Romance of A Christmas Card,  Chapter 1,2 & 3 Questions

1.  Describe the setting in chapter 1,  paragraph 1.



2.  Define rigolette and write the sentence its used in (p.1)


3. Find and write out the simile on  p.1 paragraph 2.  What two things are compared?


4.  Define spectacles

5. What is the best of all gifts (p.1)?


6.  What indicates the time setting is not present day on p. 1?

7. “If the parishers knew what a ready pen you have, they’d suspect you help me in my sermone. (p.2)  What does the mean?”


8.  “I would cover my halo with my hat so that nobody in the congregation would notice it”  What does this figurative language mean (p.2)?  And to what does it refer to?  (2 answers.)


9.  Who is David as described and introduced on p.2?  How is he characterized?


10.  Who was born on Christmas Eve and what significance do you think this has (p.2 paragraph 7)?




11. “Don’t despair of reforming any man till you see the grass growing over his bare bones.”  What does this quote mean (p.2, paragraph 8)?



12.  Define:  filial  -- Write the sentence out as used in the story (p.2, paragraph 8)


13.  Define:  connubial  --  Write out the sentence in which it is used. (p.2  paragraph 10


14.  Define:  aversion  -- Write out what sentence it is in.

15.  What is the supposed opinion of the minister for his son’s “passionate aversion to virtue in any form?”   (p.2, paragraph 11.)


16.  How is the minister’s second wife, Reba Crosby, characterized? (p.2)


17.  What is the simile and it’s two comparisons on p. 2 paragraph 11?


18.  P. 3,  What is a pessimist?


19.  What is the metaphor (and what is being compared) on p. 3, paragraph 3?

20.  What unifying event occurred under Reba Crosby Larrabee’s influence (Ch 1, p.3 paragraph 4?)




21.  How did the village treat the ministers son and David Gilman? (p. 3 paragraph 6)


22. Give the example of imagery on p. 3 paragraph 6.


23.  Why do you think men are so scarce in Beulah?  (p.3, paragraph 6).  


24.  Describe the imagery that is Leticia Boynton’s one story home.


25.  Define:  descried hither p. 3.


26.  Find, identify and explain the comparisons of the metaphor  on p. 3 (2nd to last paragraph).


27.  Define andirons (p.3)


28.  What is the simile (and what’s being compared) on p. 2 – paragraph 2?


29.  Describe Letty’s position (p.4, paragraph 2.)

30.    Why was she looking out the windo?

--------------------------------------------------------------------------End of Chapter 1 Questions.--------------------------









Chapter 2

31.  Describe the relationship between Letty and Reba?  


32.  What is the use of satire on p. 4 (near last paragraph?)


33.  Draw the Christmas Card Scene as pictured by you on p. 5, paragraph 5.  (This counts)

	


























34.  What is the simile on p. 5, center page?  Explain its meaning

35.  What a hearth rug (p.5,  center page)?


36.  Define providential  (p.5.)

37.  What is the metaphor on p. 5 and its meaning (paragraph 13.)


38.  What was the inspiration for the Christmas card drawing (p.5).

39.  What three names did Reba want to name the painting on the card?


40.  What is the Rhyme Scheme in the poem on the card?


41.  What does “impetuous” mean on page six, p. 4?

42.  What was bothering Letty (p. 6).  What made her feel better (what did she do.)  




43.  Why do you think she feels resentment (p.6  paragraph 5)?


44.  How is David now characterized on p. 6?
45.  “You began wrong, Letty.  You were born a prop,  and you’ve been propping somebody ever since.”  What does this mean in the story? P.6)


46.  What is a prop versus a leaner or a twiner?  Explain.


47.  What are some metaphors on page 7.  Name them and what they compare (text evidence).



48.  From page 8, create a timeline of Leticia Boynton’s life (as follows, example 1st )
1st:  Father was a doctor
2nd:
3rd:
4th:
5th:
6th:
49.  What is “harum scarum” p. 8 mean?

50.  Do you think its hard being a minister’s son:  why or why not?  What is implied in the story about it (p. 8 – Refer to the conversation of the Pophams)


51.  How does the auther use sarcasm when characterizing Mrs. Popham’s children (p.8 last paragraph)?

52.  What’s an old fashioned way to help boys behave (p.8)?



53.  What does the commentary on page 9 imply about gossip,  especially in a small town?


54.  The book says Dick Larrabee left Beulah “because he hated it.”  Tell Why


55.  What type of characterization is seen on page 10.?



56.  Identify the characterization and description of Eva (who is she, p.10).


57.  How is Letty further characterized on p. 10?  Why is this important to note?




------------------------------------------------------------------------------------End of Chapter 3 Questions.------------



Chapter  IV Questions
58.  What is the type of depression being described on page 12?  Give its symptoms.


