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Guidance involves developmentally appropriate, culturally responsive education to reduce the occurrence of classroom problems.   Guidance enables a positive learning environment for each child here in kindergarten.  Guidance teaches children the life skills they need as citizens of a democracy (Wittmen & Honig, 1994):  respecting others and one’s self, working together in groups, solving problems using words, expressing strong emotions in acceptable ways, and making decisions ethically and intelligently. (Dan Gartrell, 2004)  
Establishing a positive environment is essential to each child’s success, confidence and well being.  Every child should feel that the classroom environment is safe and secure; free from all threats of physical and emotional harm.  It is important that each child has the opportunity to develop self-discipline and good work habits, to resolve conflicts peacefully, and to think independently.  Our Morning Meeting which includes a greeting and activity each morning establishes the climate of a learning community with the common purpose of learning, growing, and making friends. 
We spend time together discussing and developing rules and routines, taking the time to learn what they mean and how they affect each of us in our classroom.  The children will learn the purpose of our classroom rules as they develop an awareness of the impact their behavior has on our classroom community.  
[image: image3.wmf]As we develop the boundaries of our Learning Community, we also discuss logical consequences for mistaken behaviors.  The focus is instructive and solution oriented, assisting the child to understand what’s not working and how we can ‘fix it’.  We are a work in progress.  You were your child’s first teachers and we look forward to working alongside you as your child develops his/her autonomy.
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