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Course Number and Title: 7800 Guitar Studies
Academic Credits: 0.5 credit
Course Delivery Format: In person (AIS)
Teacher: Mr. Justin Hollenberg (he/him)
Teacher Summary:
Hello! This is my 8th year teaching, and my 3rd year at the Hanna. I have 2 bachelor’s degrees from Lebanon Valley College – a B.S. in Music Education, and a B.A. in Music with focuses in Voice and Composition. I am also currently pursuing a Masters Degree in Music as a Second Language (MSL). I live in Carlisle with Mrs. Hollenberg (my wife) and Copper (my corgi). When I’m not at school, there’s no guarantee what you’ll find me doing. I’m a collector of hobbies and skills, and I love learning new things – recently I’ve been playing Baldur’s Gate 3 and learning how to crochet! I am looking forward to this school year and the opportunity to make music with all of you!
Teacher Room Number: 121 (Chorus Room)
Teacher Phone: (717) 657-5117 ext. 42121
Teacher Email: jhollenberg@hannasd.org
Office Hours: By appointment only; please email to schedule an appointment.

Course Description:
This course is designed to give the student an enriching and diverse music education through study of the guitar. Students will explore the major musical styles of recent history, learning through practice, experimentation, and improvisation. Students will also gain an appreciation for the history and technological developments of the guitar, as well as its use as a harmonic and melodic instrument.
You will not become rock stars here – we don’t have that kind of time. This course, by design, will only get you started on your musical journey. While primarily geared toward beginners, experienced musicians will also be challenged to discover various applications of their skills they may not have previously explored. Students who find an interest or talent in the material are encouraged to seek ways to continue in music in or out of school.
Required Texts and Materials:
There is no textbook for class. Rather, we will use a variety of both digital and physical resources that will be available in class. To that end, you will need your school device, headphones for use with certain activities (note – headphones should NOT be in use outside specified activities), A folder for physical materials, and a writing utensil. 
You will have an assigned guitar for use in class. This instrument cannot be taken from the classroom!

Recommended Texts and Materials:
Personal music tools/instruments (if applicable)

Course Outcomes:
Through the study of this course, students should have an understanding of the following concepts:
· Skills and technique used in the playing of guitar, including chord shapes, strumming/flatpicking, etc.
· Critical listening techniques of music from various genres, time periods, contexts, and traditions.
· Development of aural skills with ability to identify melody, harmony, form, and technique in context.
· Basic music literacy, specifically in interpreting key, time, pitch, rhythm, and other direction
· Critical techniques for searching for and judging accuracy of learning guides and music notation
· Methods for maintenance and proper care of the instrument and its equipment

Units of Study/Pace of Course:
	Unit 
	Major Topics
	Standards Addressed
	Assignments/
Assessments

	The Basics
	The History of Stringed Instruments, Playing & Reading for Acoustic Guitar
	PA Academic Standards for the Arts


Nat'l Academic Standards for Music Technology


Nat'l Academic Standards for Harmonizing Instruments
	
Weekly Skill Checks

Quarter Project 1: 
On My Own 

	Chords and Comping
	Strumming Skills: Power Chords, Open Chords, Barre Chords, and Capos
	
	

	Scales and 
Soloing
	Flatpicking Skills: Pentatonics, Blues, and Improvising
	
	

	Practical Playing and QP1
	Learning songs and practicing for the first Quarter Project
	
	

	Gear and Electronics
	Making the Switch: Playing, Reading, and Care for Electronic Equipment
	
	
Weekly Skill Checks

Quarter Project 2: School of Rock 

	The Basics 
of Bass
	Fingerstyle Skills: Playing & Reading for Bass Guitar
	
	

	Mixing and Playing in a Modern Band
	Multi-Instrument Dynamics and Band Communication
	
	

	Practical Playing and QP2
	Learning songs and practicing for the second Quarter Project
	
	



Procedures for Late Assignment:
Late work will be accepted up until the beginning of the final week of each marking period for a reduced grade. Grade reduction will depend on the lateness of assignment.

