Mr. Vagnone 

Room 225
Earth and Space Sciences Syllabus 
avagnone@tenafly.k12.nj.us
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Dear Student, 

Welcome to 8th grade science!  Your 3rd year at TMS will be filled with new challenges and exciting learning experiences as you prepare for High School. To be successful, you must know what is expected of you.  Therefore, I ask that you review the following information about science class. 
· Classroom Rules: 

1. Please cooperate with your teacher and classmates.

2. Please respect the rights and property of others.

3. Please begin working when the bell rings.
4. Please raise your hand to speak.

5. Please listen when others are speaking.

6. Please, be kind - No bullying, teasing or name-calling.
· Choosing to Break a Rule:  If you choose to break a rule, the following may happen:

1. First Time – Reminder

2. Second Time – Warning/Name on Board

3. Third Time – Detention with Mr. V/email home

4. Fourth Time – Office detention/email home

5. Severe – Immediately sent to the office

· What to Bring:  You are expected to bring all assignments and science supplies to class every day.  If you forget something in your locker, you may not be allowed to get it.  Science supplies include:
· student planner
· science binder with lined paper
· your Chromebook
· pencils & pens
· Homework:  Homework must be fully completed to the best of your ability and presented in class during the period that it is due. 
· Absences:  You are responsible for getting and doing the missed work when you are absent.  This might include emailing Mr. V from home or seeing him on the day you return.  We will agree upon a due date for the missed work.  Failure to contact Mr. V to receive missed assignments or failure to complete missed work on time may result in reduced credit for those assignments.  
· Grading:  Your grades can be viewed by your parents on the Genesis Parent Portal at any time. Your grade will be calculated based on the following percentages:

Tests:     



40%


Quizzes:    
     
    

25%


Labs and Class Activities:

25%


Homework and Participation:
10%
· Extra Help:  Extra help is available nearly every day after and before school.  You are encouraged to see Mr. V at any time for extra help.  Good times to see Mr. V include when you don’t understand a specific topic, when you had a question in class but didn’t ask it, or a few days before a test.  Appointments are appreciated, but not necessary.
· Partial Credit:  You must try your best all year with the regular assignments given. However, you will be allowed to make minor test corrections if you happen to fail an exam. You will also get partial credit for making up missed/incomplete work. 
If you understand what is expected of you during science this year, please sign below. Have your parent sign this as well to confirm that you have read and reviewed what is expected of you in my class.  Thank you in advance for your cooperation.  I look forward to working together!
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X________________________                                                                                                                             

                   Student Signature
X________________________
                     Parent Signature




Class Overview

I am SO happy to be teaching some of you again and I am excited to teach most of you for the first time. In this class we will delve into the realms of astronomy, geology, meteorology. We will be exploring the universe while also working to understand how the earth continually evolves in space century after century. 

You will learn about how earth is a dynamic planet with many different processes that shape how it works. We will explore questions such as: How do earthquakes happen? When did life first begin? How old is the solar system? What is the Earth made of? These questions require copious evidence to be answered properly. 
1. The first core topic will cover Earth’s Geological Systems. This topic encompasses the processes that drive Earth’s conditions and its continual evolution (i.e., change over time). It addresses the planet’s large-scale structure and composition, describes its individual systems, and explains how they are interrelated. It also focuses on the mechanisms driving Earth’s internal motions (plate tectonics) and the geological events resulting from a moving crust (earthquakes, volcanoes, etc.).  We finish this topic covering Earth’s planetary history (geologic time and the fossil record).
2. The second core topic will cover Earth’s Atmosphere and Human Activity. This topic covers meteorology and addresses society’s interactions with the planet. This idea explains how Earth’s processes affect people through natural resources and natural hazards, and it describes some of the ways in which humanity in turn affects Earth’s processes. We will cover weather and climatic change, especially rapid change caused by humans.

3. The third core topic will cover Earth’s Place in the Universe. This topic describes the universe as a whole and addresses its grand scale in both space and time. This topic includes the overall structure, composition, and history of the universe, and the forces and processes by which the solar system operates. 

