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Study Guide for Writing Assessment

1.	Be prepared to write 2-3 short essays about the following ironic texts:
· O. Henry’s play One Thousand Dollars
· O. Henry’s play The Last Leaf
· O. Henry’s short story “The Love Potion”

[image: Image result for last leaf]	Be prepared to write about the following for each text:
· examples and types of irony
· literary devices; such as foreshadowing, personification, archetype, similes, significant/symbolic names, ironic names, etc.
· elements of fiction; including characters, setting, theme, and plot
(what happens when, exposition, conflict, resolution)

2.	For the three types of irony (situational, dramatic, verbal):
· [image: See the source image]Be able to identify examples of irony from each text.
· Be able to write the definition for each type of irony as it applies to the ironic examples in each text.
· Be able to explain what makes each example ironic. 

3.	In order to prepare for this assessment, you should...
	1)	Reread/skim each text.
	2)	Review/study the reading guides plus all questions & answers. 
3)	Bring your O. Henry packets, story reading guides/notes, brainstorming, and practice paragraphs with you to class on the day of the assessment.
4.   Sample Paragraph Prompt 1:
In complete sentences, provide one example of situational irony 
[image: Image result for one thousand dollars]from O. Henry’s play One Thousand Dollars. 

· Be sure to fully explain what makes the example this type of irony. 
· Explain what was expected and what happened instead.
· Use the definition of situational irony in your proof!

Plan of Attack:   
1.	Give the author’s name, the genre and title of the literary work in your answer.
2.	Provide the definition of situational irony that fits your example/explanation.
3.	Explain what happened in the play and how it fits the definition.
4.	Be sure to write complete sentences and use your best conventions .


	Sample Answer:
	In the beginning of O. Henry’s play One Thousand Dollars, the protagonist, Bobby Gillian, appears to be an especially selfish and inconsiderate person, so it is expected that he will spend his $1000 inheritance carelessly and unwisely. However, the readers are totally astonished when Gillian does the exact opposite by bequeathing the money to the woman he secretly loves, Miriam Hayden. Bobby Gillian’s unexpected generosity is an example of situational irony because situational irony is when the outcome is the opposite of what was expected. Gillian’s sudden charitable gift to Miriam is a complete surprise, and this unexpected twist keeps the readers guessing what will happen next in the play.



[image: Image result for ironic pics]It’s your turn to respond to the practice prompt.

In complete sentences, provide one example of situational irony 
from O. Henry’s play One Thousand Dollars. 
· Be sure to fully explain what makes the example this type of irony. 
· Explain what was expected and what happened instead.
· Use the definition of situational irony in your proof!

1.	Give the author’s name, the genre and title of the literary work in your answer.
2.	Provide the definition of situational irony that fits your example/explanation.
3.	Explain what happened in the play and how it fits the definition.
4.	Be sure to write complete sentences and use your best conventions .

T.S.	-	Topic Sentence	(1. Below)
Proof	-	Definition of Terms + Textual Evidence (2 & 3 Below)
C.S.	-	Closing/Concluding Sentence (Add when you write the draft of your paragraph.)

	Brainstorming:

1.	author: __________________________       genre: _______________ 	
	title: ____________________________________  (capitalized & underlined)

2.	Definition of situational irony (be sure it fits your example/proof from the text!):      
       ____________________________________________________________
	____________________________________________________________
	____________________________________________________________
       ____________________________________________________________

3.	Textual Evidence: Twist you will discuss in your answer (choose one of the four):
	____________________________________________________________
	____________________________________________________________
	____________________________________________________________
       ____________________________________________________________
       ____________________________________________________________

4.	Handwrite or type your practice paragraph on a separate sheet of paper.


5.   Sample Paragraph Prompt 2:

In 5-8 sentences, discuss which ironic text you like the best and why. 
· Be sure to include three distinct points or reasons in your response.
· Your three points should be reasons why you like that ironic text the best. Focus on character, plot, irony, theme, or the author’s use of literary devices (e.g., archetype, foreshadowing, personification, symbolism, etc.).	
· Be sure to fully develop each reason/point. 
· Present your three points in the most logical/effective/meaningful order.
· Use transitions to lead your reader from one point/reason to the next.
· You may use “I” in this paragraph; this response is less formal than the first prompt.

T.S.	-	Topic Sentence	(1. Below)
Proof	-	3 Points/Reasons + Explanation (2 Below)
C.S.	-	Closing/Concluding Sentence (Add when you write the paragraph.)

Brainstorming:

1.	author: __________________________       genre: _______________ 	
	title: ____________________________________  (capitalized & underlined)

2.	Three Points/Reasons:  

Reason 1:	_________________________________________________________

Why:		_________________________________________________________

Reason 2:	_________________________________________________________

Why:		_________________________________________________________

Reason 3:	_________________________________________________________

Why:		_________________________________________________________

Sample:

O. Henry’s play The Last Leaf:  (author, genre, title)
[image: Image result for last leaf]
[bookmark: _GoBack]1)	symbolic setting:  autumn 
· mirrors what’s happening 	with Johnsy

2)	surprise ending/sacrificial love  
· Behrman’s masterpiece

3)	central theme of HOPE 
· expecting good things
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