COLLEGE PREPARATION

The following are suggestions to take in order to be prepared for college upon graduation.  In general, it is best to start preparation early and to make a concerted effort to meet with your counselor regularly starting your junior year.

1. Understand your graduation requirements; know whether or not you are on track with meeting graduation requirements; and establish a plan to either get caught up with remaining credits, remain on track, or advance yourself. (SEE GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS) (SEE METHODS TO EARN CREDIT)

2.  Understand the difference between graduation requirements and college entrance requirements.  If you are planning on entering a four-year program, start taking college preparatory courses your sophomore year to meet specific requirements. (SEE COLLEGE ENTRANCE REQUIREMENTS)

3. Develop a calendar of tasks to complete in the college search process.  There is an example timeline located further down on this page.  You will want to include the following tasks/suggestions in your personal timeline.  Make sure to post your calendar in a conspicuous spot, where both you and your parents will see it on a daily basis.  Otherwise, it becomes easy to procrastinate and loose track of time.

4. KNOW YOUR DEADLINES!!  Place these on your timeline/calendar in bright red.  Plan your tasks backwards from these deadlines.

5. Include your parents in this process.  Now is not the time to be selfish.  They can provide you with a wealth of life experience to prevent you from falling into pitfalls.  

6. Utilize your school counselor.  They have resources available to you, but you will need to schedule time with him/her to access those resources. 

7. Know your university/college’s admission requirements.  These requirements vary from school to school.  So, it is best to start a “Wish List” of colleges at the beginning of the junior year.  Your “Wish List” should include schools from each grouping: Reach schools (represent an admission challenge either by cost, admission requirements, or both), Mid-range schools (where you are likely to get in, but you’re not quite sure), and Safety schools (affordable, and you are sure to be admitted). Through the junior year, research each of these university/college’s admission requirements.  Perform a general search with the university/college name and select the most appropriate link (usually there will be an official school link among the choices presented to you) and get yourself to the school’s home page.  From the home page, select the “Admissions” link to find the undergraduate/incoming freshmen requirements.  Included with these requirements will be:

· Expected courses to be taken in high school.  Look to see how many years of a same foreign language, math, laboratory science, social science, fine arts, and English are required.  Check to see if these fit into your plan in #2.  If not, you will need to make appropriate adjustments to your plan or exclude the school from your “Wish List.”

· Expected class rank and/or Grade Point Average.  This information can be seen on your transcript.  (SEE HIGH SCHOOL TRANSCRIPT)

· Expected college admission exam scores.  At the university/college’s admissions page, you can see the minimum scores needed on the ACT and/or SAT test(s).  Most schools’ websites will also provide an incoming freshman profile page.  This profile will give you the median or mean average ACT/SAT scores of admitted freshmen in addition to their median or mean average class rank, grade point average, and financial aid provided.  (SEE COLLEGE ENTRANCE EXAMS)

· Whether or not there is a required essay and/or resume.  If there is, college’s pay close attention to what you write.  So, take time and care in drafting your essay.  It will serve as a representation of who you are and the product you can produce. (SEE HINTS ON WRITING THE COLLEGE ESSAY)

· Whether or not letters of recommendation are required.  If they are, how many sources do you need?  Who could serve as your source (teacher, employer, supervisor, counselor, community leader)?  Ask your source in August/September of your senior year whether or not they would be comfortable with providing you with a letter of recommendation.  Do not use them if they hesitate.  Provide your source with a resume to assist them with their letter.  Your resume should include your current GPA; ACT/SAT scores; list of accomplishments; list of extracurricular activities and the hours per week spent performing them; statement of your life philosophy; a brief statement of an event that has changed you and in what way it changed you; descriptions of your likes and dislikes; a description of your future plans/aspirations; and a prospective list of schools to which you will send this letter.  Provide your source with a timeline/deadline of when you will need the letter.  Make sure you provide at least two weeks for your source to complete the letter.
· THE REQUIRED DEADLINE TO SUBMIT ALL NEEDED MATERIAL.  This is crucial in developing a plan to complete applications.  You do not want to experience neither panic nor unwarranted pressure during this process.  Knowing the deadline prevents these negative feelings and makes the process much more tolerable, even pleasurable.      

