BHS/BJHS Auxiliary Line Constitution

Congratulations on making the BHS/BJHS Auxiliary Line.  As a member of this line you will be expected to fulfill certain obligations and responsibilities.  An auxiliary line member’s job is to improve student morale and boost team spirit.  This role makes you a strong influence in guiding student conduct at games, pep rallies and other performances.

Academic Responsibilities

1. Each line member is required to maintain good grades.  Grades will be monitored by the director.  Should there be a failing overall grade in any subject at any time, parents will be notified by the director, and the line member will be benched from practices and games until that grade is brought above passing.

2. Each line member must be in school the day of performance to be able to perform with the line.
Appearance

1. Uniforms must be kept neat, clean and pressed.  Losses of any part of the uniform must be replaced by the line member.  Only the uniform chosen by the director will be worn.
2. Hair must be tied back so that it is off the face and shoulders.  All long bangs must be sprayed or pinned back.
3. Makeup must be natural.  Fingernails must always be kept to a short length with no white showing when palms are facing up.  No fingernail polish! 
4. Gum chewing is not permitted while at practice or during a game.

5. NO jewelry is permitted to be worn during practices, games or performances.  This includes earrings, bracelets, rings, necklaces, watches, and tongue, eyebrow or navel piercings.  If worn to a game or practice, the line member will be instructed to remove such articles.  The ONLY exceptions would be medical medallion or religious charm which must be worn taped to the skin with no chain.  
Attendance

1. All line member activities are mandatory.  Line members are expected to be on time always.  In case of emergency or illness, the parent must contact the coach by phone on the day of the emergency BEFORE the scheduled practice, performance, meeting or game.  If not notified prior to the scheduled event, then the absence will remain unexcused.  
2. In the event of a suspension or injury, the line member will still be required to attend all games, practices and functions in full uniform.  A suspended or injured line member is expected to sit with the director in the stands, not with friends.

3. If a line member has an unexcused absence at a practice, then he/she will be required to attend all games and is expected to sit with the director in the stands.

4. ABSENCES 

a. EXCUSED ABSENCES = illness, death in the family.

b. UNEXCUSED ABSENCES:

2 unexcused absences = meeting with coaches and parents and possible dismissal.
3 unexcused absences = automatic dismissal from the team.

5. TARDINESS

a. Less than 15 minutes late to practice, game, event = Sit out pregame of the next game.

b. 15 to 30 minutes late = Sit out pregame and fourth quarter of the next game.

c. 30 to 60 minutes late = Sit out full game.

d. More than 60 minutes= unexcused absence, sit out next 2 games

6. PARENTS (not line members) must call or email in all illness, lateness and absences.  Illnesses must be called in at least 1 hour prior to practice/arrival time.

7. MAY NOT be absent from practice and game immediately preceding a competition.

Injuries/ Preexisting Conditions

1. The director must be made aware of all injuries occurring outside practice as soon as possible.

2. Please be sure that the director is aware of any existing medical conditions/ allergies that may affect your child’s participation in the auxiliary line.

3. If an easily treatable injury occurs at practice (i.e. bruises, cuts, contusions), our athletic training staff will treat your child.  You will be made aware of this injury as soon as possible.

4. If a serious injury occurs at a game or at practice, parents will be contacted via phone immediately.  At this time, we may have already contacted Emergency Medical Services.  We will communicate all information regarding the injury to the parent, and the parent may come meet us at the injury location or meet us at the nearest medical facility if necessary.

Camp

All line members MUST attend summer camp.  If a line member doesn’t attend camp, it is his/ her responsibility to learn everything taught at camp, and he/she will be suspended from the first two games.
Conduct

1. Whether at home or away games, a BHS/BJHS line member must display proper conduct before, during and after all games.  Each line member is expected to maintain good moral behavior, and show cordial courtesy to visiting teams, spectators and each other.  The line must be respectful of visiting line members and of the game officials.  BHS/BJHS line members are important representatives of our school and are very visible to everyone!

2. Possessing/ Using: alcohol, tobacco or other drugs- THIS WILL RESULT IN AUTOMATIC DISMISSAL FROM THE LINE. Obscene language or gestures will not be tolerated, and public displays of affection are not allowed in school or at school activities.  

3. Disrespect to any member of the auxiliary line staff will result in immediate dismissal from the line, practice, season or game at the discretion of the director.  Inappropriate behavior and defiance will NOT be tolerated.

Constructive Criticism
Line members must be able to accept constructive criticism.  It is given to help improve the individual athlete and the team as a whole.  Negative attitudes toward suggestions from director and teammates are not appropriate.  

Games

a. Home Games- The auxiliary line must arrive at the time designated by the director with uniform, make-up and hair done. The captain will be in charge of checking all uniforms and line members to make sure they are dressed appropriately.
(Away games and Post season games do not apply to BJHS)

2. Away Games- Line members must be at school in full uniform at least 1 hour prior to band warm ups.  

a. If the line member misses the bus, he/she must have a parent drive him/her to the game, and he/she will sit out for that game.  

b. Under no circumstances is any line member to drive themselves to any away game.  

c. No line member is permitted to leave school grounds at an away game.  

