2023 AP Literature and Composition Summer Reading Assignment #1

Google Classroom code: 
otu47xy

Read the following text:

How to Read Literature Like a Professor (2014 Ed. Revised Edition) by Thomas C. Foster – 
(There is a PDF in Google Classroom)

Journal Questions: 

Your answers will let you practice your literary analysis and they will help me get to know you and your literary tastes. Whenever I ask for an example from literature, you may use short stories, novels, plays, or films. Your responses should be specific and have depth.

Introduction – How’d He Do That? 
1. How do memory, symbol, and pattern affect the reading of literature? 
2. How does the recognition of patterns make it easier to read complicated literature? 

Chapter 1 – Every Trip Is a Quest (Except When It’s Not) 
1. List FIVE aspects of the QUEST and then apply them to something you have read (or viewed) in the form used on pages 3-5. 
2. What is Foster’s overall point about journeys or trips in literature? 

Chapter 4 – Now, Where Have I Seen Her Before? 
1. Define “intertextuality”. 
2. Discuss three examples that have helped you in reading specific works. 

Chapter 5 – When in Doubt, It’s from Shakespeare 
1. Discuss a work that you are familiar with that alludes to or reflects Shakespeare. 

Chapter 6  – . . . Or the Bible 
1. Why is the Bible so often alluded to in literature? 
2. What are some of the ways that writers allude to the Bible? 
3. What’s the benefit of knowing/understanding Biblical allusions in literature? 

Interlude – Did He Mean That? 
1. What are the reasons Foster provides that lead him to believe that most writers DO NOT accidentally create the symbols, allusions, and patterns we find when we read critically? 
2. Whether we believe a writer intended to do something or not, what’s the benefit or noticing that it happened anyway? 

Chapter 11 – . . . More Than It’s Gonna Hurt You: Concerning Violence 
1. Present examples of the two kinds of violence found in literature. Show how the effects are different. 

Chapter 12 – Is That a Symbol? 
1. What’s the difference between symbolism and allegory? 


Chapter 13 – It’s All Political 
1. Assume that Foster is right and “it is all political.” Use his criteria to show that a novel you’ve read before (or a movie you’ve seen) is political. 

Chapter 16 – It’s All About Sex . . . 
1. Why does sexual symbolism exist/occur in literature? 

Chapter 17 – . . . Except Sex 
1. When writers write directly about sex, what are they really writing about? 
2. Why don’t writers usually write actual sex scenes? 
3. Choose a novel or movie in which sex is suggested but not described, and discuss how the relationship is suggested and how this implication affects the theme or develops characterization. 

Chapter 19 – Geography Matters . . . 
1. Discuss aspects of a specific literary work that Foster would classify under “geography”. 

Chapter 20 – . . . So Does Season 
1. Find a poem (or a song) that mentions a specific season. 
2. Then discuss how the poet uses the season in a meaningful, traditional, or unusual way. (Submit a copy of the poem or song with your analysis) 

Interlude – One Story 
1. Write your own definition for archetype. 
2. Identify an archetypal story and apply it to a literary work with which you are familiar. 

Chapter 22 – He’s Blind for a Reason, You Know 
1. What can physical blindness mirror? 
2. What is often the irony behind a blind character? 
3. How are darkness and lightness related to sight? 

Chapter 23 – It’s Never Just Heart Disease. . . 
1. What are some of the symbolic possibilities associated with the heart? Why? 

Chapter 26 – Is He Serious? And Other Ironies 
1. What does Foster mean when he says, “Irony trumps everything”? 
2. How can you tell if something is ironic? 
3. What does Foster mean when he says, “Irony doesn’t work for everyone”?

This assignment is due in Google Classroom Friday, Aug. 4. Assignments submitted after the due date may not receive full credit.




How to Read Literature Journal Scoring Criteria

4 (100): This grade will be awarded to students who follow the directions as outlined above with great care. Their writing will reflect organization, structure, and depth of thought and analysis. Students receiving this grade will also turn in work that is free of excessive and distracting errors in its technical merit. 

3 (88): This grade will be awarded to students who follow the directions as given above, but may include students who have difficulty producing writing that reflects the organization, structure, and depth of thought found in the “A” grading range. Responses at this level may have slight, but not distracting problems in the area of technical merit. 

2 (76): This grade will be given to students who fail to complete all required responses or who do not produce focused or coherent responses to the required prompts. Students receiving this grade may also have major and distracting errors in organization, structure, depth of thought, command of language, or technical merit. 
				
1 (60): This grade will be given to students who submit responses that are mostly incomplete, completely unfocused or incoherent in relation to the required prompts, or that display little to no skill in organization, depth of analysis, command of language, or technical merit. 
