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June 13, 2021
Labrie Field
Strong Rd, Southampton, MA

The Annual Town Meeting was held on June 13,2021 after being postponed due to rain on June 12, 2021.  The weather was partly sunny, it did get hot towards the end of the meeting. Town Moderator, Robert Floyd, opened the meeting at 9:00am with a quorum present, 161 registered voters were in attendance. The workers were Eileen Hamel, Sabina McCarthy, and Jessica Neiswender.

After the pledge of allegiance, which was led by Ed Gibson, a brief moment of silence, welcome message, and reading a disclosure statement, Mr. Moderator proceeded to read the warrant, and return warrant. He announced that the town meeting was being televised but not livestreamed. Town Clerk Luci Dalton swore in Karl Kuehner, who was unanimously elected Deputy Moderator for the year until the next Annual Town Meeting.

Mr. Moderator read an introduction on town meeting guidelines. 

Mr. Moderator then called for a motion for Article 1>

Article 1- It was moved and seconded that the Town take no action to hear presentations of State Certificates.

Article 1 passed unanimously.

Article 2 -It was moved and seconded that the Town amend Article III of the Town’s General By
Laws entitled Selectboard by amending existing language as noted, deleting the existing language where noted and adding new language as shown in the boldface text as set forth in article 2 of the warrant for the June 12, 2021, Annual Town Meeting, except that the language in proposed Section 5, “and such other Fire Department personnel as may be necessary, and make suitable regulations governing the fire dept” be deleted and not approved

Article 2 passes by majority.

Article -3-It was moved and seconded that the Town amend Article VII of the Town’s General By-Laws, entitled “General Government”, by amending the existing language as noted, deleting existing language here noted and adding new language, as shown in boldface text, as set forth in Article 3 of the warrant for the June 12, 2021, Annual Town Meeting.

Article 3 passed unanimously.


[bookmark: _Hlk74578375]Article-4 It was moved and seconded that the Town amend Article VIII of the Town’s General By-Laws, entitled “Restriction on Issuances of Local Licenses or Permits”, by amending the existing language as noted, deleting existing language where noted and adding new language, as shown in stricken through or boldface text, as set forth in Article 4 of the warrant for the June 12, 2021 Annual Town Meeting, except that existing Section 2 remain unchanged and not be renumbered as Section 3, and proposed Section2 be renumbered as Section 3.

Article 4 There was a motion by Matt Roland and seconded by Chris Fowles to take no action and leave the by law as is. 

The motion passed unanimously.


[bookmark: _Hlk74578123]Article-5 It was moved and seconded that the Town amend Article XIII of the Town’s General By-Laws, entitled “Overnight Parking”, by amending the existing language as noted, deleting existing language where noted and adding new language, as shown in boldface text, as set forth in Article 5 of the warrant for the June 12, 2021, Annual Town Meeting.

Article 5 passes by majority.



Article-6 It was moved and seconded that the Town amend Article XVII of the Town’s General By-Laws, entitled “Fire Lanes and Fire Hydrants”, by amending the existing language as noted, deleting existing language where noted and adding new language, as shown in boldface text, as set forth in Article 6 of the warrant for the June 12, 2021, Annual Town Meeting.

Article 6 passes unanimously.


[bookmark: _Hlk74578562]Article-7 It was moved and seconded that the Town amend Article XVIII of the Town’s General By-Laws, entitled “Council on Aging”, by amending the existing language as noted, deleting existing language where noted and adding new language, as shown in stricken through or boldface text, as set forth in Article 7 of the warrant for the June 12, 2021, Annual Town Meeting.

Article 7 passes unanimously


Article-8 It was moved and seconded that the Town amend Article XIX of the Town’s General By-Laws, entitled “Sidewalk Clearing”, by amending the existing language as noted, deleting existing language where noted and adding new language, as shown in stricken through or boldface text, as set forth in Article 8 of the warrant for the June 12, 2021, Annual Town Meeting.

Article 8 passes unanimously meeting simple majority requirement.







Article-9 It was moved and seconded that the Town amend Article XXXV of the Town’s General By-Laws, entitled “Community Preservation”, by amending the existing language as noted, deleting existing language where noted and adding new language, as shown in stricken through or boldface text, as set forth in Article 9 of the warrant for the June 12, 2021, Annual Town Meeting.

Article 9 passes unanimously meeting simple majority requirement.

Article -10 It was moved and seconded that the Town amend Article XXX of the Town’s General By-Laws, entitled “Wetlands Protection”, by amending the existing language as noted, deleting existing language where noted and adding new language, as shown in stricken through or boldface text, as set forth in Article 10 of the warrant for the June 12, 2021, Annual Town Meeting.