3. Post-Season Games- Teams must be aware that they are expected to perform during any regional, sectional or state event as well as school pep rallies, assemblies or parades.

Transportation for Away Games

1. ALL LINE MEMBERS must ride the bus provided by the school district to the games and competitions.  Friends or visitors will not be permitted on the bus. With written notice, you may ride home with a parent or guardian.
2. Parents must meet the bus upon its arrival at the high school.  The director should not be delayed   in going home because of having to wait on parents.  If a parent is extraneously and/or repetitively late, the line member will be issued a consequence.

Physicals

All BHS/BJHS line members are required to have a current physical (less than one year old) by the start of their performing season, and the medical emergency release forms are to be given directly to the director by the start of the season.  A line member will be benched until the director has the copied physical.
Practices

1. A calendar will be given to each line member, which will list the practices and game times.  The director may call extra practices at any time.  Line members are expected to attend all practices.

2. Line members must bring their calendar, notebook/binder and a pen to EVERY practice.

3. Each line member is to be on time. Line members must wear proper attire to practice.  Hair must be tied back, no gum and ALL jewelry removed.

4. Attention must be given to the director and officers at all times during practice.

Safety Rules

1. A director must be present to supervise during all activities.  Director must approve all new choreography.  

2. BHS/BJHS Line Members will be required to participate in warm up, conditioning and weight training activities to maintain strength and flexibility and prevent injury.

Director’s Discretion

All BHS/BJHS Line Member rules will be interpreted and carried out by BHS/BJHS Line Member Director, under the guidance of the BHS/BJHS band director.  Interpretation of these rules is at the strict discretion of BHS/BJHS auxiliary and band staff.

BHS/BJHS Line Member Guide for Parents

2016-2017
Welcome to our program!  We are excited to have your family as a part of a strong band program here at Brownsboro Independent School District.  The purpose of this guide is to facilitate your child’s participation in our program.  

Expectations of a BHS/BJHS auxiliary line Parent

1. Be supportive and reinforce the lessons taught by the director.

2. Read, understand, discuss and, most of all, monitor the student handbook and line constitution.

3. Attend all parent information meetings.

4. Be positive! Line members need encouragement in good times and in bad.
Parent- Director Communication

Communication between parents and director is a necessary part of a strong program.  We make a pledge to communicate all information to your family as soon as possible.  This communication may reach you in the following manners.
1.  email to parents and line member
2.  newsletter, sent home with line member
3.  phone calls/ phone trees

4.  verbal communication with line members at practice

5.  informational meetings

We ask the girls/guys to be sure to communicate information from practice to you.  Please check in with your daughter/son after each practice to ensure all important information is communicated.

As director, my responsibility is communicating the following to you.
1. Our philosophy, which was shared at our pre- audition meeting.

We will strive in 2016-2017 to create a program of line members who have a strong sense of teamwork, responsibility and community. 
2. Location and times of all practices and games, which is routinely shared via email and newsletter/calendar or on the school web site.

3. Line requirements, i.e. fees, special equipment, off-season conditioning, etc., which was shared at our pre-audition meeting. 

4. Procedures taken if your child is injured during practice or contest, which was shared in our post-tryout meeting and in the auxiliary line constitution.

5. Discipline that may result in the denial of your child’s participation, which was shared at our pre-tryout meeting and in the auxiliary line constitution.
As parents, your responsibility is communicating the following to our coaching staff.
1. Concerns expressed directly to the director.

2. Notification of any schedule conflicts well in advance.

3. Specific concern in regard to a director’s philosophy and/or expectations.

4. Any violations made by your child of the BHS/BJHS Co-curricular Code.

The following are appropriate concerns to discuss with the director:

1. The treatment of your child mentally and physically.

2. Ways to help your child improve.

3. Concerns about your child’s behavior.

The following are issues that are not appropriate to discuss with the director:

1. Performing/participation time

2. Team strategy

3. Performance routine
4. Other line members
**Not all of these issues are directly applicable to being an auxiliary line member, but do relate to our program and our activities.

If you have a concern, the following steps should be taken:
1. Contact your child’s director to arrange a phone conference or meeting.
2. Once the director has been contacted, we will do our best to facilitate a prompt, effective resolution.  The director should be the first contact you make when a concern arises.  
3. If the meeting with the BHS/BJHS auxiliary line director did not provide a satisfactory resolution, please contact the band director’s office to set up a meeting.  This meeting will include the auxiliary line director, the BHS/BJHS band director and your family.

Parent/Guardian Representation of BHS/BJHS
Parents are expected to maintain proper behavior during all games, performances and competitions.  Parents are representatives of our line as much as line members themselves.  Parents will not be invited to accompany BHS/BJHS auxiliary line to games or competitions if they display negative attitudes towards opposing players, opposing parents, referees, judges, opposing coaches or BHS/BJHS coaches.   

