The Top 10 Reasons to complete the FAFSA as soon as possible after October 1, 1016:
1. You'll have a better chance of receiving aid from programs with limited funds, like federal work-study and Perkins loans, and institutional grants.
2. You can complete the FAFSA before your college applications - just include colleges you plan to apply to and, if needed, update with additional colleges later.
3. It's easy! Since you'll use 2015 federal income tax information, most students and families can use the IRS Data Retrieval tool to complete the income questions.
4. You'll learn about financial aid eligibility early in the admissions process and can make more informed decisions about what colleges apply to.
5. You're sure to meet all of your prospective colleges’ priority financial aid filing deadlines.        
6. If you apply for early decision or early action, you’ll get finalized financial aid award information soon after acceptance notification.
7. If you're planning to apply for any private scholarships that require you to be Pell eligible, you’ll know your eligibility right away.
8. You'll be able to explore the financial impact of a college choice well before the May 1 deadline .
9. If borrowing is needed, federal loans are only available through the FAFSA.  Note:  learn the difference between subsidized loans and unsubsidized loans!  Don’t forget to compare other borrowing options.
[bookmark: _GoBack]10.  You will have all of your financial aid information in well in advance of the March 2 State of California deadline (the FAFSA is the application for Cal Grants, Middle Class Scholarship, and more.)
COMPLETE THE FAFSA EVEN IF YOU DON’T THINK YOU WILL QUALIFY FOR ANY GOVERNMENT FINANCIAL AID!
MANY MERIT SCHOLARSHIPS REQUIRE THAT THE STUDENT HAVE A FAFSA ON FILE!
