 
Join our winning team or just play for fun…chess is for everyone!

Grove Chess Club


Our Objective:  Grove chess club allows children to learn and enjoy chess while experiencing healthy competition and team spirit.  Chess is an excellent way for a child to develop critical- thinking, problem-solving, decision-making, and competitive maturity…and it’s fun.  

Eligibility: Any Grove Elementary School students, beginner through advanced players. Knowledge of the game is not necessary.
 
Club Meeting Times:  We will have a parent information meeting on Thursday, October 28th from 6:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. in the Grove cafeteria.  We will NOT have Chess Club on Thursday, November 4th.  Our weekly lessons will begin on Thursday, November 11th.  The beginner group will meet from 5:30 p.m. -  6:30 p.m. in the 2nd grade commons.  The intermediate and advanced groups will meet from 6:30 p.m. - 7:30p.m. in the cafeteria.  We typically meet from October – March.

Format:  Classroom instruction and game practice.  

Registration:  Registration is necessary. Forms must be completed, and money must be received by Friday, November 5th. All the information and forms are available online at the Grove chess club webpage on the Grove Elementary website: http://www.unit5.org/grove  

Dues: Please refer to the registration form for the fee details. Dues are payable upon registration.

Communication:  E-mail is our main form of parent communication.  Please check your e-mail frequently as I will send important updates.  If Unit 5 after school activities are canceled for inclement weather, chess club will also be canceled.

Coach Information: 
Coach Joe Kessinger has been a Bloomington/Normal area chess coach for several years.  He has coached students at various skill levels, including teaching private lessons.  While in high school, Joseph led his team to win IHSA Chess Sectionals in back to back years.  Joseph had many achievements throughout his high school years as 1st board, including taking home 1st Place Trophy at the 2017 Illinois All-Grade tournament.  Joseph is currently studying Accounting at Heartland Community College and continuing to pursue chess.  

Student Drop-off / Pick-up: 
Members may be dropped off, but parents are certainly welcome.  Please use the front door entrance of the building. For student safety, positive transfer from the parent or caregiver is required.  Please walk your student in!  Please park in the East Lot (front entrance) and come inside to sign-out and pick up your student.  

Parent Volunteer Requirement:  We rely on parent volunteers to run our club and we need your help!  This year, we are requiring that parents volunteer for two nights at some point during the year.  We will need help setting up chess equipment before class and putting it away at the end of the club meeting.  We will also need room monitors for all of our groups, check-in and check-out facilitators, and Saturday chess tournament helpers.  I will have a sign-up sheet at our information session as well as during chess club.

Supplies:  We will sell club t-shirts.  Each student should have a chess set for practice at home (no need to bring it to the weekly meetings).  

At Home Recommended Study:
1. Play chess with your child
2. Chess notation allows children to review and learn from games they have played.
3. Checkmates & Chess Rules - for beginners
4. The Chess Tactics for Students - for intermediates 
5. Bobby Fisher Teaches Chess – chess puzzles
6. www.chess.com
7. www.chesskid.com

Scholastic Tournaments:  Students are strongly encouraged to attend several tournaments.  We are fortunate to have a very active scholastic chess community in Bloomington/Normal.  Most tournaments are on Saturdays.  We will share the local tournament details as they become available. District Covid guidelines will be followed.  

USCF:  USCF Membership is required to play in tournaments for players in fourth grade and up. Please join or renew now to ensure eligibility in the tournaments. Please visit:  http://uschess.org 
· JTP membership (K-3) is only available at scholastic tournaments and is no cost to the player. 
· Youth Scholastic Membership is $20/year + $4.75 for magazine subscription. 

Contact:
For more information, please contact: 

Tiffany Borne, tiffanyjborne@yahoo.com, 309-846-3152
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