AP Language and Composition Summer Assignment 2023
Ms. Leavitt & Ms. Chalmers
Greetings, future AP Lang students! We are so excited to have you in AP Language & Composition this coming fall. It seems the study of language is becoming more and more important these days. This class is about not only what an author says, but how an author says it. It is about the power, beauty, and persuasion of language. With this in mind, we are asking you to prepare for this class by carefully reading one book over the summer:
Bryan Stevenson's Just Mercy: A Story of Justice and Redemption
We strongly recommend you purchase a paper copy of the book (ISBN: 081298496X) and annotate as you read. There will also be some copies available to check out in the library if you would like a school copy. You will be quizzed on the content of this memoir during the first week of school. We will also use Stevenson's book for our first formal discussions of the school year. Finally, in order to give your teacher a sense of your expository writing skills, upon finishing your careful reading of Stevenson's memoir we ask you to complete the assignment outlined below. Each of your responses must include quoted and cited textual evidence. Please follow MLA guidelines and include a "Works Cited" page at the end. Above all, read the questions carefully, and do your best to write cohesive and cogent responses. Please be ready to submit this assignment on Classroom on the first day of the school year (you don’t need to print it). 
Part I – Short Essay Responses: 
Please succinctly and clearly respond to the following four prompts. Each prompt should be addressed in no more than one page, and no less than one robust paragraph. Your responses should be entirely your own thinking. Do not use any online sources – we’ve read them all already and don’t want you to regurgitate what they say; we want to hear what YOU have to say! 
1. What is your reaction to reading Just Mercy? Which chapters stood out to you and why? What questions would you like to ask the author, Bryan Stevenson? 
2.  As you were reading, what were some of the points/arguments that Stevenson made about the criminal justice system that you agreed or disagreed with? What made his arguments persuasive or not persuasive? Explain your thinking. 
3. Select and identify a brief passage (roughly one page) from the text which you feel provides a great example of Stevenson's style. Summarize the passage and provide the page number. Then, analyze the passage you have identified. How would you describe Stevenson's writing style? What strategies does he employ to make his writing memorable and persuasive? 
4. While much of Stevenson's book is focused on the case of Walter McMillian, Stevenson occasionally includes shorter, smaller stories—events in his own life, events in others' lives—to great effect. Identify one such episode, and elaborate on its significance in the wider scope of Stevenson's memoir. 
**ALL RESPONSES to the questions and articles should go here!**
We will have you submit your assignment on Classroom on the first day of class. 
Part 2--Supplemental Readings 
What questions does the book raise for you and how can you explore them further? In addition to reading Just Mercy, we want you to read four supplemental sources that will add to the conversation this book has started. Linked below is a list of articles. Choose one from each of the three categories below. Then,  you may find your own fourth from reputable sources (Boston Globe, Wall St. Journal, New York Times, Washington Post, Village Voice, L. A. Times, Christian Science Monitor, USA Today, Time, New Yorker, or The Atlantic). You may also read a fourth from this list. 
Supplemental articles for Just Mercy: Select 1 article for each category and 1 on your own (4 total)  
Criminal Justice: General
1. The Caging of America, The New Yorker, 2012 
2. Object Anyway, Radiolab 2016—Baston v. Kentucky: Jury Laws (Referenced in Chapter 3 of Just Mercy) (podcast) 
3. Perfect Evidence, This American Life, 2002--Listen to Act 1, “Hawks and Rabbits” (beginning-45:00) (podcast) 
4. Travesties in Criminal Justice That Are Mostly Ignored, The Atlantic, Conor Friedersdorf, January 28, 2016.
5. Wonder Why Prisons Stay Full When Crime is Down?, Washington Post, 2016 
6. Mass Incarceration in America, Then and Now, New Yorker “Radio Lab,” 2021.  
7. Understanding mass incarceration in the US is the first step to reducing a swollen prison population, TheConversation.com, 2023.

The Death Penalty
1. The Death of the Death Penalty, Time, 2015
2. The Legacy of Lynching, On Death Row, New Yorker, August 22, 2016
3. Alabama Executes Willie Smith, Equal Justice Initiative, 2021
4. Racial Disparities are Increasing as the Death Penalty Declines, Equal Justice Initiative, 2019 
5. The Case Against the Death Penalty, ACLU, 2012.
6. Most Americans Favor the Death Penalty Despite Concerns About its Administration, The Pew Research Center, 2021.

Juvenile and Female Incarceration
1. Supreme Court Rejects Restrictions on Life Without Parole of Juveniles - NPR, 2021
2. Children Caught in a Racist System, The New York Times, 2015  
3. Children in Adult Prison, Equal Justice Initiative
4. The Criminalization of Bad Mothers,  The New York Times, 2012 
5. Can We Build a Better Women’s Prison? The Washington Post, 2019
6. In Prison, Discipline Comes Down Hardest on Women, NPR, 2018
7. Data Snapshot of Youth Incarceration in Maine, The Urban Institute, 2020. 

**ALL RESPONSES to the questions and articles should go here!**
We will have you submit your assignment on Classroom on the first day of class.  
We expect that you will complete the summer assignments on time unless there are extenuating circumstances. If this is the case, please contact your individual AP Lang teacher directly. We are happy to help answer your questions this summer. Good Luck! We’re looking forward to an awesome class next fall!! 
Ms. Chalmers and Ms. Leavitt
chalmersm@rsu5.org  and leavittm@rsu5.org
Standards and Rubrics for Summer Assignments: 
Reading D. Identify a text’s literary devices/rhetorical strategies and analyze how style and content contribute to the power, persuasiveness, or beauty of the text. (Grades 11, 12)
	ENG.HS.R.D
	Beginning (0 - 69)
	Developing (70 - 82)
	Proficient (83 - 92)
	Distinguished (93 - 100)

	Literary Devices/Rhetorical Strategies and  Analysis
	Attempts to identify some literary devices, rhetorical strategies, and/or other elements of style in a text; Inaccurately and/or incompletely analyzes contribution to the power and persuasiveness of the text
	Identifies some literary devices, rhetorical strategies, and/or other elements of style in a text; Analyzes contribution to the power and persuasiveness of the text with some accuracy.
	Identifies a text’s literary devices, rhetorical strategies, and/or other elements of style; Accurately analyzes their contribution to the power and/or persuasiveness of the text.
	Identifies the unique aspects of an author’s use of literary devices, rhetorical strategies, and/or other style elements; thoroughly analyzes or evaluates their contribution to the power and/or persuasiveness of the text.

	Completion and Quality of work 
	Answers 2 or fewer questions; does not thoroughly respond to the questions. 
	Answer 3 questions or answer 4 questions with limited thoughtfulness in  responses. 
	Answers all 4 questions with some effort, originality, and thoughtfulness. 
	Answer all 4 questions showing clear effort, originality, and thoughtfulness. 



Research B. Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, assess the credibility and accuracy of each source, and integrate the information while avoiding plagiarism. (Grades 11,12)

	ENG.HS.RS.A
	Beginning (0 - 69)
	Developing (70 - 82)
	Proficient (83 - 92)
	Distinguished (93 - 100)

	A. Integrate information from diverse primary and/or secondary sources into a coherent understanding of an idea or event. (Grades 10)
	Finds information from 2 or fewer sources; shows some understanding of idea or event.
	Finds information from 3 different sources; shows some understanding of idea or event.
	Shows understanding/ reflection of 4 sources that connect to  idea or event.
	Shows in-depth understanding and reflection on 4 sources that connect to idea or event.



