Study Guide – Chapter 3
Pelvic Girdle – ring of bone that protects the female reproductive organs located inside the body
Estrogen – a hormone responsible for the development of female traits
Progesterone - a hormone responsible for preparing the uterus for possible pregnancy

Fallopian Tubes – the female sex organs through which eggs pass to reach the uterus
Uterus – the female sex organ in which a baby develops
Cervix – the lower end of the uterus
Vagina – the female sex organ through which a baby passes during birth
Hymen – a ring of tissue inside the opening of the vagina
Vulva  – female genital consisting of two inner and two outer folds of skin covering the outer opening of the vagina
Urethra – the opening through which urine leaves the female body
Anus  – opening through which bowel movements leave the body
Follicle – case of tissue enclosing an egg
Ovulation - the egg’s leaving of the ovary
Cilia – tiny hairlike structures covering the surface of the fallopian tube

Fertilization – the joining of the sperm with an egg

Menstrual Period – time during which a female is menstruating

Menstrual Cycle – the time span between the beginning of one menstrual period and the beginning of the next

Menarche – female’s first menstrual period
Premenstrual Tension – a term used to describe changes taking place in females in the days before the menstrual period begins.

Menopause – the permanent end of menstruation

Clitoris- female genital at the top of the vulva filled with blood vessel’s and nerve endings.
