Unit Title:  
Orientation






Grade Level: 9-10
Topic:

GPA Worksheet





Lesson Sequence:  1 of 1
Lesson Objectives:  Students will become familiar with examples of Student Transcripts, as well as understand 

the importance of and be able to calculate their GPA.
EALR’s Addressed: 
 R 3.1, 3.2, 2.1; C 1.1, 1.2
Special Materials:  
High School Grading Policy Handout

GPA Worksheets:  Freshman or sophomore GPA worksheet





      How to calculate my GPA
Student transcripts, mid-term grades or Family Access reports (whichever is available)



Calculators?
Special Preparations:  Make copies!  Teachers must familiarize themselves with how to read transcripts and how to calculate GPAs.
	Time
	Activity
	Procedures
	Supplies

	
	Grading Policy review and  GPA discussion

	· Pass out High School Grading Policy and review
· Explain what a GPA is and why it is important (They have a clean slate as freshmen, but after that, EVERYTHING counts in their GPA .Emphasize that their GPA affects their future choices: college requirements and acceptance, NHS, scholarships, $$$$$, etc.  You could use an analogy of choice with music, movies, etc.  Do they want to have choices or let someone else decide what they listen to or view?)

	Grading Policy handout


	
	GPA calculation and  practice
	· Using the GPA worksheet for either freshmen or sophomores, do the calculations for one semester as a class. 
· Change one or two of the grades to an “F” and recalculate, then discuss the impact.

· Using the remaining semester/s on the worksheet, review again as a class or have students calculate the GPAs independently.  Or, skip to the worksheet to figure GPA for the year.

· Discuss that the GPA will probably change every semester.  Stress how important it is to begin with a good GPA, how quickly GPA can go down, and how slowly they go up.


	GPA worksheets

	
	Personal GPA calculations
	· Pass out copies of student transcripts (or midterms, Family Access print-outs, etc. depending on what is available).

· Using the “How to Calculate My GPA” worksheet, have students calculate their GPA up to this point in the year.
	Student transcripts

	
	Discussion
	· If there is time and you have transcripts available, review some of the other information on the transcript: class rank, credits, retaking classes, etc. (Samples included)
· Show examples of Great and Poor transcripts and discuss what makes them great or poor, i.e., GPA, # of Honors/AP courses, # of Tech-Prep courses.  What electives are being taken and do they support student goals?  Have Testing Standards, High School and Beyond Plan and Culminating Project been met?  (bottom of transcript), etc.
	Transcript
examples


