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SEMS Choir Program

The Choir Program at South Effingham Middle School is comprised of over 100 students in Grades 6-8. Choir classes meet daily as one of students’ connections classes, and give performances throughout the school year in both the school and the community.  Because of the nature of the subject, chorus is a yearlong course in which students must be completely committed.

Sixth Grade Beginning Choir
Beginning Choir is designed to introduce students to the fundamentals of music as well as how to sing not only within their vocal range, but also with other vocal parts. 

Seventh Grade Intermediate Choir
Throughout the seventh grade year, students work to develop a full balanced choral ensemble, improve their abilities within their vocal parts, and continue to expand their knowledge of musical concepts. 

Eighth Grade Advanced Choir
Throughout the eighth grade year, students continue to develop their vocal abilities and begin to concentrate on more advanced musical ideas.

The Choral Classroom
Class time for each choir consists of rehearsal of performance music, as well as vocal techniques to improve singing abilities.  Assessments are based on vocal performances of each student.  Music Theory is also a very vital part of learning within the choral classroom, as each student learns how to read music individually.  This is accomplished through written tests based on notes given in class. 

All grade-level choirs will attend Large Group Performance Evaluation in March as well as perform a Fall, Winter, and Spring Concert.  


Class Procedures


Expectations
All students will:
· Show respect to self and others 
· Be prepared at all times 
· Refrain from disrupting the learning environment 
· Follow classroom procedures at all times


Daily procedures
1) Enter the choir room quickly and quietly.  Collect all materials needed for class: folders, notebooks, sight singing books, pencils.  Place materials under your seat.  Be in your chair ready to begin rehearsal 3 minutes after the tardy time.  Book bags are not allowed in the Ensemble seating area. 
2) Rehearsal will begin when the director stands on the podium.  The ensemble will wait quietly for instructions.  All questions related to rehearsal will be welcomed and answered when a student raises his/her hand. 
3) When rehearsals are dismissed, all materials will be properly replaced in their storage areas.  Students are responsible for the cleanliness of THEIR choir room.  Students will help each other straighten chairs and pick up all foreign objects from the choir room at the conclusion of class.

Consequences 
1) Warning 
2) Silent lunch and parent contact
3) Wednesday school detention and parent contact

Extreme cases 
· Consistent poor behavior in the SEMS Choirs will result in removal from the SEMS Choirs. 


The following items are ABSOLUTELY not allowed in the choir room:
1. Gum, candy, other foods
2. Electronic devices used without permission


Group Performance Opportunities

During the course of the school year, the SEMS Choirs will have several opportunities to perform for both the school and the community. Students are given the opportunity through these concerts to demonstrate the musical skills and talents they have been working on in choir class and at home. These concerts are often the culmination of months of hard work and practice, and are the showcases for our students. 
Since these concerts are evaluations of classroom material, students are given a performance grade for the concert. A performance is the same as a major exam in an academic subject. Any student who cannot attend a concert for any reason must let the choir director know at least one week prior to the performance so that proper arrangements can be made. The student will need to bring in a note signed by a doctor/ parent stating their excuse. Please note: only excused absences will be allowed and as always, personal illness, death in the family, or other extreme circumstances will be considered excused absences. Parents and students are given knowledge of our concerts well in advance. Unexcused absences will not be allowed. Students who have an absence that has been approved by the director at least one week prior to the performance will be asked to perform his or her part individually for the director in order to make up that concert grade. Any student who does not make up a concert test within one week of the concert will be given a 0% for that grade. It will be the student’s responsibility to make up the performance grade. Only excused absences will be allowed to make up the concert test grades. 

Fall/Winter/Spring Concerts – Each October, December, March, and May the 6th, 7th, & 8th grade choirs perform concerts for the parents and the community. These concerts are held at Countryside Baptist Church, and feature a variety of standard and seasonal choral pieces. 

Large Group Performance Evaluation – In March, the 6th, 7th, 8th grade choirs travel to a local school campus to participate in the Georgia Music Educators Association (GMEA) District One Large Group Performance Evaluation. Their performance of two prepared pieces is critiqued by a panel of judges and awarded a rating of Superior, Excellent, Good, Fair, or Poor. Each group is also judged on their sight-reading ability, which refers to their ability to read a piece of music they have never seen before. 

The above-mentioned concerts may require after school rehearsals. These rehearsals are imperative for our success. There will be no more than two after school rehearsals prior to each concert. All excuses to miss after school rehearsals must be turned in to the director one full calendar week before the rehearsal for approval.




Individual Performance Opportunities

In addition to full choral concerts, there are many opportunities for students to showcase individual performance skills. The preparation for these events takes place outside of choir class, and is an opportunity for students to work alone or in small groups. All of these events are optional, and while all students are encouraged to participate, only those willing to put in extra work at home will be successful.

District Honor Choir
District Honor Choir is comprised of the top Middle School choir students within each of the three choirs.  Students are chosen by audition to represent SEMS at the District Honor Choir concert.

All State Chorus 
The All-State Chorus is comprised of the top Middle School choir students in our area.  Students are selected for the honor choir through an audition process, beginning in November.  The audition consists of performance of the major scale, chromatic scale, one prepared piece, and sight-reading.  The top scoring students from the state are selected to participate in the honor choir, which meets in the spring.