Article 10 passes unanimously meeting simple majority requirement.


Article -11 It was moved and seconded that the Town amend the Town of Southampton By-Law Map referenced in Section III-B of the Town of Southampton Zoning by laws, re designating two certain parcels of land in their entirety, from the current zoning of Residential Village (RV) to the zone of Commercial Village (CV)  identified as said real estate in the Town of Southampton located at 173 & 175 College Highway, in the County of Hampshire in the Commonwealth of Massachusetts as shown on the Assessors Map 24, Parcel 2 and Parcel 57. The subject property consists of 1.6 +/- acres of land in Southampton, MA as described in a deed recorded in the Hampshire County Registry of Deeds in Book 13243, page 133. Said land is currently assessed to American Dream Realty Inc.

Article 11 Failed to pass 2/3 majority.
In Favor 31 Opposed 127



Article-12 It was moved and seconded that the Town amend the Town’s Zoning By-law by deleting Section XIV of the Zoning By-Law in its entirety, and authorize the renumbering of the Zoning By-Laws accordingly resulting from the deletion of the existing Section XIV, and further, to amend the Town’s General Bylaws by inserting a new Article XLVII “Stormwater Management and Erosion and Sediment Control By Law”, as set forth in Article 12 of the warrant for the June 12, 2021 Annual Town Meeting

Article 12 passes unanimously meeting 2/3 majority vote.

Article-13 It was moved and seconded that the Town transfer $100, 232 from free cash to the Capital Stabilization Fund

Article 13 passes unanimously meeting simple majority requirement.

Article-14 It was moved and seconded that the Town vote to transfer $85,913.00 from free cash to the Operational Stabilization Account.

Article 14 passes unanimously meeting simple majority requirement.

Article-15 It was moved and seconded that the Town transfer $28, 638.00 from free cash to the Other-Post Employment Benefits Account.

Article 15 passes unanimously meeting simple majority requirement.
Article-16 It was moved and seconded by Eileen Hamel and many citizens in attendance to see of the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, transfer from available funds, and /or otherwise provide the sum of Six Thousand Seven Hundred Twenty dollars  and twenty cents ($6720.20) in order to provide the elected Town Clerk with an increase in pay, for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2022, said funds to be added to the department budget under Town Clerk Salary account # 015161.113., and to see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, transfer, from available funds, and/or otherwise provide the sum of Seven Thousand Three Hundred Forty Nine dollars and twenty one cents, ($7349.21) in order to provide the elected Town Treasurer/Collector with an increase in pay for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2022, said funds to be added to the departmental budget under Treasurer/Collector Salary account # 015145.113

Article 16 Failed to pass simple majority.
Ayes 64 Nays 67

Article-17 It was moved and seconded that the Town raise and appropriate $18,289,262.00 to fund all municipal departments and the public schools during fiscal year 2022, as shown in the Town’s Annual Operating Budget for Fiscal Year 2022 and to fix the salaries for all elected officials as shown and identified in the Column Labeled FY 2022 Base Budget (Non-Override) A, from taxation, $17,500 from WPAT loan and $100,000 from Ambulance Fees.	

Article 17 Was broken out individually by departments and as follows:

General Government $705, 646.34- passed by majority.
Public Safety $1929,957.45- passes unanimously.
Education $11,720,833.10-passes by majority.
Public Works $867,566.88-passes unanimously.
Health and Human Services $145, 653.54 -passes by majority.
Culture and Recreation- $163,359.16 passes unanimously
Employee Benefits-$2,397,154.92passes unanimously
Debt Service-Principal-$300,989.00 passes unanimously.
Debt Service – Interest-$58,101.60 passes unanimously.

Article-18 It was moved and seconded that the Town vote to raise and appropriate a supplemental sum of money of Seven Hundred Eighteen Thousand Four Hundred Sixty-Six Dollars and Fifty-One Cents ($718,466.51) for the purposes of funding the following departments and accounts in the operating budget for the Town: Norris Elementary School Department, Police Department, Fire/EMS Department, Highway Department, Public Library, Council on Aging, Tree Warden, Select Board, Administration, Accounting Department,  Assessors Department, Treasurer/Collector Department, Legal Department, Town Clerk/Election & Registration Department, Telephone, Town Hall Building, IT expenses, equipment, internet service & web maintenance, Postage, Annual Audit, Photocopier Lease and Open Space Committee for the fiscal year beginning July 1, 2021, provided, however, that the vote taken hereunder shall be expressly contingent upon approval by the voters of a Proposition 2 ½, so-called, override question, allowing the Town to raise the additional amount appropriated hereunder, outside the limits imposed by said Proposition 2 ½, all in accordance with M.G.L. c.59, §21C(g).	