Procedures for Redo Work:
Skill check retakes are encouraged. Written assignments are subject to redos only when offered.

Procedure for Extra Credit:
Potential extra credit opportunities include: Concert attendance, festival participation, makeup assignments (only when offered). Please note: Extra credit will only ever take you up to 100% for class, never beyond!







Calculation of Final Grade:
The teacher does not give grades in this class – students earn their grades. The grade a student earns in class is directly related to the work they put in. Grades are potentially based on the following:
Assessment (skill checks/projects)
· Periodic skill checks will gauge student progress.
· Each quarter will culminate in a project that utilizes the major concepts or skills taught.
· Quarter Project 1: On My Own – This project will involve each student learning, practicing, and performing a song on their own. This project serves as the course midterm exam.
· Quarter Project 2: School of Rock – This project will involve the class working together in bands to develop, practice, and perform a setlist of songs. This project serves as the course final exam.
· Students will only occasionally have open-note tests/quizzes which will take place during our class period.
Learning Opportunities (daily class participation and practice)
· This class is very much like a lab. Class each day will feature practice, discussion, critical listening, and experimentation. Participation in each class activity is essential for full understanding of the course content – frequent absence or refusal to participate means risking crucial information that will affect your progress.
· Students are graded on a 5-point rubric each day for their participation in class. Students who are prepared for class, on time, and participate fully in class discussions and activities to the best of their ability will receive full credit. Students who rarely or never participate in class will earn poor grades in this category. 
· Students who miss class will be expected to review material from the time they missed to catch up.
Demonstration of Knowledge (classwork/homework assignments)
· Class will periodically have assignments designed to gauge progress and understanding. These assignments will take the form of exit/entrance tickets, worksheets/study guides, open note ‘pop quizzes’. Assignments not finished in class must be completed for homework and turned in the next day.
· The focus of this class is geared towards practical guitar playing! Most assignments will naturally involve playing the guitar in some capacity, and as such can only be completed during class time. In order to avoid having missed work bog down class progress, makeup or redo assignments may need to be completed during flex or study halls.

	CATEGORY
	PERCENT (%) OF GRADE 
	Grading Scale:
· A    -  90% - 100%
· B    -  80% - 89%
· C    -  70% - 79%
· D   -   60% - 69%
· F    -    0% - 59%

	Assessments 
	50%
	

	Learning Opportunities
	25%
	

	Demonstration of Knowledge
	25%
	

	Total:
	100%
	



SOAR in the Classroom:
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Class Attendance Policy:
Click HERE in virtual handbook (available on teacher page/teams) for the board approved attendance policy.

Cell Phone Policy:
Unless in use for e-hallpass or in excepting circumstances, cell phones should not be in use during class time.
Click HERE in virtual handbook (available on teacher page/teams) for the board approved electronic device policy. 

Academic Integrity Policy:
Don’t cheat – it’s as simple as that! (And yes, using ChatGPT or other AI counts as cheating!)
Click HERE in virtual handbook (available on teacher page/teams) for the board approved academic integrity policy.

Pass Policy:
All students must use e-hall pass to sign out of class. My autopass is set up for the music lavs right outside the hall – yes you do still need to make a pass even though it’s right outside the classroom. Passes to go other places (such as the main office or guidance) will need to be approved by the teacher.

Academic Assistance Program (AAP):
Need additional assistance in the class? Come to AAP after school on Mondays, Tuesdays, and/or Thursdays from 2:37-4:30pm in the library. A certified teacher will be on staff to help with any work or questions you may have. Students may ride the 4:30pm late bus home from AAP.

Additional Opportunities:
Academically eligible students who find a particular interest, talent, or skill in music should consider joining one of the many curricular or extra-curricular music activities available here in the school. Options include: Chorus, Band, Orchestra, Jazz Band, Marching Band, Musical, Garageband, PMEA Festivals, etc.