59.  Describe David Gilman on page 12.


60. Tell what you think this means from page 12, “He didn’t really regard them as children or human beings; it takes a woman’s vision to make that sort of leap into the future.” 



61.  From page 13/14,  infereence why small towns always have so many different churches.  Explain. 











---------------------------Chapter 5 Questions--------------------------
62   Give evidence of the village criticism from page 14.


63  Why was the “debut” of the minister’s wife as a “writer and embellisher of Christmas cards”  such a big deal  (last paragraph p. 14). 


64.  Define doggerel.
65  From the letters on page 15-17,  what can you imply about Reba’s creative work making the Christmas cards?  (This is asking you to form an opinion and create a reasonable idea about what her work means to her?) 
65.  What examples of commercialism can you see on page  from the letters? 
66.  What information can you glean from the letters? 
67.  Do you agree with the publisher about the “Folks Back Home” card being better?  Why or why not? 

----------------End of Chapter 5    -----------------







Chapter 6 Questions
68.  Name some clues to setting on page 17. (THIS MEANS YOU ARE GIVING ME DETAILS ABOUT THE PHYSICAL APPEARANCE OF THE SETTING AND CLUES GIVEN BY THE AUTHOR)


69.  Name the changed setting in the beginning of Chapter 6  (bottom of page 17.) 


70.  What still lingered in Dick’s memories on page 18? 


71.  “Keeping up with Beulah,  It Sounds like the title of a novel.”  How is this statement ironic?  Is it a coincidence?  (Hint:  You MUST look up the meaning of ironic if you don’t know it.)



72.  What type of positive indirect characterization occurs on page 20  about Dick ‘s mother? 


73.  Compare and contrast the different ways both men came to be in possession of the “cards.”  (p. 19-20)


End of Chapter 6 Questions.
Chapter 7 Questions
74.  “David, putting his card back in his pocket and wishing there were a little more time, or that he had a little more courage, so that he might confide in Dick Larrabee.”  What trait is revealed here about David?  How is this a problem? 


75.   Page 21,  why not take the kids?  (Explain) 

76.  What examples of regret can you find on page 21-22?  How is this a sign of remorse? 


77.  How does perspective and different viewpoints change the situation from negative to positive on page 22-23? 

78.  Why did David marry Eva (as said of by him.) p. 23?

79.  “The Hour was ripe for confidences….”  What does this mean, and what does it refer to in the story (p.23.)


78.  Letty states“A man should stand by his own flesh and blood.”   Do you Agree or disagree p. 23? 
79.  What caused a radical change in David’s whole view point (p.23-24?)



80.  What irony about the publisher and Reba shows up on page 24.  Describe it.


81.  What sign of hope does Letty have at the end of Chapter 7 (top of page 25).




End of Chapter 7 Questions














Chapter VIII  (Chapter 8)

82.  Describe the time and place (setting on page 25.


83.  Describe the topic and nature of the conversation that Mrs. Todd, and Dick Larrabee have about Deacon Todd and John Trimble (p.26)



83.  How does Dick stand up for himself on page 26 (paragraph 8)?  Do you agree or disagree.? 


84.  What manipulative behavior do you see on page 26? 

85.  What “galled” Dick “worst than ever?”   Why?


86.  Was the heated conversation with the Todd’s settled effectively?  Why or why not?




End of Chapter 8 Questions.
Chapter IX (9) Questions

87.  What is the mysterious new plan? 


88.  Why did Dick feel it was best to “meet them in a body on a festive occasion.”  To whom is he referring and to what is he thinking about on the last paragraph p. 27?


89.  Do you believe in fate, or “Providence?”  Does Dick Larrabee?  Why or why not (p.27).


90.   Tope of p. 28 – Describe the current setting.


91.  What was the confusion and “change” the village saw in the “John Trimble” of now versus the past?


92.  How much did the Christmas cards cost in the story?


93.  “And the minister?  He had been half in, and half out of , a puzazling dream for ten minutes…”   Tell what’s going on at this point in the story,  and why was this happening.

94.  What is this, “No ice but would have thawed in such as atmosphere!”


95.  How is forgiveness seem a bit fickle on p. 29?


96.  Why was there never such a “merry Christmas” festival on page 29? 
97/  Who was Santa?  Why no kids again? 
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Chapter 10 Questions

98. What are the various reasons (list all) for “Bless the card…” reflections from the major characters.



99.   On page 30 (Chapter 10),  end of story,  predict the future and tell me what happens the next day   . . . . next year . . .   next decade…..
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