                     

Title I Part A – Foster Care
The Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) establishes guidelines to ensure school access, improved educational outcomes, and enhanced academic stability for children and youth in foster care. Florence School District Two collaborates with local child welfare agencies in their work to identify children and youth in foster care and to ensure the successful implementation of ESSA provisions.

[bookmark: _GoBack]School Placement Process for Child in Foster CareA child in foster care has an initial placement or change in residence.
The local Childe Welfare Agency (CWA) notifies Florence School District Two that the child will be moving to a new residence within the school district’s attendance zone.
Best Interest Determination
The CWA and the child’s current school district jointly determine the child’s best interest for school placement, in consultation with the child (as appropriate), and other key partners.  The meeting should take place as quickly as possible (within 3 school days).  The child remains in the same school during that time.  The meeting is to be conducted with the IEP team for students with disabilities, following FAPE determination as appropriate.
If the determination is made that the child is to remain in the school of origin…
If the determination is made that the child will transfer to Florence School District Two...
Transportation options are considered during the best determination meeting.  If additional costs are incurred in providing transportation to school of origin, the local CWA and Florence School District Two will work collaboratively to determine which agency or agencies will pay the additional costs.
Transportation Dispute
If an agreement cannot be made, refer to the Transportation Dispute Resolution Process.  Florence School District Two will use district procedures to determine (in conjunction with the CWA) how transportation will be provided and funded during the pending dispute.
Student is immediately (next school day) enrolled in Florence School District Two using immediate enrollment forms.
Florence School District Two will immediately enroll the student.
School of origin expedites transfer of school records to Florence School District Two (within 3 school days)



Records Transfer and Immediate Enrollment Policy

The local Department of Social Services (DSS) shall coordinate with the school district representative to ensure that the child in foster care is immediately and appropriately enrolled with all educational records provided to the new school (Fostering Connections to Success and Increasing Adoptions Act of 2008 (P.L. 110-351); Social Security Act, Title IV, § 475 (1) (G) [42 USC 675]).  The agency placing a child in any situation that requires changing school districts, must work with the schools to assure that all required school records, including confidential records, are transferred from the sending to the receiving school within three working days (Proviso 1.8). 
 
The Immediate Enrollment of Child in Foster Care Form provides all information required for the DSS to notify the school principal and school district superintendent and for the school to immediately enroll the child in compliance with ESSA (P.L. 114-95, Sec.1111(c)).   Upon immediate enrollment, the child’s school of origin must expedite the transfer of school records to the school of residence (within 3 school days).
 
“Immediate” means no later than the beginning of the next school day after the presentment for enrollment. “Presentment” means the person enrolling the child has appeared at the school and presented best interest determination documentation and certifications. “Enrollment” means the child is attending classes and participating fully in school activities.   































Transportation Policy for Child in Foster Care

Transportation options are considered during the best interest determination meeting.  When it is determined that it is in a student’s best interest to remain in his/her school of origin after being placed in foster care, Florene School District Two will work collaboratively with the Child Welfare Agency (CWA) to determine which agency or agencies will pay the additional costs to transport the child, if applicable.  If an agreement cannot be made, the procedures for the Transportation Dispute Resolution Process will go into effect.  

· Transportation will be provided for the duration of the child’s time in foster care, as long as it continues to be in the child’s best interest.
· If a child exits foster care before the end of the school year, the transportation arrangement will be maintained through the end of the school year to maintain the child’s educational stability, if deemed appropriate.
· Florence School District Two will assess whether the child is entitled to transportation services under another entitlement, including experiencing homelessness or as a related service under the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) or Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act.
· Interim transportation will be addressed to ensure no delays for the student in foster care while transportation options are being decided upon between parties.  
· Any additional costs to provide transportation to a child in foster care will be paid for by one or all of the agencies involved.


























School of Origin Dispute Resolution Process

If the school level representative and the Department of Social Services (DSS) case manager (or designee) designated to make a determination do not agree on the child’s best interest for school placement, the procedures delineated below should be followed for resolving school placement disputes.

1.  During the resolution process, the student remains in the school in which he/she was enrolled at the time of placement in the new residence.
2. Within five (5) work days of the best interest determination meeting, the local Child Welfare Agency (CWA) point of contact and the local education agency (LEA) foster care point of contact work together, review the best interest determination documentation, and resolve the dispute.
3. If the CWA and LEA point of contacts do not agree on the child’s best interest for school placement, they should obtain guidance and consultation from their respective state agencies (South Carolina Department of Education (SCDE) and South Carolina Department of Social Services (SCDSS)).  This request is submitted via email to the foster care point of contact at each agency within a ten-day time frame and should include best interest determination documentation.  The written request includes the completed Best Interest Determination for Foster Care School Placement form which documents:
· the factors that were considered in determining the school placement that is in the child’s best interest;
· the team’s determination for school placement;
· the participant agreed or disagreed with the team’s determination;
· the reasons for agreement or disagreement;
· any additional information pertinent to the dispute; and
· efforts made to resolve the dispute.
4. The SCDE and the SCDSS will work together to provide guidance and technical assistance to the involved local agencies.
5. All written documentation is placed in the child’s case file and the student’s cumulative record to be available for any required federal reviews.

For students with disabilities, the determination regarding the ability of a student to receive a free and appropriate public education (FAPE) is the exclusive decision of the student’s IEP team.  Such a determination may only be challenged through the established dispute resolution mechanisms of special education law.  The IEP team determination, or the determination reached through the special education dispute resolution process is final, and the child must be enrolled in the school that can provide FAPE.
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