Irony Test Study Guide – Terms To Know    

Name_________________________________

	serendipity
	a happy, fortunate coincidence; good situational irony

	pseudonym     
	fake name; a pen name or nom de plume 

	pneumonia      
	serious disease in which the lungs become inflamed due to bacteria, viruses, chemicals, irritation

	undertaker    
	person who prepares the dead for burial & makes funeral arrangements

	fierce            
	hostile & aggressive in temperament; wild & menacing in appearance

	potion     
	a drink, concoction used to cure, kill, bring on sleep, or cast a magic spell

	love potion 
	an archetypal symbol of the unpredictable & powerful nature of romantic love

	vagrant 
	someone who wanders from place to place without a permanent home or means of support

	anthem        
	a religious or patriotic song

	loitering 
	standing around not doing anything; lingering aimlessly; going slowly 

	situational irony
	surprise ironic twist; when the opposite of what’s expected, happens;
when the outcome is so ill-timed that it appears to have been done deliberately to ruin your plans; highly improbable   

	dramatic irony
	when the audience knows something the characters don’t know

	verbal irony
	when a character says one thing but means the opposite (usu. sarcastic)

	foreshadowing
	hints or clues about what’s going to happen

	flashback
	going back in time to earlier events; an interruption in chronology

	simile
	comparison between 2 unlike things, using the words like or as

	significant/symbolic names
	names that suggest something about a character’s appearance, personality, actions, and/or destiny

	ironic names
	names that suggest the opposite of a character’s appearance, personality, actions, or destiny

	symbolism
	when something represents itself + some other idea(s)

	archetype
	a symbol, image, or idea that’s used again & again in literature

	hyperbole
	an extreme exaggeration used for emphasis

	personification
	when an object, idea, or animal is given  human qualities 

	conflict
	a struggle between opposing forces; a problem that needs to be solved

	setting
	the time and place

	resolution
	the outcome of the conflict; the conclusion or end


