School Logistics

School Hours 
1.1 What are the school’s hours for students? 
1.2 What are the school’s office hours?
1.3 Where can I get a copy of the daily schedule?

Nutrition and Health 
1.4 What do students eat for lunch?
1.5 How do I load money on to a student account?
1.6 Does the school have a free and reduced lunch program?
1.7 How long do students have to eat lunch?
1.8 Does my student have access to snacks?
1.9 How does the school support students with food allergies?
1.10 is there a school nurse at Peter Kirk and what does she do? 
 
Personal Items 
1.10 What personal items are allowed at school?
1.11 What are the expectations for students and their personal items?
1.12 Can my child have a cell phone and/or a smart watch?
1.13 Can my student bring toys or sports equipment from home?
1.14 What can students bring on classroom reward days?
1.15 My child lost a belonging.  Where is lost & found?
1.16 My student left something at home, what do I do?
1.17 My student left an essential item at home; how can I get it to them?

Class Placement 
1.18 How are classroom assignments decided?
1.19 How will I know who my student’s teacher is?
1.20 Can I provide input into class placement?

School Supplies 
1.21 What Supplies does my student need for school?  
1.22 What do families need to provide for their students?
1.23 How do families access scholarships?


1.1 What are the school’s hours for students?
8:40 	School Begins
3:10	Dismissal, Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday, and Wednesday, 9/7
1:40	Dismissal every Wednesday, beginning 9/14

1.2 What are the school’s office hours?

· The office is open from 8 am to 4 pm, Monday – Friday
· During arrival (8:35 – 8:50) and dismissal (2:50 – 3:10) office staff are busy helping students enter the building safely.  Phones may not be answered during these times. 

1.3 Where can I get a copy of the daily schedule?  
Please reach out to your student’s teacher for a classroom specific schedule.

Nutrition and Health
1.4 What do students eat for lunch?
Students eat lunch at school.  Families have the option to purchase a school lunch or to send one from home. For information about the school lunch program, and to access menus, please visit Breakfast and Lunch Menus - Lake Washington School District (lwsd.org)
How much do lunches cost?
For the 2023 – 2024 school year, lunches are $3.75 per day or $75 per month.

1.5 How do I load money on to a student account?
· Online Account: myschoolbucks.com. This is the preferred method to load student lunch accounts.  
· Check: Families can send a check made out to LWSD Nutrition Services.  Please write ‘school lunch’ in the memo. 
· Cash: Please use a sealed envelope, with your student’s name printed clearly on the outside and a note for ‘school lunch.’ 

Both cash and check payments can be handed to the person who accepts payment for lunches. 
1.6 Does the school have a free and reduced lunch program?
To access free or reduced-priced lunch: Depending upon your family size and income, your student may qualify for free or reduced lunch.  You can apply by visiting MySchoolApps - Home Page.  Paper applications in various languages and additional instructions are available on LWSD website. 
1.7 How long do students have to eat lunch?
There is a 55-minute window of time, during which students eat lunch and experience recess.  Students who need additional time to eat are allowed to remain in the lunchroom until they are finished eating.
1.8 Does my student have access to snacks? 
We encourage families to send small snacks to school. Snacks should be packaged in a way that students can manage independently and consume within 10 minutes. 
1.9 How does the school support students with food allergies?
If your child has a food allergy, please be sure to notify the school nurse, to establish an Individual Health Plan.  Students with life threatening allergies may not start school until this is complete. 
Tables are set aside for students with life threatening allergies to eat lunch.  Sharing food at lunch is not allowed. Tables are cleaned between use.

1.10 Is there a school nurse at Peter Kirk and what does she do?
Peter Kirk has a nurse on campus.  Her role is to support students, staff, and families with managing health issues so that our community remains healthy and safe.  Our nurse provides training to staff, works with families to develop Individual Health Plans, monitors absence rates, and assures that we are in compliance with policies and procedures.
Our nurse is Jessica Mackley and she can be reached via email at jmackley@lwsd.org.



Personal Items at School
Our goal is to nurture student independence and we believe that students are capable of managing their personal belongings. 

1.10 What personal items are allowed at school?
· Students should bring their backpack, coat, water bottles, and lunch box to school. Other items should be left at home.

