FAQ – CDL License Requirements – Med. Cert. /Physicals – 20/8 Hour Classes
1. What type of buses require a driver to hold a CDL license?
* If the bus is rated at 16 or more passengers including the driver, the driver must hold a Class A or Class B license with the appropriate endorsements. The information related to the capacity of the bus is generally located (a) on a mfg. plate above the driver area or (b) on a mfg. plate above the entry door area on the bus.
Endorsement information:
a) A school bus (yellow) rated at 16 or more total passengers requires the CDL driver to also have a Passenger endorsement (P) and a School Bus endorsement (S).
b) Activity type buses (non-yellow) rated at 16 or more total passengers requires the CDL driver to also have a Passenger endorsement (P).
* Buses rated at 15 or fewer total passenger including the driver do not require the driver to hold a CDL license.
2. Medical certificate requirements for bus drivers?
* Texas requires every school district bus driver to hold a valid medical certificate / physical before driving any type of bus. This includes buses (school bus or activity) that do not require a CDL license.
* The medical certificate / physical is required for all drivers of activity (non-yellow) or school buses regardless of the size of the bus.
* This requirement does not apply to a passenger van or suburban.
3. Medical Certificate Status for bus drivers?
* Districts can check the medical certificate status of their drivers at the link below. District will need the driver’s DL # / DOB / Last 4 SS.
https://txapps.texas.gov/txapp/txdps/dleligibility/login.do

* The driver status should be indicated by one of the following
1. Excepted - Interstate
2. Excepted - Intrastate
3. Non-Excepted - Interstate
3. Non-Excepted - Intrastate
i. Excepted – Driver can only driver a school bus – not required to turn their physical into DPS every 2 years. Must have a physical every year.
ii. Non-Excepted – Driver can drive any CDL truck/bus – must submit a copy of their Med. Cert. every 2 years to DPS. Must have a physical every year.


* How do drivers make changes to their medical certificate status?
	Non-Excepted to Excepted
			1. Driver submits a CDL 10 form to DPS.
			2. Select Option #1 on the form.
Excepted to Non-Excepted
			1. Driver submits a revised CDL 1 form to DPS.
	Intrastate to Interstate
			1. Driver submits a CDL 1 form to DPS.
			2. Under required information for all applicants – Question #1 – select Yes

CDL 1 Form link:
https://www.dps.texas.gov/internetforms/getForm.ashx?id=CDL-1.pdf
CDL 10 Form link
https://www.dps.texas.gov/internetforms/Forms/CDL-10.pdf

3. 20/8 Hour School Bus Safety Card requirements?
* Texas requires every school district bus driver to hold a valid school bus safety card before driving any type of bus. This includes all buses (school bus or activity) that do not require a CDL license.
* The safety card is required for all drivers of activity (non-yellow) or school buses regardless of the size of the bus.
* DPS has indicated that transit type passenger vans do not require the school bus safety card.


