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East Texas Charter School will follow guidance from the Centers of Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), the Texas Education Agency (TEA), and state and local health agencies. This document will be updated as the situation evolves and guidance changes. Our priority is the safety of our students, staff, and their families.
 
Teachers and staff will be required to self-screen for COVID-19 symptoms before coming onto campus each day including checking their own temperature. Teachers and staff must report to their principal if they themselves have COVID-19 symptoms or are lab confirmed with COVID-19, and, if so, they must remain off campus until they meet the criteria for re-entry as noted below. Additionally, they must report to their principal if they have had close contact with an individual who is lab-confirmed with COVID-19, as defined in this document, and, if so, must remain off campus until the 14-day incubation period has passed. 

Students will have their temperatures taken frequently.

Parents must ensure they do not send a child to campus if the child has COVID-19 symptoms or is lab-confirmed with COVID-19. Upon confirmation, the child will receive online instruction until the conditions for re-entry are met.

ETCS will immediately separate any student who shows COVID-19 symptoms while at school until the student can be picked up by the parent or guardian. The areas used by an individual who shows COVID-19 symptoms while at school will be cleaned and sanitized.

ETCS will notify all teachers, staff, and families of all students if a lab-confirmed COVID-19 case is identified among students, teachers or staff. 

 
Individuals Confirmed or Suspected with COVID-19

Any individuals who themselves either: 
	(a) are lab-confirmed to have COVID-19; or 
(b) experience the symptoms of COVID-19 (listed below) must stay at home throughout the infection period, and cannot return to campus until the school system screens the individual to verify that the below conditions for campus re-entry have been met.
 
In the case of an individual who was diagnosed with COVID-19, the individual may return to school when all three of the following criteria are met: 

· At least one day (24 hours) has passed since recovery (resolution of fever without the use of fever-reducing medications); and
· The individual has improvement in symptoms (e.g., cough, shortness of breath); and
· At least 10 days have passed since symptoms first appeared. 

In the case of an individual who has symptoms that could be COVID-19 and who is not evaluated by a medical professional or tested for COVID-19 (absences of three or more consecutive days may require a doctor’s note or negative COVID test upon return), the individual may not return to the campus until:

· Fever free for 24 hours; and
· Improvement in symptoms.

The student must also self-report medical condition to office for 10 school days after their return to campus (see Mrs. Castillo for temperature and wellness check).
Possible COVID-19 Symptoms
 
Feeling feverish or a measured temperature greater than or equal to 100.0 degrees Fahrenheit
Loss of taste or smell
Cough
Difficulty breathing 
Shortness of breath
Fatigue
Headache
Chills
Sore throat
Congestion or runny nose
Shaking or exaggerated shivering
Significant muscle pain or ache
Diarrhea
Nausea or vomiting


Close Contact

“Close contact” refers to an individual who is lab-confirmed to have COVID-19. The definition of close contact is evolving with our understanding of COVID-19, and individual scenarios should be determined by an appropriate public health agency. In general, close contact is defined as: 
 
a. being directly exposed to infectious secretions (i.e., being coughed on); or 
b. being within 6 feet for a cumulative duration of 15 minutes
[bookmark: _heading=h.gjdgxs]-additional prevention factors (i.e., masking, dividers, etc.) will be considered in determining close contact.
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For Anyone Who Has Been Around a Person with COVID-19
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Anyone who has had close contact with someone with COVID-19 should stay home for 14 days after their last exposure to that person. 
[bookmark: _heading=h.mjf8apvamq54]However, anyone who has had close contact with someone with COVID-19 and who developed COVID-19 illness within the previous 3 months and has recovered and remains without COVID-19 symptoms (e.g., cough, shortness of breath) does not need to stay home.
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