlers information on the daily activity record.  Staff share positive notes and any concerns to parent’s at the end of the day in a confidential and profession al manner.
	
	

	Meals/snacks
	Meals and snack schedule meets each child’s needs, sanitary procedures are being followed, USDA practices are being followed. Family style sitting is being practiced, teachers are engaging in conversations with the children.  Foods are being introduced and encouraged to try.  Bottle feeding practices are being followed
	
	

	Nap
	Each child has their own personal bedding; bedding is sanitized and washed weekly or as needed.  There is a scheduled time for rest – but there is also flexibility for individual needs.  Children are helped in relaxing but are not forced to lie down or sleep.  Activities are offered to children who do not nap
	
	

	Diapering / toileting
	Supervision and sanitary practices are being fully practiced at all times with diapering and toileting. Sinks and toilets are age appropriate in size and step stills are offered for those children who do not reach.  Hand washing practices are fully practiced.  Diaper changing and toileting is frequently checked and is done as needed for individual children.  Interaction and conversation is still being conducted through the diapering and toileting process. Encouragement and praise given for those children learning toileting skills.
	
	

	Health practices
	Children are properly cared for in health and sanitation – hand washing occurs at least 75% of the time in the classroom for both children and staff. Extra clothes are available for children. Medication is properly stored and administered and documented. Tooth brushes are properly sanitized and changed regularly.  Books are and pictures and songs on health are provided in the classroom.  Oral health dental curriculum is being shared with families and is documented and can be found in child’s file.
	
	

	Safety practices
	No more than 3 safety hazards where identified for both indoor and outdoor areas.  Staffs are aware of the environment and materials and assure that there are no safety hazards.  Safety rules are practiced with children and are used to redirect children.  Redirection and rules are presented in a positive manner” Walking feet, inside voices” Doors and gates are secure for children‘s safety.  White boards and in and out boards and zoning is being utilized at all times to ensure active supervision.
	
	

	Helping children understand language
	Staff is frequently modeling appropriate language in the classroom.  Descriptive words, rhyme words and simple words are used with the children on a daily basis.  Conversations are positive and displayed in a pleasant tone.  Staff speak at children’s’ eye level, primary language, and a level where child understands.
	
	

	Helping children use language
	Staff will model and work on turn taking with conversations – staff will map out their actions as they are doing them for example- “teacher is going to change your diaper now”. Staff responds to children’s need and interest in a prompt manner- staff will ask children simple questions like what is this picture? What animal is this? Staff will extend or add more words and ideas to children’s vocabulary for example if child says juice , the teacher will say  “Oh you want more orange juice”

	
	

	Using Books
	No torn books or books that are in bad shape should be displayed in the classroom; there should be at least 2 books available for each child to look at.  Books should vary in topics- and in English and Spanish.  Books are read daily to children in large and in individual or small groups.
Book time is warm and interactive with the children. 
	
	

	Active physical play
	A large area for young children to move around in freely- materials are offered to help with muscle skills (crawling, walking, climbing) 2 or more of the same item is offered, an outdoor play is offered for children to explore and use large muscles. The outdoor area has shade and they are protected from direct sunlight- 
	
	

	Art
	Art time is offered to the children daily- materials that are offered are age appropriate.  Art projects are based on each child’s capabilities and not on teacher interest or teachers model. Staffs are supportive of each child’s current skill.  Materials are simple and appropriate for children to use and be exposed to. Materials are non-toxic and do not promote a health concerns or a choking concern
	
	

	Music and movement
	Musical toys and instruments are available to the children at their access, staff use music and music toys are part of the children’s learning throughout the day.  The stereo is used at moments but does not dominate music exposure or time and the volume is at a appropriate level. Staff model songs and chants with children though out the day. Dancing is also part of the activities and is offered daily.
	
	

	Blocks
	At least two different types of blocks are offered with at least 10 pieces- an area is designated for block play.  There are also a variety of other materials offered in the block area like transportation vehicles, people, animals, and traffic signs.  Staff is engaged with children in the block area. Materials are accessible to the children and they are given opportunity to freely play with the materials.
	
	

	Dramatic Play
	Props that are displayed help support diversity, culture and disabilities.  Props that are offered indoors can also be taken outdoors. Staff is also engaged with children’s play in the dramatic area.  The props and area is accessible to children and children are allowed to play in area throughout the day.  Materials and furniture is age appropriate and size is appropriate.
	
	

	Sand and Water play
	Water and sand play is available daily and freely to the children – there are other props available to engage with the water or sand (buckets, floating toys, funnels, dolls).  Water is dumped out after play.  Children’s hands are washed after water or sand play. Water and sand play is an indoor and outdoor activity.
	
	

	Nature and Science
	Books and pictures are posted or available on nature or that display real life people, animals, food, homes. Outdoor experiences for children to learn about the environment (weather, trees, grass, animals). Staff show interest in nature and model that to the children.  Materials are offered that teach children about nature and science and they are accessible to the children – the area is easy identified.
	
	

	Use of TV/video or computer
	These items are not currently offered for infant and toddlers.
	
	

	Promoting acceptance/diversity
	The classroom welcomes all races, genders, and cultures by displaying a variety of culture materials.  Posters, dolls, pictures, play food, play clothes, books, and play people, and music. Children are not separated by gender.  Staff do not display or model prejudice towards children or other adults.
	
	

	Supervision of play and learning
	Children are always within sight of staff, teachers are aware of where children are at (zoning). Staffs react quickly to situations and observe situation to avoid any escalation of a situation.  Staff is still engage with children while supervising children.  Children who require more support has a staff who support them, staff are constantly aware for hazards or unsafe materials or situations.
	
	

	Peer interaction
	Staff model positive social interaction to the children – staff have positive interactions with the children. Staff help children learn about feelings and help teach children how to express themselves.  Praise is given to children and positive reinforcements.
	
	

	Staff and child interaction
	Staff is constantly engaged with children throughout the day.  Staff is aware of children’s needs and interest and support children- they are sensitive and caring towards the children.  Staff is smiling, they are at child’s level, they are interacting on the floor with the children, and they are having conversations with the children.
	
	

	Discipline
	There are enough materials are provided (duplicates) to avoid children fighting over items, staff use positive redirection with children and explain children’s actions.  Time out is not used or any form of punishment- threats are not used or bribes. Children are praised for positive behaviors.  Staff knows where to seek support for any concerns in a child.
	
	

	Schedule
	Schedule will meet the needs of the children. Schedule will be flexible but consistent. Transitions will be planned and purposeful.  The schedule will contain meals, departure, arrival and free play. Schedule should allow time for children to transition. 
	
	

	Free play
	Free play will occur for much of the day. Free play will also be included in outdoor time. Staff will supervise at all times but will also engage. Children will select materials in area of choice. 
	
	

	Group Play Activities
	Staff will provide opportunities for children to engage in group activities. Staff will provide enough materials for group play to occur. Children have the choice to participate in group play. Staff will meet the needs of both individual and group play. 
	
	

	Children with Disabilties
	Children with disabilities are integrated into the classroom. Modifications will be made as needed to support children with disabilities. Materials will be provided to support children with disabilities. Staff will be made aware of individual needs. Staff will seek support for children with disabilities. Inclusion will be practiced. 
	
	

	Parents in the Program
	Parents are made aware of the programs philosophy and approach. Parents are given information thru handbook, policies, invites and participation. Parent input is asked and valued. Parents are made part of their child’s education thru selecting children goals, supporting activities and volunteering. 
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