Guidelines for Annotating a Book
 

Why Annotate? 

Annotating a book will enable you to read more closely and, therefore, better understand—and enjoy—what you are reading.  Think of annotating as “having a conversation” with your book.

How Do I Annotate My Book?  

1. Highlight
· Annotating is not simply highlighting.  
· Highlight main ideas, scenes, quotes, and/or information about characters that you feel are significant.  Once you highlight, make a note in the margin about why you have highlighted that particular portion.
2. Make Notes (use a pencil so that you can erase if necessary) 
· As you read, write down notes in the margins of the book (“marginalia”). 
· Marginalia can include check marks, question marks, stars, arrows, brackets, and written words.
· Write down questions you may have or parts of the book that are confusing. Return to these questions as you read further into the book to see if you are now able to answer them.
· As you read, try to make connections between the text and: the world, another book you have read, and/or your own life.  Write down any such connections in the margins of the book.
· You may want to create your own system for marking what is important, interesting, quotable, questionable, etc. Include Post-Its if that helps you.
3. Vocabulary
· As you read, circle or underline any words you do not understand.
· Look for context clues in sentences to figure out the meaning of any words that are not familiar to you.
· Use a dictionary to look up the meaning of the words you do not know. Writing down the definition will help you to remember those words and improve your overall vocabulary.
