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We, the students of Winston Churchill High School, in order to provide proper representation of the entire school body, create a better school community, improve communication, and promote enthusiasm and pride in our school, establish this constitution that will guide and regulate the actions of the student council of Winston Churchill High School. 
 
Article I
Student Council
Section 1- The governing body of Winston Churchill High School shall be called the student council, and shall be comprised of 28 voting officers, elected by the student body, 5 voting executive officers selected by the membership, up to 15 voting appointed positions, and a number of nonvoting representatives.
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Eligibility
Section 1- In order to run for an office in student council, nominees must have a cumulative grade point average of 2.5 or higher.  This does not include freshman elections during the fall semester.  Once elected to student council, each officer is responsible for maintaining his or her grade point at 2.5 or higher for each card marking. If an officer fails to meet this requirement, he or she shall be placed on probation for one card marking period.  If at the end of his or her probation the member receives less than a 2.5 grade point average, he or she will be removed from office.

Section 2- Additionally, students’ grades will be checked at each progress report. Students may not have more than one E at a given time. If this occurs, the student will be placed on academic probation and his or her grades will be checked at the end of each calendar week. Upon improvement of grades so that the above requirements are met, the student will be removed from probation. Probation will last until the end of the card marking period, where if the student has failed to reach the minimum grade point average requirement of 2.5 he or she will be removed from office.


Article III
Executive Offices
Section 1- The executive offices of the student council shall be president, vice president, secretary, treasurer, and communications director.  These offices shall be voted upon by the current voting members of the council. These officers shall represent the entire school.
 
Section 2- In order to be eligible for the offices of student council president or vice president, the candidate must have at least one year of elected student council experience.  Candidates for the office of student council president must also be seniors. 

Section 3- Candidates with previous attendance issues on student council may be denied the opportunity to run for an executive board role. 
 
Section 4- The responsibilities of the executive officers shall be:
 
The all-school president will be responsible for each school event and will preside over and organize every all-school meeting.  The president will also represent the student body whenever called upon.  This position shall have voting power.
 
The all-school vice president will fill-in for the president whenever necessary, assist the president in ruling student government meetings, and assist the communications director with school publicity. Plans and organizes overnight lock-in.  This position shall have voting power.
 
The all-school secretary will be responsible for taking attendance and minutes at student government meetings.  He or she shall also keep a record of overall student government attendance.  This position should have voting power.
 
The all-school treasurer will be responsible for keeping finance records, keeping a record of school fundraisers, and planning council bonding events. This position should have voting power.
 
The communications director will be responsible for all school and council related publicity. He or she shall oversee all official online and social media communications. This position should have voting power.
 
Section 4- Terms of office for each executive officer shall be one year.
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Class Council
 
Section 1- Each class at Winston Churchill High School shall be represented by an elected class council.  The class officers elected shall have voting power and will make up the legislature of the student council. 
 
Section 2- Each class council shall consist of seven officers elected in a general election.  Among the officers there will be the positions of president, vice president, secretary, treasurer and three senators. The senior class president must have had at least one year elected or appointed student council experience. If none of the seven senior officers have had previous experience, the senior class sponsor will appoint the position of senior class president from the elected officers who express interest.
 

Section 3- The responsibilities of all class officers shall be:
 
The class president will ultimately be responsible for all class events and duties; will run meetings and maintain a seat on all subcommittees.
 
The class vice president will assist the president in his or her duties and fill in for the president whenever necessary.
 
The class secretary will be responsible for the recording and correspondence for his or her class, the attendance records, and the creation of the class report. 
 
The class treasurer will be responsible for all monetary transactions involving class funds and shall also submit a financial report to the class council upon the president’s request.
 
The class senators be designated a position according to the individual needs of the class.
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Elections
Section 1- The elections for the student council officers of Winston Churchill High School shall run as follows: The dates and policies for these elections will be left to the discretion of the current executive board and the student council advisor. 


Section 2- Elections for all-school positions will take place in the spring. Once the executive board is determined, elections for sophomore, junior, and senior class officer positions will follow. Elections for freshman class officer positions will take place in the fall. In the event of a tie for any election, a one-day tie breaker will take place. The timing of the tie breaker will be at the discretion of the student council advisor
 
Section 3- Election packets should include:
  	*the rules and requirements of elections and campaigning
  *a calendar of important dates
  *the officer’s pledge
  	*a petition
         *a page for candidates to write a statement which will be posted with his or her picture
 
Section 4 – Election packets will be available to the student body before any election. Each candidate must turn in his or her completed petition, paragraph of intent, and signed pledge to the activities office by the set date and time. 
 
