Mansfield High School Agriculture Science & Technology
Introduction to Agriculture/AGRI 101
Course Syllabus

Miss J. Steele
Mansfield High School
(e) jsteele@mansfield.wednet.edu
(p) 509-683-1012

Course Description: The goal of this course is to give students the opportunity to explore agriscience in an academic atmosphere and develop a foundation in agriculture.  Topics to be studied include history and opportunities in the FFA, public speaking, parliamentary procedure, soil/water science, livestock industries (beef, swine, sheep, goats, horses, dairy), animal behavior, record keeping, agri-business management, plant science, PNW row crops, and international agriculture.
Course Topics-	
· 
· History/Opportunities in FFA
· History of American Agriculture
· Public Speaking
· Parliamentary Procedure
· Careers in Agriculture	
· Soil/Water				
· Livestock Terminology
· Animal Behavior
· Livestock Safety/Handling		
· Beef Industry				
· Swine Industry			
· Equine Industry			
· Dairy Industry				
· Record Keeping
· Wheat Production			
· International Agriculture 	
Schedule:
M-T-W-TH-F
1:22pm-2:17pm
Starts: September 5, 2017
Ends: January 26, 2018 

Course Outcomes:
· Recall the significant historical events that have shaped agriculture into a major world leading industry of today  
· Describe the three broad areas of the agricultural industry. Describe the basic components and give examples of the complex agricultural systems that exist today
· Compare and contrast world agricultural practices.  Define sustainable agricultural goals
· Describe the advances made by agriculture and how agricultural research    has benefited the consumer and improved living conditions throughout the U.S. and world
· Identify and describe the basic components of the many types of complex agricultural production divisions 
· Describe the relationship between water and soil in our environment and provide examples of the agricultural practices for conserving these important resources
· Define various agricultural occupations and careers and the major divisions; compare the scope of job opportunities of on –farm and off-farm occupations.  List those activities, in school, home and community that will help prepare you for a career in agriculture
· Describe the major agricultural career occupations and titles within the professional and non-professional fields of agriculture.  Compare and contrast, education, training, skills, opportunities and income levels.
· Identify the general tasks, responsibilities and duties required within the various fields of agriculture
· Survey a variety of agricultural careers opportunities 
Grading:

93-100%	A
90-92%	A-
88-89%	B+
83-87%	B
80-82%	B-
78-79%	C+
73-77%	C
70-72%	C-
68-69%	D+
60-67%	D
Below 60%	F
Evaluations:
· Tests: There will be a test at the end of each unit.  The tests will contain a variety of multiple choice, true and false, fill in the blank and short answer questions.  There will also me a culminating exam at the end of the course which will cover all content covered during the course.  
· Quizzes: You will be quizzed throughout each unit.  Some quizzes may be announced, some not.  It is your job to keep up with the material so you are always prepared for a quiz.
· Homework/Assignments/Projects/Labs: There will be a variety of homework assignments throughout this class, which will allow you to think more in depth about the topics being discussed.  Some of these assignments will be done as a group, while others will be completed individually.  These assignments must be neatly completed, and must DONE ON TIME.  NO LATE WORK ACCEPTED!!
· Class Notebook: You will be required to keep a very organized, up-to-date class notebook. 
Participation: You will graded each day on overall participation, work ethic, and attitude.  A possible 5 points per day can be obtained. If you are absent from class either excused or unexcused it is your responsibility to make up your participation points. This can be done by completing an Ag Article Review within 2 days of the absence.  
College Credit: This is a college level class. Students have the opportunity to earn 3 credits from Wenatchee Valley Community College upon completion of this course with the following guidelines:
· Obtain a grade of B (83%-87%) or higher in course
· Complete WVC Tech Prep Paperwork and Pay One Time Fee of $15.00

Expectations:
Every student is expected to:
1. Be Proactive: make choices about your life, choose to respond to bad things in a good way, think about those things that you can change 
2. Begin with the End in Mind: decide what your goals are first.  Imagine what you want, and then get stared.
3. Put First Things First: decide what is most important, and do that first.
4. Think Win-Win: have an everyone can win attitude.
5. Seek First to Understand, Then to Be Understood: before you talk, really listen to what others are saying.
6. Synergize: work together so that everyone is better
7. Sharpen the Saw: spend time resting, learning and growing.

Classroom Rules
1. I will come to class on time and prepared with all needed materials.
2. I will not talk when the teacher is talking.
3. I will follow all directions, quickly and the first time they are given.
4. I will conduct myself in a courteous and respectful manner.
5. I understand that the classroom is not the place to use cell phones or music players. 
6. No Food Allowed and Only Water to Drink 

Dear Parent/Guardian:
	I would like to welcome your student to my class.  I am excited about giving your student the opportunity to learn and experience the broad industry of agriculture.  Please read the above course syllabus with your student.  
	This course is part of our Tech Prep Articulation with Wenatchee Valley Community College. What this means is your student has the opportunity to receive credit for AGRI 101 Survey of Agriculture course. I listed the requirements in the syllabus for receiving credits. One thing to note is the fee of $15.00 is a one-time fee. This means that if your student takes other classes from me that are part of the Tech Prep Articulation they will not have to pay again. Currently I offer 4 courses (Intro to Ag, Ag Shop, Plant/Soil Science and IT Academy) that are part of Tech Prep. That means students have the opportunity to get 12 credits at WVC for a total of $15.00!! Please fill out the information form and have your student return it to me with a check made to WVC by Friday September 8th if you wish to take advantage of this opportunity!
I want to direct your attention to some important aspects of my class.  #1- cell phone and music players will NOT be allowed at any time.  #2- progress reports will not be printed for your student but grades will be updated every week and accessed through Skyward.  #3- Attendance is key to your student’s success in this course. Either excused or unexcused they will be required to make up participation points they miss while being absent. Students have been informed of how they can do this.  
  I look forward to a successful, productive and fun school year.  Please do not hesitate to contact me at any time if you have questions or concerns.

Miss. J. Steele
509-683-1012
jsteele@mansfield.wednet.edu

I __________________ have shared my class syllabus with my parent/guardian and understand the expectations and responsibilities outlined by the instructor.  

Student Signature________________________________
Parent Signature__________________________________
STUDENTS MUST HAVE A 2” Notebook for class by September 11th!
[bookmark: _GoBack]Wenatchee Valley Community College Tech Prep Registration Form 
Student Legal Fist Name: ________________	Student Legal Last Name: ___________________
Birth Date: ____________________
Social Security #: ________________________
Mailing Address: ____________________________________________________________________
Primary Phone #: _________________________________
Parent/Guardian First Name: _________________Parent/Guardian Last Name: ________________
Career Cluster Most Interested In (Circle One)
· Agriculture, Food and Natural Resources
· Architecture & Construction
· Arts, A/V Technology and Communications
· Business, Management and Administration
· Education and Training
· Finance
· Government and Public Administration
· Health Science
· Hospitality and Tourism
· Human Services
· Information Technology
· Law, Public Safety, Corrections and Security
· Manufacturing
· Marketing, Sales, and Promotion
· Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics
· Transportation, Distribution and Logistics 
Future Plans (Circle One)
· 
· Going to work
· Military
· Apprenticeship
· Further Education: WA public university
· Further Education: WA public two-year college
· Further Education: WA private/career school
· Further Education: WA private university
· Further Education: Out of state pub/priv university
· Further Education: Out of state pub/priv 2yr coll
· Further Education: Out of state career school
· Unsure at this time

