Stratton Elementary SAC Meeting
8 October 2020

Attendees:
Kyle Rudd, Principal
Lauren Walker, Chair
Jill Wright, Vice Chair
Michelle Mawhiney
Karen Owens
Pattie Lee
Beth Anderson
Megan Miller
Trisha Montoya
Lisa Hutchcraft
Erin Beth Ponsor
Marion Clawson

Lauren Walker:
Welcome!

Updates from the recent District SAC training:
1. Discussed how school disseminate information specific to COVID.  Felt Stratton was in good shape vs. other schools for health guidelines, etc.  We have a parent, Jenny Satre, who works at El Paso County Health and is a great resource.
2. Jill Wright will serve as vice chair of the SAC committee.
3. November 5, 6-8 p.m. will be the next training.  Lauren will forward agenda.
4. D11 is asking for audit committee volunteers.  Meetings are 4-5 times/year.
5. D11 is also asking for the 20 years facility plan committee volunteers.
6. Everyone is encouraged to vote in the November 3 election.  Important dates:  Oct 9 ballots mailed, Oct 19 drop boxes open, Oct 26 last day to vote by mail.
7. Mary Coleman is leaving the D11 School Board.  Applications are being accepted, if anyone is interested in applying.

Kyle Rudd :
Shared a presentation on ballot measure 4A to “Detabor” D11 funding.  Tabor is the “Taxpayer Bill of Rights” instituted in 1992 as a constitutional amendment that restricts increases in revenue and spending.  If funds exceed the limit, they must be returned to taxpayers in the form of $5-$50 credits on property tax bills.  

Specific to Stratton, TABOR has hindered the school’s ability to write and receive grants to support special needs.  Questions can be sent to Glenn Gustafson at D11.



Kyle Rudd:
Shared that Galileo testing is a universal screener for all standards for each grade level.  Testing is conducted at the beginning, middle, and end of the year.  Recent findings were presented:

Math:  38% students in reasonable level at end of year
ELA:  60% of students in reasonable level at end of year.
*Numbers were presented after extrapolating GMP scores, as well.

Stratton is scoring well above D11 as a whole.  

The D11 Capacity Committee is considering the possibility of pulling GMP from Stratton to move to another location.  The GMP teachers are meeting with the GMP coordinator, Emily Andrews, on Oct 12 to discuss their concerns.  Many SAC committee members had questions as well and will reach out to the GMP office, school board, and other involved parties to voice their concerns.  It was voiced that we will want to notify all GMP families, and other school families, as to this possibility so that they may voice concerns, if they wish.  Megan Miller stated this will affect more than just the GMP students, as Stratton has built many strengths to support the program over the years.  Lauren Walker will be in touch with more details that she is researching and contact information for letters of concern.  All are encouraged to attend the WebEx GT Advisory Committee meeting on Oct 20 at 4-5 p.m.


Erin Beth Ponsor:
Acadiance testing for grades K-3
Reading is seen more in the “red” this year, due to younger students coming into Kindergarten and last year’s loss of a quarter of instruction.  Teachers are doing individual intervention.  They are also participating in the LTRS instruction training, which is a very intensive and effective program.

Kyle Rudd:
Gave remote instruction update.  Remote students are put into one classroom and core instruction is in the morning, and individual work and small groups in the afternoon.  Tech issues have been difficult, but new WebEx tools should be helpful.  

Teachers received minimal training for online instruction.  There is a range in teachers’ abilities and willingness to embrace the online instruction.  We’ve ordered more technology, still awaiting needed iPad for primary students.  Should be received by end of October.  Unfortunately, this is certainly not the same as in-person but we are doing the very best we can!

Lisa Hutchcraft
Parent with two remote learners, stated that special work has become hard, “taken the fun out of these classes.”  Is there room to restructure.  Trisha Montoya and Lauren Walker seconded this, along with others.  Mr. Rudd will speak with specials instructors.
Pattie Lee
Is there a way for parents to give feedback, specific to remote learning issues?  Karen Owens will help Peggy to set up something to receive and respond to feedback.







