JROTC: FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS
Q. How do I join JROTC?  
A. JROTC is an elective, so students sign-up for JROTC at the same time as other classes. For more information on joining, click here: https://www.jcisd.org/domain/137., or one should contact their counselor.       

Q. I do not live in the Jackson County High School district.  Can I still take JROTC?  
A. Out of district students may apply to attend Jackson Area Career Center and take JROTC.  Out of district students must provide own transportation to and from Jackson Area Career Center.        

Q. Do I have to wear a uniform?  
A. Yes. Students usually wear their uniforms one day a week and when they participate in special ceremonies or events.  The uniform day is typically a Tuesday.        

Q. Do I have to get a haircut?  
A. We want Cadets to be comfortable with themselves.  However, a cadet's appearance is a reflection of the entire program and they must represent the JROTC program in an acceptable manner.  However, we do NOT force you to get a military regulation haircut.  It is usually recommended and, in some cases, required for you to get a haircut if it is uncomely while in JROTC uniforms and/or long if you plan on participating in a competition or military event.        

Q. May male students wear earrings?  
A. When not in uniform all Cadets may wear clothing and jewelry that is appropriate for school.  In uniform, certain rules will apply.  Information in regard to all the guidance is given to Cadets the first few weeks of the semester.  Males may not wear earrings while in uniform, young ladies may wear one pair of earrings in their ear lobes.  Cadets may wear jewelry while in uniform as long as they are not visible.  

Q. Do students pay for uniforms?  
A. No.  Uniforms, textbooks, and all JROTC equipment are provided to Cadets.  If the uniform is lost or damaged, the student is responsible for replacement of the uniform by paying the cost just as an athlete would pay for a sport uniform.        

Q. Is there a military obligation for joining Army JROTC?  
A. No.  JROTC is a high school elective.  Our mission is not to influence or force Cadets to join the military, but to help young people become better citizens and prepare them for graduation and beyond.        

Q. Do I have to go and fight in a war if I join JROTC?  
A. No.  Cadet Students are under no military obligation to join or fight in wars foreign or domestic.        

Q. What is taught in JROTC?  
A. Approved curriculum.  JROTC instructors teach leadership, financial planning, public speaking, check book management, history, geography, diet/nutrition, and exercise. Additional curriculum subject areas include; drug prevention, first aid, safety, conflict resolution, self-awareness, self-esteem, writing skills, study-habit skills, decision making, problem solving, citizenship, and government.        

Q. What if I don't like the JROTC course?  
A. Students may change or drop a class by contacting their counselor.  In some cases a parent/teacher meeting is requested to determine issue and if student wants to change classes they may.    

Q. Are there out of class activities or events that I may participate in?  
A. Yes.  We have a Drill Team, Raider Team, Air Rifle Team, Color Guard, and Academic Team. Cadets on these teams compete against other high school JROTC programs. Visit our website page link to learn more about each team.  

Q. Is it mandatory I participate in out of class activities or on a team?  
A. No.  Some activities are during school hours, but activities outside of school are by volunteer basis.  Cadets will be informed of extra-curricular activities and Cadets are not required to participate in extra-curricular activities such as being a member of competitive team. One of our largest main events is our annual Military Ball which is attended by a large portion of our community and includes our annual awards ceremony.

 Q. Are there out of community events that I may participate in?  
A. Yes.  We partner with many agencies and organizations within our community annually throughout the year. For example, we assist in the Grand River (G.R.E.A.T) cleanup, Salvation Army food drive, Toys for Tots, Wreaths Across America, Community Color Guard, Veterans events, and local parades.  