Article 18 Was broken out individually by departments and as follows:

General Government $742,811.59- passed by majority.
Public Safety $1,966,969.84- passes by majority.
Education $12,228,709.90-passes by majority.
Public Works $991,285.03-passes by majority.
Health and Human Services $146,273.93 -passes by majority.
Culture and Recreation- $175,633.60 passes by majority
Employee Benefits-$2,397,154.92 passes unanimously.
Debt Service-Principal-$300,989.00 passes unanimously.
Debt Service – Interest-$58,101.60 passes unanimously.

The Question will appear on the 2021 Special Election Ballot


Article -19 It was moved and seconded that the Town vote to approve the budget of the Transfer Station Enterprise Fund as presented in Article 19 of the Warrant for the June 12, 2021, Annual Town Meeting.  

Article 19 passes unanimously meeting simple majority requirement.	

Article- 20 It was moved and seconded that the Town vote to approve the budget of the Water Department Enterprise Fund as presented in Article 20 of the Warrant for the June 12, 2021, Annual Town Meeting.  

Article 20 passes by majority


Article -21 It was moved and seconded that the Town transfer One Hundred Forty Thousand Dollars ($140,000) to fund the purchase of a replacement box truck, said sum to be taken from the Water Department Retained Earnings Account.  				

Article 21 passes by majority


Article- 22 It was moved and seconded that the Town transfer Twenty-Two Thousand Dollars ($22,000) to fund the required local match for the Water Department Asset Planning Grant, said sum to be taken from the Water Department Retained Earnings.  

Article 22 passed unanimously meeting simple majority requirement.

Move that the Town transfer $68,065 from Ambulance Receipts, Reserve for Appropriation, to the Debt Ambulance Account for the FY 21 Debt payment on the newest ambulance.  							    					   
Article-23 It was moved and seconded that the Town transfer $68,065 from Ambulance Receipts, Reserve for Appropriation, to the Debt Ambulance Account for the FY 21 Debt payment on the newest ambulance.  	

Article 23 passes unanimously

Article-24 It was moved and seconded that the Town appropriates the sum of $261,000.00 to purchase a new Single Axle Dump Truck with Plow and Sander Body for the Highway Department, and that to meet this appropriation, the Treasurer, with the approval of the Select Board, is authorized to borrow the sum of $261,000.00 under G.L. c. 44, §7(1) or any other enabling authority and to issue bonds and notes therefor; provided, however, that the appropriation authorized hereunder shall be contingent on the approval by the voters of the Town of a so-called Proposition 2½ debt exclusion under G.L. c. 59, §21C with respect to the repayment of the amounts authorized to be borrowed by this vote; and, in accordance with G.L. c. 44, §20, any premium received by the Town upon the sale of any bonds or notes thereunder, less any premium applied to the payment of the costs of issuance of such bond or notes, may be applied to pay project costs and the amount authorized to be borrowed for such project shall be reduced by the amount of any such premium so applied that may be necessary for that purpose.

Article 24 passes by majority meeting 2/3 majority with 3 nays. This question will appear on the Special Election ballot


Article-25 It was moved and seconded the Town appropriates the sum of $270,000 to acquire the Right of Way for the Greenway Rail Trail (Bike and Pedestrian) Path and/or to pay design costs related thereto, and that to meet this appropriation, the Treasurer, with the approval of the Select Board, is authorized to borrow the sum of $270,000 under G.L. c. 44, §7(1) or any other enabling authority and to issue bonds and notes of the Town therefor; provided, however, that the appropriation authorized hereunder shall be contingent on the approval by the voters of the Town of a so-called Proposition 2½ debt exclusion under G.L. c. 59, §21C with respect to the repayment of the amounts authorized to be borrowed by this vote; and, in accordance with G.L.

Article 25 passes by majority meeting 2/3 majority with 9 nays. This question will appear on the Special Election Ballot

Article-26 It was moved and seconded that the Town transfer the sum of $9,700 from the Capital Stabilization Fund to the Town Clerk Capital Budget to fund replacement of the voting machines for the Town Clerk.  	

Article 26 passes unanimously.





Article -27 It was moved and seconded that the Town transfer the sum of $6,995 from Free Cash to the Town Clerk Capital Budget to fund the purchase of the ECODE 360 software program for the Town Clerk.  

Article 27 passes by majority.	

Article-28 It was moved and seconded that the Town transfer the sum of $18,500 from Free Cash to the Edwards Library Capital Budget to fund the purchase and installation of a replacement boiler and hot water tank for the Edwards Public Library.  	

Article 28 passes unanimously meeting simple majority requirement.			
			    	

Article- 29 Move that the Town transfer the sum of $13,000 from the Capital Stabilization Fund to the Police Capital Budget to fund the purchase and installation of two new replacement boiler/furnaces with A/C for the Police Station.  