1.11 What are the expectations for students and their personal items?
· Gather personal items at the end of recess and carry items back to the classroom.
· Visit the Lost & Found during recess or after school.
· Electronic Readers: Kindles, Nooks and other reading devices are permitted at school for reading teacher approved literature and should not cause distractions to the owner or others.
· Other Electronics: Cameras, iPads, Gameboys, etc. are not permitted at school, unless specifically allowed as part of a classroom reward. Teachers will communicate in advance of these opportunities.
· Cell Phones: must be turned OFF and kept in backpacks during the school day.  Cell phones may be turned on when students leave for the day and have exited the building.  
· Smart Watches:  Must be set to ‘do not disturb.’  Please do not send messages to students during the school day as it is distracting to students and the class. 

Important Point Regarding Personal Items at School

Lake Washington School District and Peter Kirk Elementary are not responsible for lost, stolen or damaged electronic items that are brought to school. Students are responsible for the care and supervision of these items.

1.12 Can my child have a cell phone and/or a smart watch? 
We recognize that many families rely upon these devices for communication and a sense of security. Our goal is to develop responsible citizens who can discern times for appropriate to use these devices and are able to maintain a focus on learning.  

· Cell phones and smart watches should be set to ‘do not disturb’ during the school day.  Cellphones must remain in student backpacks.  
· Families are reminded to communicate change of plans by calling the school or emailing the teacher.  When we are all on the same page, confusion is reduced, and we are able to support students.  
· Students may not record or take pictures using their cell phone or watch during the school day.

1.13 Can my student bring toys or sports equipment from home?
· The school provides a wide variety of toys and playground equipment for use during recess. Please keep all sports equipment, Beyblades, trading cards, stuffed animals at home.   

1.14 What can students bring on classroom reward days?
· On reward days, students may bring special items from home for use in the classroom.  Teachers will communicate these rewards with families.  

1.15 My child lost a belonging.  Where is lost & found?
· Label personal belongings with the student’s first name, last initial and grade. We do our best to return items that are labeled to each student. 
· Belongings left behind on the playground and at events are gathered and stored in our Lost & Found. 
· To build student independence, remind them to check the lost and found while at school.  Before and after school and during recess are great times for students to check lost and found. 
· Families can check Lost & Found outside of school hours.  Lost & Found items are moved out on most Wednesday afternoons, weather permitting. 
· The lost and found is cleared out quarterly.  We will notify families in advance. 

1.16 My student left something at home, what do I do?

It happens to all of us!  We forget our lunch, assignment, or jacket.  This is a great opportunity to experience natural consequences in a safe environment.  Your student will survive as staff will be sure that your child has lunch and extend understanding when an assignment or project is left at home.  Of course, we will call home for emergencies!
1.17 My student left an essential item at home; how can I get it to them?
· We have a stop-drop-and-go cart at the main entrance to the building. Families can bring forgotten items, use a post-it-note or tape to label the item with the student’s name and teacher.  Deliveries will be made at intervals throughout the day.
As the Office staff are responsible for efficient, safe operation of the school, they are not able to immediately step away from their desk to deliver items to classrooms.  They are able to call the classroom to let students know that items have been delivered.  

Class Placement
1.18 How are classroom assignments decided?
Considerable time is devoted to optimizing student learning for every child.  Our overall goal is to create a balanced class of students who will work and learn well together.  Class assignments will be communicated prior to Meet and Greet.  Should you have a concern regarding your child’s assigned teacher, you are invited to identify the concern, first with the teacher and allow time for them to address concerns. If, after meeting with the teacher, and allowing time for them to address concerns, your concerns are not addressed, please contact a member of the administrative team. 
1.19 How do I know how my student’s teacher is?
Classroom assignments are communicated in the last week of August, via post-card and email prior to Meet and Greet.  
1.20 Can I provide input into class placement?
Families are invited to provide input through each Spring.  This input is timed so that teachers can factor family requests into each child’s placement.  We are not able to honor requests for specific teachers.  
School Supplies
1.21 What Supplies does my student need for school?
Each fall, families may opt for a $25 donation to purchase supplies for student use.  The school will pool the contributions and take advantage of savings associated with bulk buying.  Scholarships are available for families. Should your family prefer to purchase school supplies online or from stores, the list is available on the Peter Kirk Website.  CLICK HERE.
1.22 What do families need to provide for their students? 
The following are NOT included in the $25 contribution. Families will need to provide the following items:
· Headphones
· Water bottle
· Lunch box
· Backpack

1.23 How do families access scholarships?
Money should never be a barrier to full participation in school!  Scholarships are available to cover school supplies, field trips, and other school fees.  To request a scholarship, please reach out to our school’s counselor, Kristin Bauer: kbauer@lwsd.org.
Scholarship requests are kept confidential.    

