Hearing the phrase “study abroad”, you may have some concerns. Can I afford studying abroad? Can I speak a foreign language well enough? What if I miss my family and friends? … 
This guide will lead you through some of the concerns you have, and help you figure out 
IS STUDY ABROAD FOR ME?


1. Can I afford studying abroad?

The cost varies depending on where you want to go, how long you want to stay and which organization you want to go with. Many programs also have financial aid options. For more information about financial aid, check out our flier “Guide to Financial Aid”[footnoteRef:0] for program-specific info.  [0:  The MUHS Guidance office has extra copies of all the highlighted documents!] 


2. Do I have to speak another language fluently?

Study abroad definitely offers a great opportunity to improve your foreign language skill. There are various programs that provide you with a different language environment. However, English is spoken all around the world, and you do not have to speak another language to study abroad! There are tons of English speaking countries for you to choose from. Many English-speaking programs are offered even in countries whose official language is not English. For language skill requirements of the programs,  check out our flier “Study Abroad Program List” for program-specific info. 

3. Will it delay my graduation date?

This varies a lot by program, but many programs offer courses that may be transferable to your home school, and therefore it won’t affect your graduation date. Double check this information with your school counselors and World Language teachers.  

4. Is study abroad just a vacation?

One of the stereotypes people hold for study abroad is that it is more of a vacation than a learning experience. However, study abroad offers much more than a “break”. In order to realize self-improvement through studying abroad, you should choose carefully which program fits with your personality and goals. Think about talking to:
· your school counselor
· parents
· teacher or coach
· close friend
· another student who has done the program
· Program representatives from the Study Abroad Fair (see the handout “The World is at Your Fingertips” for contact info)
	Many programs also have reviews online that are easy to access. 

5. What if I miss my family and my friends?

[bookmark: _ogutbgk2gcij]Missing your family and friends is inevitable when you are abroad. There are so many ways - Skype, email blasts, blogs, sending photos, and more - that help you keep in touch with your home while you are away. Going abroad is a great way to challenge your comfort zone while you are seeing new parts of the world. This can lead to an even greater understanding and appreciation of your own home and loved ones. 
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