FAQ – Certification (20-hour) & Recertification (8-hour) Safety Classes
* Please note these questions and answers are based on the driver holding a Class A or B CDL license with Passenger (P) and School Bus (S) endorsements.
Questions relating to an Original Safety Card or the 20-Hour Class
1. Why is the 20/8 hour School Bus Safety Class required?
* Texas requires every school district bus driver to hold a valid school bus safety card before driving any type of bus. This includes buses (school bus or activity) that do not require a CDL license.
* The safety card is required for all drivers of activity (non-yellow) or school buses regardless of the size of the bus.
* DPS has indicated that transit type passenger vans do not require the school bus safety card.
2. Can a driver be issued an Emergency/Temporary safety card?
* Yes – the district can complete an enrollment certificate request to submit to their ESC. The ESC can issue the driver a temporary/emergency safety card good for 180 days. The district must enroll the driver for a 20-hour safety class at this time. The driver must complete the 20-hour safety class before their emergency card expires.
* See the link for requesting an emergency/temporary card – Enrollment Certificate.
https://files.gabbart.com/977/sbt-8_with_20_hour_class_info_1.pdf
3. Can Emergency/Temporary safety cards be reissued?
	* No – A driver is eligible for 1 emergency/temporary card every 5 years
4. Can a driver take the 20-hour safety class without their CDL?
* Yes – obtaining a school bus safety card is one of several requirements before a driver is eligible to drive a district bus.
5. Can an employee drive with an expired safety card?
	* No – the employee is only eligible to drive with a valid school bus safety card
 6. When is a driver required to take the 20-hour bus safety class?
	* When they are issued an emergency/temporary safety card.
* If the driver does not hold a current safety card or their current bus safety has been expired for more than 1 year.


7. Can a driver take the 20-hour class online?
* No – The 20-hour class is only offered in a face to face setting. The online class is only available for recertification (8-hour class). 

Questions relating to Re-Certification or the 8 Hour Class/Online Class/Online
1. When is a driver eligible to take the 8 hour re-certification/refresher class?
	* The driver must hold a Texas school bus safety card.
* The card must be current/valid, or the card cannot be expired for more than 1 year.
* If the card has been expired for more than 1 year, the driver must take the 20-hour certification class.
2. If a driver’s school bus safety card has expired less than 1 year?
	* The driver is not able to drive with an expired school bus safety card.
* The driver can take an 8-hour re-certification class (face-face) or they may take the online 8-hour re-certification class.
* When the driver receives their new school bus safety card, the driver can resume driving.
3. What happens when a school bus safety card expiration date exceeds 1 year.?
	* The driver is not able to drive with an expired school bus safety card.
* The driver must take the 20-hour certification class.
* The driver can apply for a temporary/emergency school bus safety card if they have received a temporary/emergency card within the previous 5 years.