6th Grade State Honor Choir
The 6th Grade State Honor Choir is comprised of the top Middle School choir students in the SEMS 6th Grade Choir.  Students are selected by audition, consisting of performance of the major scale and The Star-Spangled Banner.  The top scoring students are selected to participate in the honor choir, which takes place in Athens, GA in February.

Various Solos and Small Ensembles
Throughout the year, song selections provide opportunities for students to audition for a vocal solo, or part of a small ensemble.  Instrumental solos and/or ensembles may be included as well.

Character Portrayal and Dance Ensembles
Opportunities to dance and portray a character are possible, based on the genre of performance.  Simple narration or speaking parts are made available as well.  Auditions for these are provided as necessary.


Grading Policy

Tests/ Quizzes/ Performances (50% of total grade) 
· Tests/ quizzes will be announced in advance by the director, and will evaluate concepts and skills learned in class. 
· Performance grades will be based on correct participation during performances, including correct uniform, posture, and behavior. 

Classwork/Participation/Written Assignments (50% of total grade) 
· Written test materials will be selected by the teacher and may come from the text or other supplemental materials. 
· Students are expected to participate in all class activities, to focus their attention on the choir director, and to follow individual and group instructions.

Grades may be lowered for the following: 
1. Unexcused absences from rehearsals and/ or performances 
2. Lack of effort or poor performance in class, during tests, or at performances 

Excused Absences (note from doctor/parent required)
· Personal illness (if absent from school)
· Death in family
· Extreme circumstances
Unexcused Absences
· Non-school-related extracurricular activities
· No ride
· Non-emergency activities

Grades will be entered every Wednesday.  If a student is absent on the due date of an assignment or test, his/her grade will be entered as soon as it is completed.

Students must meet all academic and behavioral expectations of SEMS and the SEMS Choir in order to be eligible to attend any off-campus or honor event.


Concert Attire

Concert attire is based upon venue and song selection.  Students are notified of the attire well in advance of each concert date. Students need to have all parts of the uniform for our concerts.  No student will be allowed to perform with the choir without the proper uniform.  The choir polo has been approved as a uniform shirt.  Please see the SEMS Choir Handbook Agreement Form for further information regarding choir shirts.

Standard Concert Attire
· Black long-sleeved top, black pants, black shoes, belt
Boys – maroon/gray necktie
Girls – maroon/gray scarf
· NO LEGGINGS!

Optional Concert Attire
· Choir t-shirt, blue jeans
· Themed clothing



Important Items


· 1 Pocket portfolio with prongs filled with notebook paper
· 1 Sharpened pencil 
· 1 fully-charged Chromebook/laptop
· PBIS Rewards app for students - https://student.pbisrewards.com/login.php
· PBIS Rewards app for parents - https://www.pbisrewards.com/blog/pbis-rewards-parent-app/  
· Tutoring available Mondays, 4:00 PM – 4:30 PM
· 1 Energetic, hard-working attitude 
· Google Classroom Codes:	6th Grade – 7urht3m
7th Grade – ooxmldx
8th Grade – v6dyah3






SEMS Mustang Choirs
Calendar of Events
2022-2023


FALL CONCERT										            OCTOBER 4
COUNTRYSIDE BAPTIST CHURCH
6:30 PM

*All-State Auditions (7th & 8th)                                                                                                     November 19
ECMS
TIME – TBA

WINTER CONCERT                                                                                                                DECEMBER 1
COUNTRYSIDE BAPTIST CHURCH
6:30 PM

*District Honor Choir                                                                                                                                 TBA

*6TH Grade Statewide Honor Choir							                   February  10-11
Athens, GA

*All-State Honor Choir (7th & 8th)                                                                                             February 16-18
Athens, GA


LARGE GROUP PERFORMANCE EVALUATION                                                                           MARCH

SPRING CONCERT                                                                                                                           MAY 16
COUNTRYSIDE BAPTIST CHURCH
6:30 PM



*Denotes optional, individual performance opportunities based on auditions
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Tressa Woodard                                                                                                       1200 Noel C. Conaway Road
Director of Choirs                                                                                                                     Guyton, GA 31312
twoodard@effingham.k12.ga.us                                                                                        912.728.7500 Ext. 1541

 Handbook Agreement Form
2022-2023

[bookmark: _GoBack]Please sign and return this form after reading the SEMS Choirs Handbook.

We, as student and parent, have received a hand book, understand the policies set forth in the South Effingham Middle School Choirs handbook, and as members of the choir agree to abide in every way.

____________________________                                                         ____________________________ 
(Parent’s name- please print)                                                                   (Parent’s signature) 

____________________________                                                         ____________________________ 
(Student’s name- please print)                                                                 (Student’s signature) 

____________________________                                                         ____________________________ 
(Grade Level)                                                                                           (Date) 






Select shirt sizes (make checks payable to SEMS):



T-shirt size ($10):          YL         YXL       AS         AM          AL         AXL         AXXL          AXXXL




In an effort to reduce paper use, the SEMS choral program will not send home paper notices to parents other than permission slips. All parents will receive important email updates keeping you informed and up to date on all aspects of the choral program.  Please review your Parent Portal/verification forms to ensure the most recent email address is available within the SEMS information system.  Thank you! 
image1.png




image2.png




