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December 2014
Dear Parents/Guardians:

This letter is to advise you of the guidelines for entry into the Discovery Program at the elementary level.  
The program’s purpose is to identify gifted children who generally score at or above the 95th percentile on 
most standardized tests.  Our district’s approach to servicing gifted children includes a pull-out program designed to meet the needs of high ability learners in a homogeneous setting. 

Qualifying Screening and Notification
1. Students qualify for admission to the Discovery Program based on their scores on each

of the following measures:

· cognitive aptitude as measured by a group aptitude test

· academic achievement as measured by standardized math and reading assessments

· teacher evaluation as measured by a teacher rating scale

· portfolio/performance as measured by an evaluation rubric

A student qualifies for consideration based on a teacher recommendation or a specified high score on the cognitive aptitude or standardized achievement measures. A student’s scores are entered into a matrix that generates a composite score.  Students who receive scores above the cutoff score are admitted into the program. 

2. There are three (3) entry points for the Discovery Program at the elementary level.  They are in the 
fall of grades three, four and five and are described in detail on the following page.  New entrants to 
the District will be screened after completing a minimum of one marking period in the Hewlett-Woodmere School District. 

If you have specific questions regarding our child’s standardized score, please contact our school psychologist, 

Dr. Rosenblatt at (516) 792-4540.  If you have additional questions regarding specifics about the Discovery Program, please contact our Discovery Teacher, Ms. Torresson at jtorresson@hewlett-woodmere.net.

Thank you for your continued support of the programs offered in the Hewlett-Woodmere Public Schools.

Sincerely,
Dr. Evelyn Lolis
Principal

(over)

Specific Screening Procedures by Grade Level for the 2014-2015 school year:

Grade 3 screening will occur at the beginning of third grade and include second grade teacher input:

· results of fall administration of  third grade test of cognitive skills

· results of fall administration of small group third grade standardized reading and math achievement testing 

· results of classroom teacher evaluation 

· results of portfolio/performance as measured by an evaluation rubric

Discovery teachers, classroom teachers and parents can recommend children for re-screening at this time.  Nominated students will be given new assessments as needed to meet the above criteria.  The process will occur in the fall of 3rd grade. Requests to administer achievement tests will be sent home with the cognitive scores which could be 6-8 weeks after the October cognitive testing.  Written notification of acceptance into the program will be mailed when the achievement test scores are sent home.  The deadline for submitting an appeal letter is two weeks after the test scores are sent home.  

Grade 4 screening will occur in the fall of fourth grade based on:

· results of prior test of cognitive skills or more current small group testing 

· results of prior math or reading achievement testing or more current small group testing 

· results of classroom teacher evaluation scale, grades 3 and / or 4

· results of  portfolio/performance as measured by an evaluation rubric

Discovery teachers, classroom teachers and parents can recommend children for re-screening at this time.  Nominated students will be given new assessments as needed to meet the above criteria. The process will occur in early fall. The deadline for nominations is September 30.  Re-screening results will be mailed by the end of October.  

Grade 5 screening will occur in the fall of fifth grade based on:

· results of early fall administration of fifth grade test of cognitive skills

· results of small group administration of standardized reading and math achievement testing

· results of classroom teacher evaluation scale, grades 4 and / or 5

· results of  portfolio/assessment as measured by an evaluation rubric

All students will take a test of cognitive skills at this level.  Permission for achievement testing for those who qualify for further testing will be mailed along with your child’s test scores. Written notification of acceptance into the program will take place by one month after the initial results are mailed home.  

Other Information

Appeals Process:

If a parent or guardian wishes for his/her child to be considered for admission to the Discovery Program through the appeals process in grades three or four, he/she may send a letter of request to the building principal by the deadlines stated above.  No letters will be accepted after the deadline.  This letter will initiate a re-screening process and give permission to retest using alternate cognitive and/or achievement assessments as needed.   This data will generate a composite score.  If the student scores above the designated cutoff score, the student will be admitted to the program.  Further screening occurs in the fall of grade five. 

Special Selections:

A student with a disability or a student for whom English (ELL) is not the dominant language will be considered through an alternate assessment based on input from the Special Education staff and/or teachers of English Language Learners (ELL).
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