8. If you do not know where to start in order to develop a “Wish List,” then utilize the links located at the bottom of this page.  Think about the following questions:

· How far from home do you want to go?

· What type of city/town would you prefer?

· What type of topography or weather do you prefer?

· What cost is acceptable? (tuition, fees, housing, meals, transportation)

· Do you want to attend a small/large school?  (class size, student/faculty ratio)

· What student activities, clubs, and/or organizations would you like to have at school?

· What do you want to study?

9. Complete the NCAA Clearinghouse requirements if you are an athlete and anticipate participating in athletics in any level of the NCAA.  Your counselor has a hard copy of the “Guide for the College-Bound Student-Athlete.”  You, however, will have to personally complete the required process to be cleared to participate in NCAA sports.  Information can be reached at:

· Web site:
www.ncaa.org
· U.S. mail:
NCAA Membership Services, PO Box 6222, Indianapolis, IN 46202-6222

· Telephone:
(317) 917-6222

· Facsimile:
(317) 917-6622

· (SEE NCAA)

10. Research the cost of tuition for each university/college on your “Wish List.”  This may remove a choice from your list.  Follow the steps in #3, but select the Tuition link (or the Financial Office, Cost/Expenditure links) to find the estimated cost of going to school.  Your parents will play a big part in this process.

11. Research available scholarships.  There are merit based scholarships offered by every college and there are private scholarships available. (SEE SCHOLARSHIPS AND FINANCIAL AID)

12. Apply for financial aid.  Complete the FAFSA and, if necessary, the CSS/Financial Aid PROFILE.  Financial aid is determined by need.  Both of these forms are used by colleges and universities in determining financial aid eligibility.  (SEE FAFSA) (SEE SCHOLARSHIPS AND FINANCIAL AID)

13. Be aware of college visits to EHS.  University and colleges regularly send representatives to Eldorado to speak with students about their respective schools.  Place these dates on your calendar.  These are excellent opportunities to get information and to ask specific questions you may have regarding their academic institution.  In addition, sometimes they will waive the application fee if you provide them with an application, official transcript and any other material required for admission.  (SEE CALENDAR)

Pre-College Timeline

FRESHMAN YEAR

· Attend “EHS Soar Day” in early August to learn basic high school logistics like following your class schedule, meeting your teachers and counselor, finding your locker, and taking a campus tour.

· Review the general college entrance requirements and begin a four-year plan to take the required curriculum.  Keep in mind that a rigorous high school course load is the best way to prepare for college.

· Research and identify extracurricular activities that interest you.  Find a way to become involved with your high school other than simply taking classes there.  Join a team, a club and/or student government.

· Take care of your coursework while adjusting to high school.  Remember, all grades go onto your permanent record called your transcript.

· Utilize available resources to assist you with your coursework.  EHS has Wednesday advisories built into its schedule in which students can receive additional instruction from their teachers.  EHS also has free tutoring available each Wednesday evening from 6:30-8:00 in its media center.  Your high school counselor has other available tutoring resources they can provide you, but you will need to make an appointment with him/her.

· Begin to explore available career interests through on-line exploration or with the assistance of your high school counselor.   It is important to understand the link between high school course work and its relation to your life in a broader sense. 

· Consider pre-registering for Advanced Placement (AP) courses for your sophomore year.

SOPHOMORE YEAR

FALL

· Review your high school course selections and activity plans.

· Register for the PSAT in September.  Taking the PSAT as a sophomore does not count as the National Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test (NMSQT).   It will provide you with practice for it, however.  Taking the PSAT as a junior serves as the NMSQT. 

· Take the PSAT in October.

· Register for the pre-ACT called the PLAN at the end of October.  It is taken in November.  This test “projects” future ACT performance and has a career planning component.

SPRING

· Pass the New Mexico High School Competency Test taken in January.  Students will have additional attempt to pass the portions of the test in which were not successfully completed the first time.

· Attend the PSAT and PLAN teach back sessions.  Your high school counselor can provide you with information in how to utilize the feedback ACT provides.

· Monitor progress with the four-year plan during pre-registration done in February.  Give serious consideration for course selection for junior year.

