Supporting Students & Promoting Positive Behavior

Supporting Students 
6.1 What are the behavior expectations for all students? 
6.2 How does the school respond to student behavior? 
6.3 What are restorative practices and how do they fit into a comprehensive response to student behavior? 
6.4 What does the school’s counseling program look like at Peter Kirk? 

Supporting Students
6.1 What are the behavior expectations for students? 
A shared hope for each of our students is that they develop habits of mind and behaviors and emerge as people who contribute positively to our school and community.  Peter Kirk uses a framework for Positive Behavior Intervention Supports (PBIS) to define, teach, reinforce, and celebrate high expectations that are central to each child’s development.  
Research behind PBIS tells us that students are more likely to experience success in environments where expectations are clear and consistent across settings.  To support students, we use a framework to identify, explicitly teach and reinforce behavior.  By using common language in all classroom settings, students benefit from clarity and consistency. Students develop independence as they develop the ability to consider the ways in which their current or future behavior is safe, helpful, resilient, and respectful.
At Peter Kirk expectations for behavior for students, staff and families are defined using the framework of ‘Peter Kirk Eagles SOAR.’  
At Peter Kirk Elementary, everyone belongs!  Together, we SOAR
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6.2 How does the school respond to student behavior?
We are an inclusive institution dedicated to the education of ALL students. At the core of our commitment to growth, we emphasize teamwork and adopt an instructive, restorative, and corrective approach. To foster a conducive learning environment, we establish and teach clear and consistent expectations for everyone.
Our primary focus is to provide support at the earliest stage possible, empowering students to learn from their mistakes and make amends for their behavior. The ultimate goal is for students to quickly recognize and adjust their actions, promoting personal growth and accountability. Should the need arise, we employ a progressive discipline system that includes escalating responses and appropriate support.
In cases of behavior that is deemed unacceptable, dangerous, destructive, offensive, or inappropriate, we approach the situation with a restorative and corrective mindset. Our response accounts for the unique developmental, social, and cultural needs of each student involved. Our goals are to:
1. Correct behavior that is unacceptable or inappropriate.
2. Support students in accepting responsibility for their actions. 
3. Develop capacity to improve behavior.
4. Assist students in developing empathy for others. 
5. Repair harm caused because of their behavior. 
 
In responding to behavior, we consider the severity and frequency of behavior. Those behaviors that repeat or continue are met with additional levels of intervention to support the development of empathy, accepting responsibility, improving behavior, and repairing harm. 
Some examples of additional levels of intervention include: 
· Reteach/review behaviors
· check-in/check-out
· behavior plans/contracts, safety plans, communication plans
· loss of privileges
· alternate recess schedule 
· restitution
· school service
Families are reminded to review the LWSD Student Rights and Responsibilities on an annual basis. 
To protect the privacy and dignity of each student, we do not share information about individual students, their supports, or consequences.  When student behavior necessitates a school response, families are notified.  
6.3 What are restorative practices and how do they fit into a comprehensive response to student behavior?
As part of the learning associated with behavior that is disruptive, harmful, dangerous, or inappropriate, students are engaged in conversations that call them to reflect upon their actions, consider the impact of their choices on others, review and connect to the school’s expectations, and identify ways to repair harm, make amends, and to set things right.  
All students involved in the situation engage in conversation, during which they answer the following questions:
· What happened?
· What were you thinking of at the time?
· What have you thought about since?
· Who has been affected by what you have done? In what way?
· What do you think you need to do to make things right?
As necessary, these practices are used in combination with school-based consequences.
6.4 School Counselor Frequently Asked Questions
Who is the school’s counselor?
Hello! My name is Kristin Bauer and I am the school counselor at Peter Kirk Elementary School. Below are answers to some frequently asked questions about the role of the school counselor. If you would like more information, or have a concern, question or request, please feel free to contact me anytime at kbauer@lwsd.org. 
What exactly does a school counselor do?
As the school counselor, I work with all students to support their social and emotional well-being. That means I help kids to feel happy with themselves, connected with peers and staff, and successful in the classroom. I work with students in a variety of settings including classroom lessons, small group counseling, and individual check-ins. 
What is my child learning in the classroom counselor lessons?
Our counselor lessons focus on both interpersonal (getting along with others) and intrapersonal (understanding yourself) skills. We learn and practice skills for being a good friend, understanding others’ perspectives and resolving conflicts. We also learn about recognizing and identifying our own emotions and how to manage those emotions so that we can make good decisions.  
What kinds of counseling small groups do you run and how is a student referred to a group?
Counseling small groups are designed to provide students with extra support on targeted social-emotional skills. Examples of group topics include anxiety, changing families (divorce), managing emotions, making friends, social skills, and self-esteem. Groups are offered based on student need, so not all group topics will be offered to each grade level each year. Students are most often referred to a group by their teacher or a parent. Additionally, students may be identified for a group based on data from our district SEL survey. Students must have parent permission to participate in a group. If you are interested in learning more about counseling small groups or referring your child for a group, please contact me at kbauer@lwsd.org. 
How do children get to see you individually?
For individual check-ins, students may come to me in a variety of ways. Often, children will approach me themselves and ask if they can see me or fill out a Counselor Request form. Other times, a teacher may suggest the student meet with me, or I may request to meet with the student. 
Will you notify me if you talk with my child?
As a school employee, I talk with lots of children every day -- it is why I love my job so much! I may not notify parents of individual interactions unless: there is a safety concern, your child has asked to see me repeatedly, or if the worry or problem is significant.
How are you different from a therapist at an outside agency? 
As a school counselor, I do not provide mental health therapy or ongoing, weekly sessions. Although I do often help children with family issues and behavior at home, my primary role is to deal with school-related concerns. When a student has a concern, most of the time I am able to work with the child to resolve the issues in one to three individual check-ins. Sometimes a student is facing an issue that is better addressed more intensively in a therapeutic setting, and with greater direct parental involvement. In those cases, I will refer the family to an outside therapist. 
What support and resources can you provide to parents and families?
Working with parents is one of my favorite parts of my job! I often consult with parents on concerns they have about their child’s social, emotional or behavioral well-being. I provide strategies and resources parents can use at home. I also connect families to resources available within our community. Additionally, I have access to lots of different opportunities for families who are facing financial hardship. 
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