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There are many times that a need for toileting at school may occur.  These reasons may include:
	-Illness/Acute Infections
	-Chronic Health Conditions
	-Psychological Concerns
	-Congenital Abnormalities
	-Developmental Delays
	-Accidents/Delayed Restroom Use
Continence issues can occur daily at the elementary school level and require immediate attention for safety and sanitary reasons.  We understand that there are many sensitivities involved for parents and students when accidents occur at school.  We are committed to maintaining the privacy and self-esteem of our students in these situations.
If a student is identified as having a health condition which requires toileting, a healthcare plan may be put in place for that student.  This process requires parents/guardians to communicate health information with the school nurse as soon as possible.  Together, a healthcare plan will be developed to help the child succeed while at school.  This plan will be used to guide teachers and other caregivers in assisting your child throughout the school year.  Healthcare plans must be updated each school year and may include the following types of interventions:
	-Frequent or “Timed Toileting”
	-Toileting encouragement throughout the school day
	-Change of clothes and wipes provided daily by guardians
	-Designees to maintain hygiene (school nurse to provide if no designee present)
-Encouraging child to tell an adult when an accident has occurred to ensure prompt attention and maintain confidentiality
-Notification of guardians if incontinence occurs while at school
	
If it is recognized during the school day that a child is soiled and no healthcare plan is in place for that child, an attempt to reach a parent/guardian will be made.  If unable to contact a parent or guardian, the school nurse will assist the student in assuring proper and prompt cleanliness.  It is optimal that each student have a change of clothes provided daily while at school, however we understand that this may not be possible.  In cases where a parent cannot be reached or is unable to provide a change of clothing, items from the clinic loan closet may be used by the school nurse as deemed necessary.  If it is determined that assistance is needed to ensure proper hygiene, the school nurse is designated as the responsible individual with a witness where applicable.  If the school nurse is unavailable, another designee should be made available with a witness as needed.  Assuring proper hygiene is maintained at school may include the following:
	-Staff recognizing odor and asking student discreetly if an accident may have occurred
-Allowing child to use clinic restroom, offering assistance by the school nurse to determine if accident occurred when necessary
-School nurse (or other designated individual if nurse unavailable) providing witnessed assistance to child if unable to clean self effectively, or if unable to determine if an accident occurred
-School nurse may investigate malodorous reports to find the source of odor 
	-Effective sanitization by janitorial staff when necessary

[bookmark: _GoBack]Our hope is that this policy will provide a guideline for staff and families to follow in the event that an accident occurs at school.  We recognize that there are many health conditions which may occur throughout the school year requiring a need for this planning.  Our goal is to maintain proper hygiene and safety while protecting privacy and self-esteem in an optimal learning environment for our students.
	
