Mansfield High School Agriculture Science & Technology
Jr. High Agriscience 
Course Syllabus

Ms. Steele
Mansfield High School
(e) jsteele@mansfield.wednet.edu
(p) 509-683-1012

Course Description: The goal of this course is to provide students with a strong knowledge of the agriculture industry and its importance.  Students completed ½ of the curriculum during the 7th grade and will now complete ½ of the curriculum during the 8th grade.  Please find a list of the course topics below.  
Schedule:
M-T-W-TH-F
10:54am-11:49am
Starts: September 5, 2017
Ends: June 8, 2018 

Course Topics:
· 
· The Science of Living Things
· Better Living Through Agriscience
· Biotechnology
· Career Options in Agriscience
· Supervised Agriculture Experience
· Leadership Development in Agriscience
· Animal Anatomy, Physiology, and Nutrition
· Animal Health
· Genetics, Breeding, and Reproduction
· Small Animal Care and Management
· Dairy and Livestock Management
· The Food Industry
· Food Science 
Textbook:
· Agriscience: Fundamentals and Applications 6th Edition, L. DeVere Burton, Cengage Delmar Learning
Grading:

93-100%	A
90-92%	A-
88-89%	B+
83-87%	B
80-82%	B-
78-79%	C+
73-77%	C
70-72%	C-
68-69%	D+
60-67%	D
Below 60%	
Evaluations:
Students will be evaluated using a variety of techniques. The bulk of the student’s grade will be earned by completion of the assigned work, projects, class notebook, and daily participation.  The following is a list of evaluation criteria:
· Daily Participation/Behavior 
· Tests & Quizzes
· Assigned Work and Projects
· Class Notebook
Assignments/Projects:  The majority of work assigned during this course will be done in class, but you can expect to have homework at least 2-3 times a week.  If you are absent from class it is your responsibility to make up the work you missed.  All assignments must be neatly completed in blue/black pen or regular pencil and must be DONE ON TIME.  NO LATE WORK ACCEPTED!!!  
[bookmark: _GoBack]Participation: You will graded each day on overall participation, work ethic, and attitude.  A possible 5 points per day can be obtained. If you are absent from class either excused or unexcused it is your responsibility to make up your participation points. This can be done by completing an Ag Article Review within 2 days of the absence.  






Expectations:
Every student is expected to:
1. Be Proactive: make choices about your life, choose to respond to bad things in a good way, think about those things that you can change 
2. Begin with the End in Mind: decide what your goals are first.  Imagine what you want, and then get stared.
3. Put First Things First: decide what is most important, and do that first.
4. Think Win-Win: have an everyone can win attitude.
5. Seek First to Understand, Then to Be Understood: before you talk, really listen to what others are saying.
6. Synergize: work together so that everyone is better
7. Sharpen the Saw: spend time resting, learning and growing.

Classroom Rules:
1. I will come to class on time and prepared with all needed materials.
2. I will not talk when the teacher is talking.
3. I will follow all directions, quickly and the first time they are given.
4. I will conduct myself in a courteous and respectful manner.
5. I understand that the classroom is not the place to use cell phones or music players.  
6. I will only bring materials needed for Agriscience class.  Backpacks will not be allowed in the classroom.  There is not enough room!  You may leave them neatly lines up in my hallway or in your locker.
7. No Food Allowed and Only Water to Drink 
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	I would like to welcome your student to my class.  I am excited about giving your student the opportunity to develop a strong knowledge and respect for the Agriculture Industry.  I expect your student to come to class each day ready to work.  Please read the above course syllabus with your student.  
I want to direct your attention to some important aspects of my class.  #1- cell phone and music players will NOT be allowed at any time.  #2- progress reports will not be printed for your student but grades will be updated every week and accessed through Skyward.  #3- Attendance is key to your student’s success in this course. Either excused or unexcused they will be required to make up participation points they miss while being absent. Students have been informed of how they can do this.  
I look forward to a successful, productive and fun school year.  Please do not hesitate to contact me at any time if you have questions or concerns.

Miss. J. Steele
509-683-1012
jsteele@mansfield.wednet.edu

I __________________ have shared my class syllabus with my parent/guardian and understand the expectations and responsibilities outlined by the instructor.  

Student Signature________________________________

Parent Signature__________________________________

STUDENTS MUST HAVE A 2” Notebook for class by September 11th!
*****Sign and return by Friday September 8    