· Start to think about colleges you may wish to attend after high school.

· Start to develop a resume, including listing your activities and accomplishments.

· Make plans for meaningful summer activities.  If working in the summer, start a college savings account.

· Consider taking the ASVAB.  Sign-ups are in the counseling office.

JUNIOR YEAR

AUGUST

· Review your high school course selections and activity plans.

· Keep in mind that colleges look for the following:

· Challenging coursework (Advanced Placement courses)

· Strong GPA

· Involvement in extracurricular activities and community service

· Obtain a Social Security Number if you do not already have one.  You will need it to apply for college and financial aid.

SEPTEMBER

· Identify sources for college and career information at your school.  

· Put together a “Wish List” of at least 10 colleges that you would like to attend.  Plan to apply to at least 3-5 schools (one of which needs to be either UNM, NMSU, or CNM).

· Talk with your parents and your high school counselor about where you want to go to school.

· Register for the PSAT.

· Obtain dates for college fairs and “parent nights” at EHS.

OCTOBER

· Take the PSAT.

· Attend College Day and “parent nights” at EHS.

· Attend college visits.

· Attend the Albuquerque College Fair at the convention center.

NOVEMBER

· Look into eligibility requirements for federal and alternative student loans.

· Attend college visits.

DECEMBER

· Review your PSAT results.

· Start planning to take the SAT or ACT college entrance exams.  Check to see which test(s) colleges on your list require for admission.  Pay attention to registration deadlines for the dates offered.  

JANUARY

· Start to narrow your college choices by researching and considering:

· Programs of study (majors offered)

· Location (city size, geographic region, weather, proximity to home)

· School size

· Tuition costs

· Scholarships offered

· Housing options (on-campus versus off-campus)

· Extracurricular activities offered (student life)

· Internship, Externship, and Employment opportunities

 FEBRUARY

· Study and register for the SAT/ACT.

· Investigate private scholarships and other student aid programs.

· Go to a couple of web sites listed on Scholarships and Financial Aid page.

MARCH

· Register and study for the SAT/ACT, if not already done.

· Continue investigating outside funding sources.

· Sign-up for the ASVAB if not already done.

APRIL

· Start to schedule visits to each of the 3-5 schools that are on your list.  If appropriate, apply for an interview and/or overnight visit

· Take your SAT/ACT test(s).

MAY

· Take your SAT/ACT test(s).

· Take your AP examinations.

JUNE

· Last chance to take your first SAT/ACT test in your junior year.

· If considering NCAA athletics, make sure to begin the NCAA Clearinghouse process.

· Continue to work on math skills.

· Obtain a summer job that might be related to your career interests.

· Consider scheduling a college visit to the more distant college(s) on your list. 
SENIOR YEAR

AUGUST

· Review course schedule to make sure it fits into your academic plan and post-secondary goals.

· Review your transcript for accuracy and update your resume.

· Narrow your college choices to at least 5 universities/colleges (one of which will be either UNM, NMSU, or CNM)

· Request catalogs and admission application from academic institutions in which you are interested.

· Make a calendar of each school’s application deadlines.  Develop tasks to complete on weekly basis on this calendar.

· Review email from scholarship web sources on regular basis.  See web sites to utilize on the Scholarships and Financial Aid page.

· Contact potential sources for your letters of recommendation.

· Contact your high school counselor to obtain SAT/ACT test dates.

· Contact your high school counselor to obtain a listing of universities/colleges visiting EHS.

SEPTEMBER

· Meet with college representatives visiting EHS, especially if they represent a college on your list.  

· Visit EHS counseling department to see scholarship board postings or go to eldoradoeagles.com on a weekly basis.

· Sign up for the SAT/ACT.

· If not already done, contact teachers, counselor or other sources for letters of recommendation.

· Visit your top college choices.  Interview some faculty, students, and staff.

OCTOBER

· Take the SAT/ACT, if necessary.

· Look at and review admissions applications.  Make note of deadlines and when the materials need to be postmarked.

· Check commonapp.org to see which colleges accept the common application.

· Work on admissions application essays (outline, rough draft, final draft).  Ask adults to provide constructive criticism.