Instrument Use Policy:
Students will have opportunities to learn, use, and experiment with classroom instruments daily throughout this course, both individually and in groups. This is a privilege. You are not the only students to use these instruments, and they must be treated with care so that everyone else will have the same opportunities and privileges that you do. Students who prove themselves unworthy of that privilege by abusing or neglecting the class instruments will face disciplinary measures and may be removed from certain class activities and/or removed from class entirely.

Sensitivity and Censorship Notice:
We will occasionally touch on sensitive or personal topics in class. It is impossible to separate music from the realms of politics, civil rights, religion, personal relationships, or other topics that elicit strong emotions. Music and art are very personal, and often communicate strong emotions by design as they respond to the comings and goings of both world events and personal events. 
As your teacher, I will do my best to navigate all kinds of music with sensitivity and care, but I will not avoid any music unless my better judgement deems it necessary, as there is value even in songs with bad words or dubious references. Students are expected to be respectful and sensitive in all class discussion and activities. Students who find themselves unable to do so will be removed from class discussion and will face potential disciplinary action.




Practicing: 
One of the things that separates bad musicians from good musicians, and good musicians from great musicians, is one simple word: Practice. While we will have specific class time available for practice and experimentation, students are not necessarily limited to class time for chances to practice. 
· In-school practicing: Students who have study halls after 1st period may ask their teacher for a practice pass to come to the music suite for additional practice. Students may also stay after school for practice time from dismissal to 3:05.
· Extracurriculars: Guitar students are encouraged, though not required, to become part of extracurricular clubs and ensembles such as the Jazz Band or Garage Band. These groups gather to practice roughly once a week and perform periodically throughout the year. 
· At-home practicing: Unfortunately, students may not currently take school instruments or equipment home, meaning students who want to practice at home must do so with personal instruments. You are not at risk of falling behind if you cannot practice at home, but daily practice can only help you progress faster and farther. Students considering purchasing personal equipment before we study equipment as part of class should discuss it with their teacher – buying an instrument is not necessarily a straightforward task and there are many things to consider and avoid.
Some practicing tips:
1. Practice in a place where you will not be distracted. 
2. Practicing more often for less time will yield better results than practicing less often for more time. (i.e. practicing 20 minutes every day vs. practicing 2 hours every Saturday)
3. Start with clear goals in mind. Do not just play through your music in ‘autopilot mode.’ Say to yourself what you intend to improve or accomplish, and work towards that goal.
4. If you are having difficulty with a certain part of your music, break it up into smaller bits and slow it down. If it keeps giving you trouble, move on to something else, but be sure to come back to it.
5. Vary your practice session by working on several different things. Working on a single passage or even a single song for an hour can be hindering and frustrating. 
6. Do not just practice what you already know how to do. Try new techniques, work on what you have been struggling with. Try to make some intentional progress, rather than just regurgitate what you can already do.
7. Practice how you would perform! Play with correct technique, proper posture, etc. 

First Assignment and Syllabus Acknowledgement:
Please follow this link or the link in your first Teams assignment post to acknowledge that you have read and understand the syllabus, and to fill out some introductory information so I can start getting to know you!
This form will be your first assignment, and will be due by the end of our first week of class, or ASAP if you are joining class late.
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Safety

Ownership/Accountability

Respect

« Keep your body in control
and keep your hands, feet,
and objecs to yourself.

« Report safety concerns to an
adult as soon as possible.

« Walk at all times.

« Follow the safety rules in
every setting.

 Be honest.

+ Own your choices and actions.

« Model good sportsmanship.

« Do your best to be prepared for all
settings.

« Finish your work o the best of your
abilty.

« Lean from your mistakes.

« Be on time.

« Take an active role in your
learning.

« Follow directions the first time they
are given.

« Listen to and value others’
opinions.

« Do use language that is
appropriate for all settings and
that does not include profanity.

« Use appropriate volume for all
settings.

« Value cultural differences.

« Be kind and polite to peers and
adults through words and
actions.

« Care for your property and the
property of others.
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