School Safety

Safety 
7.1 Can I bring my dog to campus if it is on a leash? 
7.2 How does the school practice for emergencies? 
7.3 What types of emergencies do you practice for and what happens during emergency drills? 
7.4 How often does the school have emergency drills? 
7.5 What is in place to prevent the spread of illnesses, like COVID, in the building? 

Playground and Recess  
7.6 How many recesses do students have? 
7.7 How many adults supervise the playground during recess? 
7.8 Can I watch recess from my car? 

Response to Bullying and interpersonal conflicts 
7.9 My child is experiencing conflict.  What do I do?

School Safety
Emergency response procedures are taught and practiced throughout the year.  For your reference, we have provided a brief description of the procedures followed during and after an emergency.  As all emergency situations are unique, we will remain flexible to assure that all students and staff are safe.
7.1 Can I bring my dog to campus if it is on a leash?
No.  LWSD Policy states that ‘No dogs are allowed on District property between 7 a.m. and 4 p.m. on any school day, except for bona fide service dogs.
7.2 How does the school practice for emergencies?
We do our best to prepare students and to increase their awareness of strategies and skills to apply in emergency situations.   We do everything possible to avoid causing trauma.  
Where possible, students are told about drills in advance through schoolwide announcements.  The announcement clearly identifies that we are going to practice for a drill and that this is not an actual emergency.  Teachers provide instruction on what to do in advance and throughout the drill.  
7.3 What types of emergencies do you practice and what happens during each type drill?

Modified Lockdown - used when there is a situation off campus such as environmental hazard or police activity.  Students will be released from campus once it is safe for them to exit the building.  
· Office will announce, “we are in a modified lockdown.”
· Exterior doors will be secure, children will remain inside.
· Visitors are not allowed into the building.
Full Lockdown --used when there is a threat to safety on campus.  Students will be released from an identified location when law enforcement determines it is safe to do so.
· Lockdown alarm will be triggered.  Note:  the alarm is loud and persistent, “Lockdown”
· All interior, exterior, fire doors will be shut and locked.  Binds will be drawn. 
· Communication will be sent as soon as the situation is secure. 
· Reunification site will be identified in the communication.
Earthquake – triggered by ground shaking.  Students will be released when all have been accounted for. 
· When the ground shakes, all students and staff STOP – DROP – COVER – HOLD until tremors cease.
· When the ground has ceased shaking, staff escorts students to evacuation site.
· Primary reunification site: The soccer field.
Fire -- alarms are triggered automatically with smoke or by fire pulls.  Students will be released once all are accounted for.
· Staff will evacuate students to the grass playfield and keep children at a safe distance.
· Verify all students are accounted for.
· Primary reunification site: The soccer field.

7.4 How often does the school have emergency drills?
There is a total of 10 mandatory drills each school year, with an average of one drill each month.  Some of those drills are for adults only. 
7.5 What is in place to prevent the spread of illnesses, like COVID, in the building?
To build self-care skills and prevent the spread of illness:
· Students are taught and reminded to wash their hands.  They are cued to wash their hands before and after eating and after recess.
· Hand sanitizer is available at key points.  
· School wide support of people who choose to wear masks.  
· Sick people are reminded to stay home. 
To keep people healthy, 
· Our custodians follow a cleaning schedule and attend to high contact points, such as doorknobs and faucet handles.  
· Absence rates are monitored, and we work with the King County Department of Health if there is a high absentee rate.
In addition,
· the school has MERV 13 filters that are charged frequently, 
· CO2 levels are monitored, 
· The building is ventilated as part of the cool -down/warm-up procedures that occur before and after school.
· Exhaust fans in restrooms, kitchen and cooking areas are monitored, maintained and operate at full capacity during occupancy.  

Playground and Recess
7.6 How many recesses do students have?
Each student experiences between 55 minutes of recess.  The length of recess varies between 15 and 25 minutes. 
7.7 How many adults supervise the playground during recess?
A minimum of three adults are assigned to each recess.  The playground is a place where students interact and learn to navigate conflict.  This is an important, instructional part of the school day!  The adults who supervise students on the playground are there to answer questions, help work through disagreements, and to keep everyone safe.  
7.8 Can I watch recess from my car?
Watching recess from your car does not break any laws, however it does frighten children and the adults who supervise them.  When we receive reports of adults watching the playground from their car, we try to check in with them.  Please let the office know when you are on campus.
7.9 My child is experiencing conflict. What do I do?
Conflict happens across all areas of life, including elementary school.  Our goal is to help students to develop skills to self-advocate, to speak up for what is right, and to feel safe reporting repeated behavior.

Conflict is a disagreement that happens when people want different things.  The people involved in a conflict have equal power to solve the problem.  They are not purposely trying to hurt each other.
Bullying is unfair, one sided, and occurs over time.  It happens when someone keeps hurting, frightening, threatening, or leaving someone out on purpose.  There is an unequal distribution of power in the situation. 
Adults are here to help!
Students learn about conflict and learn skills to work through conflict during classroom and counseling lessons. 
Adults help to resolve conflict when students are not able to navigate it with independence.
If you feel that your child is involved in ongoing conflict or potential bully behavior, reach out to their teacher, the counselor, and/or a member of the administrative team.  The earlier that we begin a response, the better.