· Attend the College Day at EHS.

· Attend the Albuquerque College Fair.

· Find out which financial aid applications your college choices require and when the forms are due.

· Complete the UNM, NMSU, CNM application(s) and have ready for On-Site registration.

· Visit the counseling department and make an appointment for the UNM, NMSU, and/or CNM On-Site registration.

· Visit your top college choices.  Interview some faculty, students, and staff.

· Inquire about housing options at each of your schools.  Obtain a housing application, if appropriate and make note of the deadline.

NOVEMBER

· Obtain financial aid applications from your college choices.  Read them carefully to determine what information is required for completion and when the applications are due.

· Prepare your college applications, including getting all of the necessary signatures.  You may need your counselor to complete a section of the application.  If so, give him/her advanced notice (two weeks).

· Watch deadlines for early decision / early action.

· Obtain official transcripts from EHS Registrar.  You will need to complete a form to get this done.  Forms are found outside her office.

· Visit the EHS counseling department to view available scholarships.  Apply by the deadline for appropriate scholarships.

· Turn in the scholarship application for UNM and NMSU, especially if you are applying for the Regent’s and/or Presidential scholarships (they are due first Monday in December).

DECEMBER

· Some college deadlines start this month.  Get application materials mailed.

· Pick up a FAFSA form from the counseling office.  Begin working on it, but do not turn it in until after January 1st.

· Parents will need to save their last (year-end) payroll stub in order to complete the FAFSA.

· Visit the EHS counseling department to look at the scholarship board.  

· Apply for outside scholarships.

JANUARY

· Complete and submit the FAFSA as soon as possible.  Keep copies of all forms you submit.

· It may be helpful for parents to complete their income tax returns early.  Schools may request them to prove eligibility for financial aid.

· Prompt your counselor to complete a Mid-Year report for each of your college choices.

· Turn in the UNM scholarship application if applying for the UNM Scholars or Amigo scholarships (they are due February 1).

FEBRUARY

· Mail your FAFSA, if not already done.

· Check to see that Mid-Year reports/transcripts have been sent to your college choices.

· Begin to rank your finalized list of colleges.

· Complete housing applications and send in appropriate materials.

MARCH

· Look for your Student Aid Report (SAR) in the mail.  It should be sent back four weeks after submitting the FAFSA.  Your SAR contains federal financial aid information.  

· Submit SAR and tax forms to the financial aid office if requested.  Follow up with each office to make certain that your application is complete.  Find our what else you need to do to establish and maintain your eligibility for financial aid.

APRIL

· Watch the mail for college acceptance, scholarship award letters, and/or financial aid award letters.  Compare the scholarship awards and/or financial aid awards you receive.

· Make your final decision and send in a deposit by the posted deadline.

· Check with the college you’ve chosen about the details of signing and returning financial aid award letters.

· Notify other schools that you will not be attending.

· Watch for important deadlines at your chosen college (housing, financial aid, etc.).

MAY

· Take AP examinations.

· Finalize summer job plans.

· Keep safe and make smart decisions.

· Pay any deposits that are applicable.  

JUNE

· Think about what to pack, remembering to prioritize these items:


School supplies, including computer


Personal care items


Towels, wash clothes


Bedding (sheets, blankets)


Beanbag chairs


Lamps and extra light bulbs


Floor rug


Crates for make-shift shelves


Clothes for upcoming seasons


Prescription medications


DVDs/CDs and players


Hobby-related items


Family photos or posters


TV


Small refrigerator, microwave


Plastic utensils and paper plates


Tissues and toilet paper


Cleaning supplies


Telephone and calling card

· Set up a bank account at a local bank.

· Determine transportation plans, including purchasing a parking permit.

College Preparation Links

www.collegeboard.com 

www.gocollege.com 

www.collegent.com
www.nces.ed.gov/ipeds/cool - links to college home pages

www.princetonreview.com/college
www.petersons.com
www.collegeview.com
http://iiswinprd03.petersons.com/ugchannel/
www.mycollegeguide.org
www.ed.gov/pubs/Prepare/
www.usnews.com/usnews/eduhome.htm
