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[bookmark: _GoBack]Jim Grosse came to Oroville High School (OHS) in 1949 and had a long and distinguished career that spanned 40 years. In his 40 years on the OHS campus, he never missed a single day of work. Jim served as assistant principal from 1955-1963, but was in the classroom primarily teaching Latin and United States History from 1963-1989. There were some years when he taught U. S Government and Senior Problems, but Latin was his first love and near and dear to his heart. OHS was one of the last schools in that state to drop Latin.
 
Former student and current Butte County District Attorney and OUHSD Hall of Famer Mike Ramsey stated in his letter of support, “Veni, vidi, vici.”  “With these words, Caesar came, saw, and conquered Turkey. With these words, Jim Grosse (Mr. Grosse to us) came, saw, and conquered a class of Oroville High juniors in Latin III and taught them something more valuable than a dead language. He taught them how to think and how to learn. I was a member of that class and have been always grateful that Mr. Grosse came into my academic life when he did.”
 
Another of Jim’s students, Aaron Draper wrote for the Oroville Mercury-Register and devoted three of his columns to his Latin teacher. He remembers Jim making home visits to students who were ill, corresponding via mail with them long after they had graduated, and being referred to by many as their greatest mentor.
 
Jim supported OHS students in numerous ways, namely being readily and easily available to them, no matter what the time of day. It really did not matter what the event was or when it was, if students were involved, Jim was there. Be it athletics, drama, music, graduation, Jim was there for his students. At football games, Jim could always be counted on to be there wearing his famous little “purple beanie.”
 
Annually on March 17, Saint Patrick’s Day, Jim could be always be seen on campus attired in his “green”…plaid slacks, a green shirt, different sized buttons pinned all over his green plaid jacket, and a green beanie with more buttons atop his head. He loved this day and his students looked forward to the added excitement he brought to campus.
 
Another of Jim’s favorite events on campus, was signing yearbooks for students. To his Latin students, he always wrote, “Multos Annos” which in Latin meant, “To many years” – Jim Grosse.  Jim had a personal collection of every Nugget Yearbook 1949-1989. Over the years, he was regularly invited and attended numerous class reunions. He loved staying in touch with his former students and enjoyed numerous student visits to his home.
 
In addition to his love of teaching and his dedication to students, Jim was highly involved in his community. He was an actively involved member of the Oroville Mercury-Register Readership Advisory Board and upon his passing, was the subject of an editorial telling of the importance of his role on the board. He also was extremely interested in the State Theatre and served on its Advisory Board.  He not only gave of his time, but was a strong financial supporter and helped start the Theatre Guild.
 
Saint Thomas Catholic Church was another organization that greatly benefited from Jim’s involvement. He donated untold numbers of hours over five decades to church affairs, especially during the time when the Mass transitioned from Latin to English. He also served as Grand Knight of the Knights of Columbus, the men’s organization in his church.  In 1989, to honor his retirement from OHS, Jim was selected to serve as Grand Marshall of the Feather Fiesta Days Parade.
Jim passed away at his home in Oroville on November 1, 1996 at age 73. His favorite quote when asked about his life’s work was, “Educating the Youth of America!” He so believed in these words that they are inscribed on his tombstone in the Oroville Cemetery. Upon the conclusion of his Mass of Christian Burial, the funeral procession drove up past OHS on the way to the cemetery, and several groups of students stood on campus watching the procession and paying their respects.  It was indeed, a fitting goodbye to a beloved teacher.
 
Upon Jim’s passing, ‘The James K. Grosse Memorial Scholarship ‘was established in his name and has been awarded annually for the past 19 years.
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