Sugar Creek Second Grade Curriculum
Dear Second Grade Families, 
Welcome to second grade!  I’m sure we all have memories of what second grade was like for us, but probably cannot remember the specific things we learned that year.  Therefore, I have organized a general outline of the second grade curriculum.  The following summarizes what I will cover this year with your child.  With your help and support from home, second grade will be a wonderful learning experience for all.
Language Arts- The majority of our mornings will be spent in the language arts areas. These subjects will be taught in a workshop format. This style has been proven to be the most effective for the greatest possible student learning and understanding. Each day, in reading and writing, your child will be presented with a “mini-lesson” that covers a specific concept. They will then have an extended period of time (30-45 minutes) to practice this skill through individual application. During this time, they will also have the opportunity to meet with me both individually and in small groups to make sure they are using their skills to the best of their ability.  At the end of the workshop time, students are encouraged to share how they applied the concept they learned earlier in the lesson. 
 Reading-   Our focus this year will again be using the reader’s workshop approach.  The students will be reading books at their level as well as learning how to respond to their reading through writing and discussion. 
In second grade, the students work to solidify their use of reading strategies to decode words, as well as beginning to delve deeper into reading comprehension strategies. The comprehension strategies your child will learn and practice this year are: visualizing, making connections, synthesizing, determining importance, inferencing, asking questions, predicting, analyzing and monitoring and correcting
In our classroom, the students will be exposed to a variety of genres in reading, and will learn about themselves as readers. Second graders will receive an environment that is rich in literature from the classroom library, individual book buckets, and the school library.  
Our school will again receive Title I services this year.  Our Title I teacher, Miss Ericka Helgason, will assist students on an as needed basis throughout the year.  
Writing- This year our students are encouraged to write using Traditional Manuscript (Block print) and Traditional Cursive.  We will begin cursive writing very soon.   Students will begin writing in all cursive in March.

Writing will be taught daily through the workshop method. Students will learn how to write the 3 modes of writing: narrative, explanatory and persuasive. We will focus on one mode each trimester. Within these modes, students will learn how to write personal narratives and fairy tales (fall), non-fiction books, biographies and autobiographies (winter) and opinion letters (spring).  
Within each mode, students will be taught the six traits of powerful writing: organization, sentence fluency, ideas, word choice, voice and conventions. Students will take their writing pieces through the writing process to learn how to brainstorm, draft, edit, revise, publish and share their work. 

Second grade is a time for great growth in the area of writing, and it is exciting to see the development in your child throughout the year!
Spelling/Word Work  Unit 5 has adopted the Words Their Way program to use for spelling. This program has a unique approach to word work (or spelling) that makes learning the rules of English meaningful to students. While this is a change from the past, when students simply memorized a list of words for a Friday test, it is research based, and helps students become lifelong spellers. This program also helps students apply the patterns they know to help spell and read new, unfamiliar words. Please see the additional note in your packet for more detailed information on our word works program. 
Math-   Our district uses the Everyday Math series.   This program has been modified throughout the district to better meet the new Common Core Standards that have been implemented across the country.  While Everyday Math employs a “spiral” approach to learning, where mastery isn’t necessarily required, the Common Core Standards have a different expectation.  In second grade, we will use the Everyday Math series to delve deeply into a fewer number of concepts.  The skills your child will be taught this year include the following: number sense, time, money, basic recall of addition & subtraction facts, fractions, measurement, graphing, number stories involving addition & subtraction, 2-3 digit addition & subtraction, 3D & 2D shapes, decimals, and place value.  There is a note in your folder that breaks down the math skills by trimester!

This year we will also be introducing students to the workshop format in math.  On certain days, we will begin our math time with a brief mini-lesson, and the students will apply their knowledge through independent and small group work. In the workshop approach, students will begin each unit with a pre-test.  This pre-test helps me know what topics in the unit students need extra reinforcement on, and which can simply be reviewed.  Your child will bring this pre-test home early in the unit, with an approximate post-test date included on it.  This test can be kept at home to help you review math concepts with your child.  As a general rule, the post-test for each unit will contain many, if not all, of the same skills, simply using different numbers.  
At times, your child will receive math homework. While the main purpose of homework is to give your child extra practice on a skill we have recently learned, this also gives you an opportunity to get an idea of how your child is grasping the current math concepts.    These homelinks should be checked over, signed, and returned the next day.  
Along with basic math concepts, students are also expected to master all single digit addition and subtraction facts by the end of the year (all addition facts through 9+9 and subtraction facts 18-9 and below). To help achieve this, students will participate in a daily math program entitled Rocket Math. This is a program that introduces 2-4 new facts at each “level”. Please see the additional sheet in your packet for more detailed information on Rocket Math.   
Science- Our district recently purchased a new science series.  Our science texts employ a spiral approach, which means that students learn about similar topics each year, however, as they progress through the grades, the learn about each topic in greater detail.  Second grade has several units of study.  The following are the units that your child will be exposed to:
· Plants

· Animal

· Plant and Animal Habitats

· Living Things

· Earth’s Land, Air & Water

· Weather and Seasons

· Fossils & Dinosaurs

· Matter

· Forces & Motion

· Sound

· Energy

· Earth & Space

· Technology
If you are interested, parents/guardians can have access to the science text online.  Please let us know if you are interested.
 

 Social Sciences – The second grade social studies curriculum is from Houghton Mifflin Harcourt.  The second grade curriculum will be based around the theme, People we know.  Just like math, science, and reading, this too is a spiral curriculum.  

If you are interested, parents/guardians can have access to the science text online.  Please let us know if you are interested.
Art, Music, Computers, Library, and P.E. - These subjects are taught by specialists and are integrated into the second grade curriculum accordingly.  This year, the time spent in these area classes has been altered from past years.  The following is a breakdown of how much time your child will spend in each class:
PE: 25 minutes daily

Music: 25 minutes, twice a week

Art: 50 minutes, once a week

IMC: 50 minutes, once a week
