
[image: Cartoon drawing of children]
Local Early Care and Education Programs:
A Resource for Families in Transition
Early care and education (ECE) programs in California help provide care, education and food for young children. Learn more below about what ECE programs may be available in your area and how to access them.
What ECE Programs Are Available?
There are many kinds of ECE Programs.
· Locations: Programs can be offered in different places, like schools, preschools, child care centers, and family child care homes.
· Ages: Programs in California serve children birth to age 12. Some programs serve youth over age 12 if they have special needs.
· Special needs: Some programs help children who have unique or special needs.
· Cost: Many programs in California are available to families at low or no cost.
How Can My Family Get Connected to ECE Programs?
Learn more about ECE programs in your area and how to enroll your child:
· Child Care Resource & Referral agencies (CCR&Rs) help families find child care according to their needs based on things like language spoken by the family and program hours of operation, location, and price range. Many families may be eligible for low- or no-cost child care. The name of the CCR&R for <<insert name of city or county>> is <<insert name of local CCR&R>>. You can contact them at <<insert contact information (phone, email, web address, etc.)>>. You also can call 1-800-543-7793 to start your search.	Comment by Pearl Strategies: TEMPLATE TIP: Look for <<information inside angle brackets>> to add information that is specific to your area. If you add a lot of information, you may want to adjust the top and bottom document margins, font size, and/or the spacing between bullets to keep the information to one page front and page for easy dissemination.	Comment by Pearl Strategies: TEMPLATE TIP: Find your local CCR&R and its contact information at https://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/cd/re/rragencylist.asp or https://www.childcareaware.org/resources/ccrr-search/
· Head Start and Early Head Start programs are free and help children learn so they are ready to start school. These programs serve families with children birth through five years old. Visit https://bit.ly/hs-ehs and enter your zip code or visit https://bit.ly/hs-contacts and look for your county to find a program near you. You also can contact your CCR&R above for help finding a local Head Start or Early Head Start program.
· Early Start programs help infants and toddlers with disabilities and their families. Visit https://bit.ly/early-family to find the Early Start center near you or contact the Early Start Baby Line at 800-515-2229 or earlystart@dds.ca.gov.
· Other helpful local ECE contacts include <<add information here, as appropriate>>.
Where Can I Learn More?
· Learn about the different kinds of ECE program settings (child care center, school, home, etc.) and getting help with child care costs at https://bit.ly/program-types.
· Learn about what to look for when choosing child care and other helpful topics at https://bit.ly/care-vids.
· Learn about the free Text4Baby service that sends helpful texts about your baby’s development at https://www.text4baby.org/. 
· Learn about how to support your child’s growth and learning in their first five years at https://www.first5california.com/.
Every school district in California also has a local liaison who helps families who are in unstable housing. You can contact the local liaison for the <<name of LEA>> to ask for help with the needs of your infants, toddlers, and school-age children.
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	<<Add local liaison contact information here
Local liaison name
Local educational agency (LEA) name
Local liaison phone number
Local liaison email address
Homeless education program webpage address>>
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