Section 5 – Candidates will have a minimum of two days to campaign prior to any election. Campaign materials may consist of no more than ten posters, fifty 8.5 x 11” flyers, and unlimited buttons. All campaign materials must be approved by the student council advisor. No campaign materials may be associated with food or other bribes. Campaigning may not occur during any lunch on election days. 
 
Section 6 – During an executive board election, a student from the current voting membership may vote for up to 5 candidates for the Executive Board. During class elections, a student from the freshman, sophomore, or junior class student body may vote for up to seven people but may only vote in his or her respective class’s election. Elections will be held for two days during all three lunches and online. The results of elections will be announced after the ballots are counted.
 
Section 7 – Following the general election for class officers, an additional election may be held to elect a president from those officers interested in running at a class council meeting. The remaining six officers will choose their positions in a class council meeting. The specific rules concerning these policies shall be left to the discretion of the student council advisor.

Article VI
Committees

Section 1- Standing committees consist of several appointed positions, which are selected by the student activities director after an application and interview process.

Section 2- The current standing committees are as follows: Publicity, KLAA, Staff Appreciation, Random Acts of Kindness, PTSA, Spirit Club, Community Service.

Section 3- Standing committees carry out various tasks throughout the year based on the individual committee’s goals. 

Section 4- Special/ad hoc committees are created by the all-school executive board for specific events.  Members of these committees, called chairs, are also selected by the executive board after an application process.

Section 5- Special/ad hoc committees carry out various tasks throughout the process of planning the event for which they were created.
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Representatives

Section 1- Representatives are petitioned members from each class and are part of the student council. These members do not participate in an election process and have no voting power. 
 
Section 2- Each nominated person shall submit a petition with 25 signatures. They must sign a contract of expectations and hopes to be followed to the best of their abilities.
 
Section 3- The responsibilities of representatives are to attend class meetings and may attend all-school student council meetings at the discretion of their teachers, the student council advisor, and the current class president of his or her grade after at least ONE COMPLETED YEAR as a representative.

Section 4- Representatives are not limited to a specific number.
 
Section 5- The term of office for representatives shall follow that of an officer. 

Article VIII
Regulation of Council Membership
 
Section 1- Regular attendance at student council meetings and all-school events is an expected part of an officer’s responsibilities. If an officer appears to have attendance issues, the student council advisor shall address those issues as he or she sees fit. In extreme cases, this may result in said officer being removed from office. Failure to attend meetings and events regularly can result in the Activities Director denying candidates the ability to run in future elections. The Student Activities Director, with valid reasoning, may approve or deny any candidates. 

Article IX
Replacing an Officer
 
Section 1- All-School Officers shall be replaced upon the discretion of the student council advisor.  Officers shall abide by the student code of conduct and meet grade point standard. Infractions such as suspension can result in suspension or removal from student council.
 
The replacement process should be such that the vice president shall replace the president and the new president shall appoint a new vice president chosen from the remaining student council officers.  The officer that has been appointed shall assume the duties and responsibilities of their predecessor.  The replacement of any other all-school officer will be appointed by the all-school president and student council advisor.  Any newly appointed all-school officers must be approved by a majority vote of all student council officers.
 
Section 2- Class Officers shall be replaced upon the discretion of the class advisor or student council advisor.  Class officers shall adhere to the same criteria as the all-school officers as described in Article VIII, section 1. The replacement process should be such that the class representatives may declare candidacy for the open position. All remaining class officers and representatives will conduct a secret ballot vote to elect a replacing officer. The new officer shall take on all responsibilities of the officer that they are replacing.
 
Section 3- Newly appointed members shall follow the attendance policy of a class officer.
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Rules of Order for Conducting Meetings

Section 1- The minimum number of student council members present for a quorum to be held is thirty.

Section 2- The student council meetings are run by the all-school president, following Robert’s Rules of Order.  The order goes as follows: call to order, approval of minutes, treasurer’s report, class committee reports, appointed position reports, old business, new business, adjourn.
Article XI
Amendments and Ratification
 
Section 1- An amendment may be proposed by an executive officer, class council member, or a representative with at least one-fourth of the student council membership’s signatures.
 
Section 2- An amendment may be proposed by a member of the student body with a petition consisting of one-tenth of the student body’s signatures and a written approval by one member of the faculty, or at least one-fourth of the student council officers’ signatures.
 
Section 3- Amendments to the constitution and by-laws will be approved with a three-fourths vote by the student council in order to be ratified.
 
Section 4- All amendments will be effective immediately upon approval by the student council, unless otherwise stipulated.
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