Article 29 passes unanimously meeting 2/3 majority requirement.


Article-30 It was moved and seconded that the Town transfer the sum of $44,400 from the Capital Stabilization Fund to the Highway Capital Budget to fund the purchase of one new replacement One Ton Truck with Plow & Drop in Sander for the Highway Department.  	

Article 30 passes by meeting 2/3 majority requirement with 6 nays


Article-31 It was moved and seconded that the Town transfer the sum of $9,700 from the Capital Stabilization Fund to the Cemetery Capital Budget to fund the installation of new replacement water lines in the Center Cemetery.  	

Article 31 passes with 3 nays meeting 2/3 majority.	


Article-32 Move that the Town transfer $9,000 from the Capital Stabilization Fund to the Norris School Capital Budget to fund replacement of the remaining broken sidewalk portions at the Norris School.  

Article 32 passes unanimously meeting 2/3 majority requirement.


Article-33: It was moved and seconded that the Town transfer $37,475 from the Capital Stabilization Fund to the Norris School Capital Budget to fund replacement of carpeting in more than ten rooms at the Norris School.  

Article 33 passes unanimously meeting 2/3 majority requirement.
Article- 34 It was moved and seconded that the Town transfer a total of $22,750 from the Capital Stabilization Fund to fund the repair of masonry issues on the Exterior of the building (sub-total $10,000) and also masonry issues on the interior of the building (sub-total $12,750) at the Norris School.  

Article 34 passes unanimously meeting 2/3rds majority requirement.


Article-35 It was moved and seconded that the Town transfer $5,910 from the Capital Stabilization Fund to the Norris School Capital Budget to fund the replacement of some classroom doors and door closers at the Norris School.  

Article 35 passes unanimously meeting 2/3 majority requirement.


Article-36 It was moved and seconded that the Town transfer $14,470 from Free Cash to the Norris School Capital Budget to fund the replacement of vertical blinds in the Cafeterium and Counseling Rooms at the Norris School.  								

Article 36 passes meeting simple majority requirement.





Article -37 It was moved and seconded that the Town transfer Twenty-Eight Thousand Eight Hundred Seventy – Five Dollars ($28,875) from Free Cash to the Highway Department MS-4 Stormwater Management Permit Account to fund the mandated permit requirements for State/Federal compliance in FY 22.  		

Article 37 passes unanimously meeting simple majority requirement.		


Article- 38 It was moved and seconded that the Town vote to set the limitation on expenditures for each Revolving Fund be established according to Article 38 of the Warrant for the June 12, 2021, Annual Town Meeting.

Article 38 passes unanimously meeting simple majority requirement.

Article-39 It was moved and seconded that the Town vote to hear and act on the report of the Community Preservation Committee for fiscal year 2022 and to allocate sums of money from the Community Preservation Fund as presented in Article 39 of the Warrant of the June 12, 2021, Annual Town Meeting.
	    					   	

[bookmark: _Hlk74652046]Article 39 passes unanimously meeting simple majority requirement.	 


Article -40 It was moved and seconded that the Town transfer the sum of Three Thousand Five Hundred Dollars ($3,500) from Community Preservation Funds to the Open Space to support their educational program Barnes Aquifer Pamphlet Project, said funds to be transferred from Community Preservation Surcharges – Open Space Account 

Article 40 passes unanimously meeting simple majority requirement.	 

Article-41- It was moved and seconded that the Town transfer the sum of Fifty Thousand Dollars ($50,000) from Community Preservation Funds to the Conservation Commission for the required 50% town match for a Mass. Trails grant for Phase II for continued improvement of the areas of the Manhan Meadows Sanctuary trails system, said funds to be transferred from Community Preservation Surcharges–Undesignated Account. This transfer is contingent upon the receiving of the Mass. Trails grant.
                                                                         

[bookmark: _Hlk98745513]Article-41- passses unanimously to meet simple majority requirement.  

Article-42 It was moved and seconded that the Town transfer the sum of Six Thousand Two Hundred Forty Dollars ($6,240) to the Edwards Public Library to continue placing historical resource materials on the web site http:historicalresourcesofsouthampton.org or also available through the library web site, said funds would be transferred from Community Preservation Surcharges - Historical Preservation Account.    

Article 42 passes unanimously to meet simple majority requirement.   
Annual Town Meeting was motioned to dissolve @12:35pm and seconded.                                                          

Please note that some articles in the warrant say June 12, 2021, because that was the date of the meeting but it was postponed to June 13, 2021 due to inclement weather.
						        
				    	
   A true copy Attest,


   Lucille A Dalton
   Town Clerk
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