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Pediculosis (Head Lice) Prevention and Control
Screening

Any student with observable signs or symptoms of live head lice will be inspected as soon as possible after the student’s name is reported to the school nurse or designated personnel.

Playmates closely associated with the student and possibly siblings of the student that attend the same school may be checked for live lice, which are defined by the Center for Disease Control as crawling lice.

Prevention and Control in the Schools

Steps to be taken shall be as follows:

1. Notify appropriate school personnel of each live head lice case identified.

2. Review preventive measures against reinfestation in the school setting.

a. Hooks/hangers on coat racks should be individually assigned with only one (1) coat per hook/hanger (or kept in plastic bags).

b. Hats and scarves should be kept in coat sleeves or pockets rather than in piles.

c. Resting mats, towels, and pillows for younger children should be permanently assigned and kept separate while in use and during storage.

d. Students should never share towels in locker rooms.

e. Carpeted classrooms should be vacuumed daily during an outbreak of head lice.

f. Health room linens and disposable paper used on pillows should be changed after each use.

g. Classroom activities that require close contact, such as the wearing of costumes or hats, should be suspended.

h. Students should not share combs and brushes.

Parent Notification

1. If live lice are found, the parent or guardian will be notified.

2. The parent or guardian will be instructed verbally or by written notice of treatment options and measures to be taken to avoid subsequent cases.
Exclusion from School

1. In most cases, students should not be excluded from school. However, in all instances when personnel identify live lice, they shall confirm with the student and/or parent/guardian that the following have occurred:

a. The parent/guardian has combed the student’s hair with an actual lice/nit comb or applied appropriate lice killing medication on the same or next day.

b. A second application of medication is applied according to the appropriate time frame, if indicated.

c. Personnel will work with families to help ensure access to appropriate treatment measures.

1. Pupil absences due to being sent home with live lice will be excused for the day they are sent home and for the day following.

2. If a student is noted to have nits only, s/he should be re-screened in one (1) week by the school nurse or designated personnel.
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